THE ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

The Royal Commission on the Police Force of Victoria started taking evidence on
Wednesday, 28March 1881. The commissioners included:

The Hon. Francis Longmore, M.L.A. a long time critic of the police force sincdaye of
Harry Powers escapades, and particularly that of Captain Standish, as chairman. The
Honorable J. H. Graves, Esq., M.L.A., William. Anderson, Esqg., M.L.A., George Randall
Fincham, Esq., M.L.A., James Gibb, Esq., M.L.A., G. W. Hall, Esq., M.L.A., Bnd.
Dixon, Esq., J.P.

The inclusion of the Hon. George Wilson Hall, M.L.A. was a particular interesting member
of the board. He was not only the editor of his own Mansfield newspaper and owner of the
Benalla Standard, but a staunch Kelly sympathizé had only just been elected to the
Victorian parliament. With Hall, and Longmore in the chair, the police force was in for a
torrid time. Sadleir later wroté& Mr . Longmore was eminently hor

A

he went relentlessly for scalps. o

Not everyone was happy with the appointments to the board, the following article
appearing in th®vens & Murray AdvertiseiSaturday, March 19, 1881

THE POLICE BOARDAO0John Peerybingl &thattraice Boatde f ol |
that has been appointed is arimsity in its way. The selection is unique. The chairman,
for a start, is Francis Longmore, who declared last week that our judges and juries were
unfair. Then there is Graves, the man who lays the charge against the police. He is to be
judge, jury, witnss, and prosecutor. George Collins Levy, a very estimable gentleman for
trotting | adies round the Exhibition, but I
of police duties. E. J. Dixon, a disappointed Radical, who was not selected for Parliament
last year, finds a place at the board. George Fincham, another Radical, has to sit in
judgment on the bobbies. In fact, taking the board all through, it is a regular sham, and
the public look upon the whole enquiry as a gigantic farce.

The Commission di not finish their examinations until the ®8eptember, hearing
evidence from sixtgix witnesses, who were in total asked 18374 questitnsh¢uld be
noted that this figure is 500 more than the total numbering suggests, due to an error in the
numberng system which occurred on page 281.
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WEDNESDAY, 23rd MARCH 1881.

Present:

Hon. F. loneMORE, M.L.A., in the Chair;

J. H. Graves, Esq., M.L.A,, W. Anderson, Esq., M.L.A.,
G. R.. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,, James Gibb, EsgM.L.A.,
G. W. Hall, Esq., M.L.A., E J. Dixon, Esq., J.P.

Captain F. C. Standish sworn and examined.

The Witnes$. | think it would shorten proceedings if | read an exhaustive statement, ant
afterwards examined on that.

The Chairmar® The Commissiorspecially adjourned from its last sitting in order to proceediip
and it will be necessary to go on with your examination now.

The Witnes$. | am perfectly prepared to give any evidence | may be required, at once.

1. By the Commissiod.How long have ya been in charge of the foré? was appointed Chie
Commissioner of Police on the 1st September 1858.

2. Coming directly to the business that this Commission was appointed for, have you formed ¢
in your own mind of what led up to the Keltyitrages® For several years before the Kelly outbreak ther
no doubt that the NortRastern district was a receptacle for horse stealers and cattle stealers, and t
gave the police force a great deal of trouble. No outrages were committed endiyas but a wholesal
system of cattle duffing was carried on extensively. This appears to have culminated in the disturl
Greta, when Constable Fitzpatrick went out to serve a warrant on Dan Kelly for horse stealing. He
there, found Dan Kby, and, in my opinion, foolishly allowed him to stay and have his dinner. In
meanti me Ned Kelly, Wil liamson, -mtamS8kdlionlayived, avith
two or three others of their confederates and friends. A disturbammediately took place between the
men and Constable Fitzpatrick, which resulted in Ned Kelly fighgim, and shooting him through tt
wrist.

3. Shooting Constable Fitzpatriégk? es, shooting him through the wrist. Fitzpatrick fainted, and
there ina semicomatose state for some time while tleey the ball out of his wrist; it had been under 1
skin, and they allowed him to go. He rode off, and labored under the idea that he was pursued by tv
outlaws, which | have ascertained was not tieec Some months after this occurred, | had a conversati
l ong conversation, with Wi lliamson, in Pentr
evidence and he gave me some considerable information, and volunteered to asséstamekimd of way.
After this outrage had been committed, steps were taken by Superintendent Sadleir to apprel
Kellysd the two Kellys and the two others, who were then not known by name, and those efforts
proved fruitless for a good many mostlit was ultimately determined, with my approval, to start two se
parties, well armedn pursuit of the Kellys. One started from Mansfield, under the charge of Ser
Kennedy, and the other from Wangaratta, under the charge of Sergeant Steaie ottey sulofficer of
the police.

4. Was it possibly SenigConstable Strachad? think it was.

5. Was Williamson in prison at the time he gave you that informaiidte® was in Pentridge, with
sentence of six years for that offence.

6. For being presemit the shooting? Yes; | think it was a very severe punishment myself. A rew
of £100 was also offered for the apprehension of the Kellys. Late on the night of Sunday the 27th O
received a telegram from Mansfield, announcing to me that Const8bsnlan and Lonigan had been s
dead, near Mansfield, by bushrangers. After communicating with the Chief Secretary early the next r
| took early steps to send up reinforcements and special arms. We had a few Spencer repeating rifle
and Mr. Berry asked me not to stint me any expenditure in arming the police properly. | may state
regulation weapon of the mounted police has only been a revolver for years. | saw a considerable n
the men off by the 4.30 train the followirigy. | ordered Superintendent Nicolson up to take charge o
special service men in the Notffastern district.

7 Was that the first time he was sent théréfe was inspecting superintendent, and had to visit

Captain F. C.

Standish
23rd March 1881



country districts from time to time. | ga him authority to take any steps he thought proper, and to incu
expenditure he thought necessary.

8. What date was tha&Zmmediately after | received the news. | also obtained authority fror
Chief Secretary to purchase a number of brdeatiingdoublebarrelled guns, to be sent up to the district
soon as possible.

9. Then you consider that the original cause of this difficulty was the lawlessness of the dist

do.
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Standish,
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10. In cattle stealing and horse stealihgfes.

11. And that the Kellys had been engaged in that for a lengime® For years. Before proceedin
further, | wish to point out to the Commission the very great difficulties which beset the police in v
directions. The Kellys, as is well known, had an enormous number of sympathizers in the district, a
their outrages there is not the slightest doubt that a great many respectable men were in dread of their
were intimidated by a fear of the consequences from giving any information whatsoever to the police. !
their lives and those of their falies were in danger, but their cattle, and sheep, and horses, and propert
liable to be stolen or destroyed; in addition to which there is not the slightest doubt that there was an €
number of tradesmen in the district who were so benefitethéyarge increase of the police, and by -
consequent expenditure, that they were only too glad that this unpleasant business was protracted fo
months. | may also state that a great many of the local papers never lost an opportunity of attagsatice
in the most unjustifiable manner and on every possible occasion; and remarks of that kind, as | tt
sensible man must be aware, were not only calculated to do the police a great deal of harm, but to pre
receiving material asgence from anybody. On the 6th November 1878 | proceeded to Benalla to confe
Mr . Nicolson. | arrived there about eight o6dcl
and, whilst we were talking over matters afterwards, we vedean urgent despatch from Superintend
Sadleir, who was up at Beechworth, saying that they had received information from a person in Bee
that the Kellys had been at Sebastopol, and believed they were there now. | immediately ordered aspe
and proceeded, with Mr. Nicolson, nine mounted constables, and one black tracker, to Beechworth, v
reached soon after three o6clock in the morn
additional body of men from Beechworth ifindhe railway station, and made at once to the house of the St
family, where it was stated the outlaws had been. We arrived there very early in the morning, scattered
all round, keeping them in the bush, and sent a party of seven or eightimden Mr. Nicolson, to search tr
house. Soon after we had searched the house we heard a shot fired. It was subsequently ascertained t
gun that went off by accident. We all rushed to the place, and found no traces of the outlaws thera.
rode on to Mrs. Byrneds house at Sebastopol, t
but | need not say we got nothing out of her.

12. She gave no informatiodNone whatever.

13. Did you form the opinion at that time that theomfiation might have been incorrect that Mr. Sad
got® | believe the information was correct, but we were a day or two after the fair; so after conferrin
Mr. Sadleir and Mr. Nicolson, we decided it was no use carrying on matters further, andumeddb
Beechworth.

14. As there have been reports made in which the officers have to some extent given different
of the matter, and in some instances have contradicted one another, | am going to ask you now if
perfect confidence in thefficers who had charge of the distriét¥ou mean Mr. Sadleir?

15. Superintendents Sadleir, Nicolson, and Haref?fad at the time perfect confidence in Mr. Nicolst
although | have not now. | found very good occasion to doubt him before | left the footiee

16. What tended to shake your confidence in him as an officer of pblide&ve ample proof here ¢
his procrastination and inefficiency.

17. Could you give the Commission some idea of that péobfffave the papers here, but | think
would be betr to continue my recital.

18. You desire to continue your narrative for the present, till the Kellys were takées? | think it
would be better.

19. Very welld About a fortnight before the Euroa bank was stuck up, in December 1878, | re
informationfrom Mr. Nicolson that a bank would be probable stuck up in the Neaitern district.

20. A bank® Yes. | at once issued instructions to Mr. Hare, who had several stations on the
railway, to warn him to take the necessary steps to protect the bahis part of the district. Inspector Gre:
also received similar information from a prisoner in Pentridge. No provision was made whatever to prc
banks at Euroa and Violet Town.

21. Whose district was th&?Under Mr. Nicolson, the Nortkasterndistrict; and as both thos



townships were close to the Strathbogie ranges, it was almost sure that one of those would be selec
bank to be stuck up. On the 10th December, shortly after | returned from a public dinner at the Towr
receivedinformation that the Euroa bank had been stuck up.

22. What is the date on which you warned them to protect the [dahksRediately after | had receive
the information, a week or ten days before the bank was stuck up.

23. That warning was simply conveyéd Superintendent Hare and Inspector Green, believing
Superintendent Nicolson, having given the information, would take the necessary steps diivisglfi? was
his duty to do so. At 11 p.m. on the night of the 10th, | received information that tb& lEank had been stuc
up. | rushed down to the telegraph office, and was there most of the night telegraphing.

24, Atwhathour@8 A | i ttl e before 12 o06clock; and | |
night telegraphing. Communication wagerrupted with Benalla, and | had to telegraph through Denilic
and Albury; and having heard that Mr. Nicolson had gone to Albury, | sent a telegraph to him there, \
believe, was the first intimation he had of it. The ensuing day | had to remtawn to see the manager of ti
National Bank, and to arrange other matters in connection with the pursuit of the Kellys. | started the fc
morning, the 12th, by the 6.10 a.m. train, anc

25. You started by therfit train® Yes, the early train. | there saw Mr. Nicolson, found him very m
knocked up in appearance, and his eyes bad, and so | instructed him to return to Melbourne to take t
charge of the Police Department, my office, in my absence, informinghat | should remain at Benalla sor
time. He was very much knocked up physically; he had had very hard work; that was on the 12th Decel

26. That is two days after the robbedyPhe robbery was on the evening of the 10th, and | came
by the early train on the 12th. Mr. Hare came up, by my instructions, by the evening traproceeded to
Benalla by the evening train, and the next day had a long conference with Mr. Wyatt the police ma
Mr. Wyatt informed me that he was returning from Seymour,or sometown on the line of railway,

3
the night the bank was stuck wup, and that as CaptainF.C.
up and saw the telegraph lines on both sides of the railwhipédrn smashed up a couple of hundred yarc C%‘l?tri‘r?fe%

27. They stopped the train to see tBals; and Mr. Wyatt informed me that he got out and pic 5,4
out a bundle of broken telegraph wires, and took them up with him. On arriving at the Benalla 1
station Mr.Wyatt met Mr. Nicolson and Mr. Sadleir.

28. Was that on the evening of the 1@hves, on the evening of the bank robbery. Mr. Nicols
and Mr. Sadleir were then starting on some strange evidence; they had heard from a friend of the
that the outlaw were going to cross the Murray, and Mr. Wyatt at once informed Mr. Nicolson of wt
had seen of the smashing up of the telegraph line, and told him that there was no doubt that the outl
have been about there.

29. Whered At Fai t hf ulElurdasor somewhkeke, in that vicinity. Mr. Nicolson pec
poohed this information.

30. Are you giving this as your information, or what he told you?hat he told me; and | hope tt
Board will examine him. Mr. Wyatt informed me he pegotohed this informatin, and not only starte:
away himself, but took Mr. Sadleir with him. On their arrival at Albury, Mr. Nicolson received informi
which, | believe, was my telegré@rbut | am not quite certain on tidathat the Euroa bank had been robb

31. Will you fix the dates® That is on the 12th.

32. You said the bank was robbed on the 1®th@s.

33. You have given evidence that you were at a dinner party thatdiyle

34. And after that you received a message to say the bank was robbed, and you went u
12th® Yes.

35. You are now giving evidence that Mr. Nicolson received a telegram at Albhagk you to fix
the date; did you telegraph that night or on the X@th®as in the telegraph office all that night.

36. Was it on that occasion you telegraphelitoNicolson® Yes, it was on that night, the night «
the 10th, | telegraphed to Mr. Nicolson, and the information was also sent to Benalla by this rour
way, because of the break in the wires, and a party of men immediately started.

37. Sent by you? Yes; and | arrived there some time during the night.

38. Whom was that party in charge ®ffhere was no officer there. | think SeniBonstable
Johnson was in charge. They arrived there some time during the night, and they received a telegi
Mr. Nicolson, telling them not to leave Euroa until he got there.

39. That would be on the 11th?es, the morning Mr. Nicolson reached Euroa, on the mornin
Tuesday; and after some hours delay he started off with a party of police, and returned the nekioday
any result.

40. You were not there yourse¥f7This statement can be confirmed by Mr. Wyatt, Mr. Sadleir,
Constable Johnson.

41. Between the Saturday night that Mr. Wyatt gave you the information and the time of your
Mr. Nicolson, this informtion was supplied by some one efsd&® Mr. Wyatt. | am given to understan
that, though Mr. Nicolson was aware that it was intended to stick up the bank, he never gave inforrr
the local bankers that such a thing was meditated. It seems to mewbatd have been very advisable
Mr. Nicolson, when in charge, had instructed the telegraph masters to give notice where the lin

March 1881.



intercepted, whereby a splendid chance of car¢g

42. Would he know hingdf at this time where the interruption had taken pl&c€Rat | cannot tell
you. | proceeded to Benalla on the evening of the 12th, and remained in charge of the operations tt
period of upwards of six months. The Government then decided to seies [md the paid artillery to the
various townships of any importance in the Neftstern district, where there was any apprehension o
outlaws sticking up a bank.

43. Was that on your recommendatidno, it was against my recommendation. After | akien
charge and direction of affairs in the Noefhstern district | at once sent search parties in the va
portions of the district where there were some grounds for believing that the outlaws might be lyii
where we received information of tipessibility of their being found. | never heard a rumor of the outl
being likely to be at any place without at once taking steps to send out police either to find thei
ascertain the truth of those reports. | need not say | was most ably sebgridedare, who not only neve
spared himself in any kind of way, but was most indefatigable in the pursuit of the outlaws. Not only
most active and energetic, but he was so popular with the men under him that they would ha
anything in the wrld for him. | fact, he treated the men under him like friends, not likeddgga can easily
understand.

44. May | draw your attention to this? Was there another officer of equal standing in the pc
Benalla at the time®? Mr. Sadleir.

45. Was Mr. Sadlir of equal rank in the service with Mr. HadeThey are both superintendents.

46. Was Mr. Sadleir stationed at Benallaes, permanently.

47 . Was his conduct da If have maglenb reflectionron Hibr; but\hie wa
in charge of the dtrict. He was not in charge of the special operations; that | had to deal wiif.
additon to these search parties,which were not sent out on what is call
a bootlesserrand, Mr. Hare and a certain body of very efficient men formed a camihe ranges, nea
Sebastopol , not very far from Mrs. Byrneds h
information being furnished of the outlaws or their friend®uring the night they came down anc
camped in a sequestered place c | o s e t o holbke,and byBther route 6t svas quite certain tr
outlaws would have taken had they come therewent there one evening myself to see Mr. Hare .
confer ~with him, and spent the night watching with the rest of
party. There is another very great disadvantageunder which we labored, viz., that the moves of t
police in Benalla, Wangaratta, Mansfield, and Beechworth were closely watched by
numerousfriends and sympathizersof the outlaw®y at Benalla espeially; and | may state that if |
had determined, without consulting anybody, in the middle of any night to come down to the barre
myself and to start a party of police, whi¢hcould have done in half an hour, | firmly believe that bef
the men had left the barracks some of th
spieswould have been galloping off to the outlaws. | must say the

4

Captain F.C.  officers and men, whilst | was there, were most zealous and most active, and they went through n
Standish, hardships without a murmur or a complaint; and whatever the outside public may say, | can fearless

continued,

23rd March 1881 that, as a body of men, those who were isgrunder me there were everything that could be desired. ¢
days before the 10th of February 1879 | received intimation that it was probable that the outlaws w
and stick up a bank in New South Wales, probably Albury. | gave immediate inforrétiois to the New
South Wales police as well as to the Inspe@eneral, and | took every step in my power to enable
police on the borders of the Murray to give every assistance to the New South Wales police. About t
it was mooted by the pregenerally, and | believe by some of the Ministers, that it would be very des
to have black trackers down from Queensland. | confess | was opposed to it, being convinced that, t
a large uninhabited district, where there is a scant populatiddittle or no traffic, the services of the bla
trackers, which are chiefly utilized in pursuing and dispersing the native blacks, are of use, it would
little use in a district where there is a large traffic on all the roads, and where tbeeras of the outlaw:
were known to be wonderfully rapid. It is a wkliown fact that they often used to ride 50, 60, and 70 n
between night and morning; and knowing, as they did, every corner and nook of the district, and hav
numerous symphizers, who would very soon obliterate their tracks, | thought, as | said before, the
trackers would be little or no use, which certainly was proved. However, | had to communicate
Queensl and police, and t he bladkgackers, and a senidr boastabldvbf
Queensland police, were sent by steamer to Sydney, and from Sydney to Albury, where | met them o

of Mar c h. | remained the following day

8th of March. Though we had no information, still we thought it necessary to obtain some indicatior
way in which they could work in our district; so on Tuesday the 11th March a party started for thedral
the bl ack tr acker sdseveral mounted constalles Graler Superintendent Sadleil

O6Connor was anxious that only a coupl e

skill in tracking, and knowing that, under the peculiar circumstances of the rapidity @f t o u t
movements, the trackers would not be of much use, | would not consent to him going out alone, but
Sadleir with him. No doubt trackers can be utilized in following the traces of men on foot, but for this |
work they are really péctly useless, because their movements are so slow. | see in the printed doc



which were sent to me a |letter from Mr. 06 Co
have not the slightest intention of taking notice of it.

48. Wasit the latter of the 7th September 1880 or the one of the 12th August 1880 you référ
was the 7th September letter | refer to.

49. That, you say, is full of misstatemerdsull of misrepresentations.

50. And not worthy of noticé? Yes. | should onlye mar k t hat Mr . O6Con
whole sixteen months he was here, he was treated by me with the greatest discourtesy. To that | gi
direct. For several months when he first canfier three or four months we lived together, and weew
always on the best of terms; but when | found out things about him, which | do not wish to state be
Commission, | ceased my intimacy, with him. In fact, if | were to state things that | can prove by
evidence, it would show you how uttetipreliable a man he is.

51. He was in the service of the Victorian police at that @imeées.

52. Was he a part of the police force of Victodia?e was sworn in when he arrived. With referer
to a part of that letter which refers to the expedition toter by r anges | mu st
evidence, as he can give more satisfactory evidence on that point. About the end of June, after ha
upwards of six months at Benalla, finding that all the business in my office was being frightfullyechu
and that things were going wrong both in Melbourne and the country districts, | obtained the authorit
Chief Secretary for my return to Melbourne.

53. In June 1879 Yes.

54. Was that Mr. Ramsay”No, Mr. Berry, Chief Secretary at the time; and. Micolson, being nexi
in seniority, | had to send him up, though | confess | had but little faith in his energy.

55. Was that immediately after your retudn¥es, immediately after my return; and | instructed I
Hare to resume charge of his district, whalso required a deal of supervision.

56. What date was th&70n the 26th of June.

57. Did you send Mr. Nicolson up? sent him up immediately. Shortly after my return | had sev
interviews with the Chief Secretary, who was not unnaturally dissateffigee continuous heavy expenditu
of the police in pursuit of the Kellys. | may here state that the great bulk of the expenditure was cause
new travelling allowances for the police, which were amended and approved by the Government.
think considerably more than half the expenditure was travelling allowances to members of the polit
away from their district, and it must be borne in mind that many of them were married men separat
their wives and families. Mr. Berry instructetk to do all | could to reduce the expenditure. | conferred \
Mr. Nicolson, and made reductions wherever | possibly could; and with the view of making a
permanent reduction in the expenditure, | permanently transferred to the-Bdwstdrn distric all the
members of the police force who had been sent there. Of course this was only a temporary force, t
absolutely necessary to cut down the expenditure. From time to time | used to meet Mr. Nicolson at
and used to write to him, but thoon paper and verbally he was always most absurdly reticent. Durin
eleven months he was there he hardly ever sent out a search party except just before he was recalle
direction of affairs in his hands, save and except when | was aoidey the instructions of the Minister. M
Nicolson, it seems, employed a great many agents, some of whom were, to my knowledge, in the
communicating with and meeting the outlaws. Mr. Nicolson frequently received reliable information as
whereabouts of the outlaws, but he took no steps whatever to act on the information, which | believ
clearly, in more than one instance, have led to the capture of the outlaws. Mr. Nicolson used to say -
every possi bl e o awsswrounded by iy spibsaancchave myehammsiupdn them. It
a chase of months or weeks, but of days and
occasion, and from information which | have received from time to time, | beheve is no doubt whateve
that nearly the whole time Mr. Nicolson was in charge the outlaws were hanging about Greta and Gle|

58. How far is that from Benall&?They are about five miles apart.

5

59. As you stated that during the whole time thatoutlaws were in the neighbourhood of Greta i Captain . C.
Glenrowan, you had better say how far those are from Beéalldénrowan is about twentive miles by Standish,

continued,

rail, | think. Oh! No, it is a little more than half way to Wangaratta. 23rd March 1881.

60. What is the distanc@? cannot say exactly.

61. How far is Greta® Greta is about ten miles, | think, from Benalla; and Glenrowan, | thin
about fourteen or fifteen miles. Whilst Mr. Nicolson was at Benalla, the following little incident ocadirre
0 0 was riding through the bush

62. Who was he&? He is a connection of the Kellys. He was riding through the bush, ten or t
miles from Benalla, and he saw the four outlaws on horseback together with Tom Lloyd.

63. Who is Tom Lloyd® Tom Lloyd is a cousin of the Kellys. He did not gear them, but rode
straight home to his own place as hard as he could go. When he got home, and went inside his ho
dusk, he saw Tom Lloyd go and look at his horse in the paddock, and then take his place at the slig
looked out several ies during the night and saw Lloyd still there. Next da§ caught his horse, an
while riding along the road, near Wangaratta, he met Mr. Sadleir, who was eight miles from Ox
somewhere in that direction.

64. What was the da§?l have not got the daf but Mr. Sadleir and Mr. Hare will be able to give



0 6 told Mr. Sadleir what he had seen on the previous day, and described the spot to him. Mr. Sad
in as fast as he could to Wangaratta, and telegraphed to Mr. Nicolson that he had somantir
information, and to get everything ready for an early start, and he (Mr. Sadleir) would be at Benalle
last train. On his arriving at Benalla he gave all the information to Mr. Nicolson. It was arranged tl
black trackers and a party of mener e t o st art away at one o6b6cl
Sadl eir, and Mr . O6Connor were to accompany
Benalla by the early train next mo r nliready, withAtheir
horses saddled. Seni@onstable Irwin was in charge of the men. Mr. Nicolson turned up, and gave «
for the saddles to be taken off the horses, and for the men to go back to their quarters. Shortly after
Sadleir arrived athe barrack yard, and found all the saddles off the horses, and, upon asking the re
this, was told that Mr. Nicolson had given the orders. Mr. Sadleir then went to the office, and fou
Ni col son and Mr. OO0 Connorerehlsehadebeen bbtainea tolcaigk thh chi
of plans. Mr . Nicol son replied, iNo ; but | h
not to disturb the outlaws just now. o A t eThees
is no doubt that though Mr. Sadleir did not know of the exact spot, he could easily have ol
information fromd & .

65. Have you no general idea of the date at which this occdrretd@ve not; but | have a perfer
recollection of it, but | canndix the date. Mr. Hare will be able to fix it.

66. And the official records will show #?Yes.

67. Was it in the early part or the latter part of the searé¢h®as the early part of last year, 1880
have ample proof of still further acts of gross neglen the part of Mr. Nicolson. About the 25th of Mi
lastd 6 ,oneofthed d f ami | vy, was at Mr s . Byrneds house
Kelly came to the house, and subsequently Ned Kelly and Steve Hart, and sat dowrdt6 teealked
home a distance of about three miles.

68. While they were having te&MNo, after having had tea there. She informed her mother,avir:
0 , who went into Beechworth next morning and told Detective Ward what her daughter had seen,
notice was taken of &t all.

69. That would be on the 26fh%es, the morning of the 26th, about a week before Mr. Nicol
was removed from Benalla.

70. Can you fix the date8”Much of this information did not come under my cognizance at the t
The witnesses can prove theeta The persons referred to can prove the dates.

71. You gave evidence of what occurred on the 25th and 26th of March, before the outlaw
captured, and you see Mr. Nicolson was in charge on the 25th of May, but Mr. Hare succeeded him
June, herefore it is most important that you should fix the dates, because you see Mr. Hare succeed
couple of days afte#? About a week before Mr. Nicolson was removed from Benalla, ®Ir8. got up
early to look for cows, and when passing an unoccupieden@bout six or seven miles from Beechwol

she saw Joe Byrne getting on his horse. She
AfLooking for Har e, to shoot him. o She had so
0 6 made her way into Beechworth and informed Detective Ward, who telegraphed the fact to Bena
resul t was that t hat ni ght Mr . Ni col son, Mr .

trackers, saw Mr®d 8 , who stated what she had seen, dedided it was no use going after him, and tt
returned to Benalla next day. Towards the end of April 1880, | had some conversation with the the
Secretary, Mr. Ramsay, on the Kelly business. He asked me my opinion how things were going dn.
thought that nothing was being done now, and that, beyond employing unreliable spies, | did not s
good Mr. Nicolson would ever effect. Mr. Ramsay told me he intended to consult his colleagues
subject, and a few days afterwards sent for meiaformed me that the Cabinet had unanimously dec
that Mr. Nicolson should be removed from his position, and that Mr. Hare should be sent in his pl
they were of opinion that Mr. Hare was the most able and efficient man for that duty. | wasteedqto
communicate the decision of the Government to Mr. Nicolson.

72. What position did Mr. Nicolson occupy at that tidhd?e was in charge. | sent him after
returned to my duties.

73. Was he next in charge to yourself in the fodc¥®s.

74. You saidhe was removed by the opinion of the Cabinet; the question asked you is this
position did Mr. Nicolson occupy in the police foréeRle was Inspecting Superintendent of Police with
honorary title of Assistant Commissioner. It was a title confearedhim by request of Mr. John Thom:
Smith, without my being consulted.

75. You gave in evidence that, in conversation with Mr. Ramsay, he said he would lay it bef
Cabinet, and that they unanimously arranged to remove Mr. Nicolson from his pdsiEom® charge of
the district.

6

Captain F. C. 76. You said from his position, and | then asked you what you meant by the pdsitibe®
Standish, unanimously decided to remove him from the charge of the Kelly operations. | at once communice
continued, . . . . .

23rd March 1881 decision of the Government to Mr. Nicolson, and got in replgcquest that | would arrange with the Ch

Secretary that Mr. Nicolson should have an interview with him. | met Mr. Ramsay at Government Hot



day, and | told him, and asked him if he would accede to it. Mr. Ramsay said he did not see any nect
seeing him, but if Mr. Nicolson wished it he would see him, but he would only see him in my pres
communicated this to Mr. Nicolson, and he came down, and we had fixed a certain hour &elxtidialy
10.30 a.nd to see Mr. Ramsay, and | told him tbfs. | also told him that Mr. Ramsay only wanted to !

him in my presence. I went to my office, as
afterwards to go and see Mr. Odgers, the Under Secretary, when | saw Mr. Nicolson trgireg toi$ way
into the Chief Secretaryés office. I am not ¢

Ramsay in the course of the morning, and Mr. Nicolson spoke for abouttreters of an hour the mo:
incoherent nonsense | ever heardny life. Mr. Ramsay decided that he was not to remain there; but, a
Ni col sondéds request, and with my concurrence,
came down to my office afterwardsckWheHel s aisc
back by the nexttraint he afternoon train.o He not only d
went to Sir James McCulloch to ask him to go and see Mr. Ramsay, and intercede on his behalf. <
McCulloch went the e , but after a few momentsd convers
Shortly afterwards Mr. Ni col son forced his w
Ramsay told me, spoke of me in a very nasty way, and abused me, vehereugMr . Ra ms a
Nicolson, supposing you were head of a department, and one of your subordinate officers came tc
abused you behind your back, what would you t
Mr. Nicolson; it was adressed to the detective office.

77. How long was this after the 26th of Julerhis was early in May. The following day a
telegrammar ked Aurgent o was addrdetectveadlficet d thdght he Madc
returned, soit wasbroughtto me. | opened it, and | found by that he could not possibly have returne
on chance | went down to the railway station to see if he was going off by the afternoon train thdt
waited there for a few minutes, and just as the tnas starting intumbled Mr. Nicolson. | only had time
to hand him the telegram and to gitém a bit of my mind. In fact | may say that on that occasion,
and subsequently when he was relieved, he behaved to me in a most disspureolent, and

ungentlemanly manner; and if | had not been a man who
is gifted with not a very bad temper, | should not only
have given him a bit of my mind but | would have suspended him from duty;

but I had no animosty against anybody irthe department. Though | had a great contempt for the ma
I had no ill-feeling againsthim. On Sunday the 27th of June 1880eft my residence about a quart
past two. A few minutes after | had left a telegramiged from Mr. Hare. | did not return to my abod:
till half-past four, when | found thistelegram. It was announcing the murder of Sherriti
by some of the outlaws. Mr . Hare requested me to communi

downto Melbourne on his way back to Queensland with the trackers, and to request him and urge ug
the propriety of assisting the department by returning at once to Beechwonttthe receipt of this telegrar
| at once sent a 1, who,t feard, was stayihgoat BgsendonOsént linm inby a har
and immediately wrote a letter to Mr. Ramsay to inform him of this. my letter | said | had written to Mr
O6Connor ; t hat | was not cer t ai thatifnle éid | sheuld either sen
them up by the early morning train or by a special train if necess&fyortly after Mr. Ramsay receive!
this letter. In the meantime | had been down at the telegraph office to communidtite Mr.

Hare, and | returnedto the club and | found Mr. Ramsay just arrived, and | talked the matter over

hi m; and | had not seen Mr. O6Connor , and was
Mr. Gi | Iplageswbhi ch was near btfor meRua orderafor & specialdraind | rejurned
the club with this i n my pocket, and | jtadsHim,

and asked him if he was willing to go up; said it was a matter of great urgency;redn a rathr haw

haw way, said he did not see any objection, and said he would go; and | asked when he would be re:
and he said he would go this evenind. told him | had an order for a special train and | would get i
once. He asked me to getthe train to meet him at Essendon, as his black trackers were at the lat
Thomas Smithds place. I went down to the spast
nine or ten; | do not know the time exactlyAbout twenty minuteso six the following morning, Monday
the 28th of June, | was asleep in bed when | was knocked Aigelegram was handed to me, saying tl
Superintendent Hare and his party would join
Glenrowan; hat Superintendent Hare in the early part of the encounter had been shot through the wri
first shot. It was too late. | could not have possibly caught the early train, so | communicated at once \
Ramsay, and got an order for a specialttam t ake me wup about nine 06
start | got a telegram announcing that Ned Kelly had been taken alive. A few minutes afterwards | we
to the railway station, and there | heard that Joe Byrne had been shot deaed Ibstapecial train, and gc

to Benalla about two o0b6cl ock. There was an en
went to the hotel at Benalla to see Superintendent Hare. | sat with him a short time, and then went bz
ralway stati on, and was detained there tild] fou

that the whole thing was over; the house had been burned, and the charred remains of Steve Hart
Kelly had been found in the housel wert on the special train, and when | got there everything was o\
instructed Mr. Sadleir not to hand over the charred remains of the outlaws. It is just possible he m
misunderstood me, but | certainly did say that to him; but it seems that pdhsitd was a misapprehensic
He allowed the friends of the outlaws to take away those two charred stumps, as you may call the
Ned Kelly lying severely wounded, and the body of Byrne. | ordered Ned Kelly to be brought dc



Benalla at once, wherhe was putinthe loekp and attended to.

Byrned

photographed there the next morning without my knowledgeinquest was held on Byrne and | instruct
him to be buried straight off in the Benalla cemeteiter inviting medical opinion, | found it was perfectl

safe and advisable to send NKeélly down to Melbourne. Having ascertainedhat

7

there was no risk in having Ned Kelly sent down to the Melbourne gaol, | ordered him to be taken dc
specialcarriage by the afternoon train, | think it was. | stayed at Benalla that day, and had an intervie

Captain F. C.
Standish,
continued,

Mr. Curnow, the schoolmaster, to whom certainly we are indebted for saving the lives of all the poli 53,4 varch 1881

for putting us on the track of the Kellysieturned to Melbourne the following day.

78. Is that alld3 That concludes my evidence. Of course, | am ready to answer any questions that ma
to me.

79.By the Chairmam® | intend to ask you a few questions upon your report of the 15th March :
and after that | wildl ask I nspector Nicolson
questions to ask you. In your report of the 5th of July, yodsay t i s asserted a
continued efforts of the police force to teaand capture the outlaws have been characterised by supine
apathy; that the police have been, in many cases, influenced by a desire to avoid rather than
offenders, while in connection with the recent outbreak, which led to the destrutttbe gang, it is
asserted that | have been guilty of most culpable procrastination; that the police officers have show
of generalship, and the conduct of the members of the force has been, according to some, character
inconceivable disgard of human life, and, according to others, by an absence of that courage ar
which every good constable should possess. | have long felt the injustice of these reflections, and |
time has now arrived when | can properly ask to have@éast ai ned whet her t he)
| think that, in the evidence that you have now given before the Commission, you have asserted tl
was both supineness and apathy on the part of Mr. Nicds@ePtainly.

80. You must have been awaretloét at the time you wrote tldisthis is the 5th of July 1880, afte
the Kellys were caugh®?Yes.

81. What was the period at which you lost confidence in Mr. Nicofsdh®ing his last stay in
Benalla. He remained there eleven months; and, as | have istdtedevidence, he kept saying he had
hand upon those outlaws.

82. That was before 18807 es, that was the early part of last year.

83. During his last stay at Benalla you lost confidence in i@ was doing nothing.

84. We want to know the time ydwegan to lose confidence in hitn? cannot say the particula
date; but if a man stays eleven months without ever doing anything, and always saying he is going
them immediatel§ has his eye upon thém cannot believe him.

85. That was before June 798 where you spoke of his being most insolent to you, and but for
good temper you would have thought of suspending &iffttat was in June 1880.

86. We have it in your evidence here that, on the 11th December, Mr. Nicolson went dov
returned on thd 2th; and you are given to understand that Mr. Nicolson did not warn the bankers 1
effort was to be made to stick up a badhkrat is so.

87. You say he did not warn the railway telegraph people, and so a splendid chance was
capture the Kellgy® Yes.

88. Had you confidence in him then. Can you fix about the time. Were these the things thi
leading up to the want of confidence in hém®/ell it rather shook my faith in him. | may say this letter
5th July was written after that. | wanted avestigation into the matter, but that the Honourable
Service, who was then Prime Minister, in the election at Maldon made a speech strongly reflecting
and the remarks were most unfair and uncalled for.

89. Have you got that speeéh?do not know for what purpose he turned round, and, pointing tc
colleague (Mr. Ramsay), said the fact is it was Mr. Ramsay that caught the Kellys. | think it was
unjustifiable proceeding on the part of Mr. Service, and most uncalled for.

90. On the 5thuly 1880 had you confidence in Mr. Nicolsén®did not refer to Mr. Nicolson in the
letter at all.

91. Had you lost confidence in Mr. Nicolson on that datefiad, and long before.

92. How long® Three or four months before.

93. What is the date of thé&Fifteenth of March 1880.

94. | refer to all these things you made referendefiist, supineness and apathy; and, secondly,
they desired rather to avoid than meet the K
that the policeoff cer s have shown a want of general shi
you qualify it® You know the police are constantly attacked in newspapers. Not that it ever affectec
the least, and, being a public servant, it never affeets m

95. You say, there, Al have been char géThat"
i s Mr. Servicebs statement.



96. AThat the police officers have shown
officers have shown awantgfe ner al shi p, 0 al l or any, and, i
showed a want of generalship. Do you believe they did o®nitthe of those who were actively engag
in the pursuit of the Kellys did.

97. Do you say Superintendent Harewhd generalship, and it would be a false charge sayin
showed a want of generalship® would be. We could not have had a better officer.

98. Do you say Mr. Sadleir showed want of generalship, you being Chief Commissioner of P«
that time® He never was at the head of affairs.

99. You do not say he showed want of generalghiya.

100. Do you think Mr. Nicolson showed want of generalship@o.

101. What were you in the service until you lefditPwas Chief Commissioner of Police.

102. What wasMr. Nicolson® Inspecting Superintendent of Police with the honorary title
fAssistant Commi ssioner. 0

103. Il's that honorary title of fAssistant
regulations® There is no such title in the regulations

104. What, by the regulations, are the duties of an inspecting superintendent, which Mr. N
was®d His duties are, by my instruction as head of the department, to visit the districts, and to \
stations, and to make a special report on ther,aherwise to be employed on such duties as the he

the department might direct him to perform.

Captain F. C.
Standish,
continued,
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105. | understand you to say that he waadh under your instructions, certain duties. Are these
dutesilt i s the duty of the inspecting superin
instructions as he may receive from the Chief Commissioner, to the several difiridtsee purpose ol
minutely inspecting the force, and reporting on the state in which he finds it, or for the purp
investigating and reporting on any charge of misconduct against the police, or any other matter w
Chief Commissioner of Poliomay wi sh t o h advThosearediigduties.d i nt o0 ?

106. Who is the next officer after Mr. Nicols@nBuperintendent Winch is the senior superintend
who is in charge of the City police.

107. Who is the next officed?Mr. Chomley.

108. The nex® | cannot remember all.

1009. Is it not Mr. Hare® No.

110. Is it Mr. Chamber&?| really cannot tell you. He is one of the five first.

111. The Commission wish to know how the districts are situated. Now in whose district is Mell
and the suburb®?Mr. Winchd s , the superintendent of the Cit

112. And outside the city of Melbourne whose district come8 Many of the suburbs are in th
metropolitan police.

113. From North Melbourne, in that district called the Ndttstern, what superintendent iscimarge
of the portion between the Melbourne district nesttsterly towards the NortBastern distric® That is
what is called the Bourke district. Mr. Hare is in charge.

114. Then Mr. Hare joins onto the Benalla distidct?es, and the NortEastern distat.

115. Who is the officer in charge of the NeEhstern distric® Mr. Sadleir.

116. Was he there at the time of the murdrges.

117. Is he there now?Yes.

118. Who are his inspectofsBubInspector Baber at Benalla, Sitspector Pewtress at Mansfield

119. Taking the NortlEa st er n | i ne, and commencing at
district stop at® Avenel.

120. What is the next statiohEuroa.

121. Is that the station the bank was robbed at. Do you mean us to understand that therzatties
line were notified up t o 0Otltasinformednhdtasome ofahk bahks in 1
North-Eastern district were likely to be stuck up.

122. | understand you to say that the banks in the district in which Mr. Nicolson wasotese
informed. Is that correcl?| believe they were not.

123. And then at AveneldYbb . Hareds distric

124. And Mr. SadVYeeirod6s commences?

125. Mr . Ni col son took charge of Mr. Sard®d e
He had charge of the Kelly pursuit party.

126. In that district® In that district.

127. Those are the two districts in which all these matters occariées.

128. Did anything in connection with the Kellys that you have told the Board of in your esit
occur out of the NortfEastern distriét were Euroa, Mansfield, Greta, and Glenrowan in the Ne#stern
district® Yes.

129. Would Wodonga be in #?Yes.

130. Did you mean to say in your evidence that Mr. Nicolson went to Albury or Wodbidh@ry.



131.That is out of the colong? Yes.

132. In the suddlistricts where the inspectors are you mentioned Mr. Pewtress, where does his
gotod® From the Broken River north to Woodds Poirt

133. Where is RKiHehaBmw bublistrictsheigistasoned at Benalla.

134. Was there an officer at Beechworth at the témil?. Brook Smith.

135. And all those outrages have been committed in the faskern distriét the murder of Sherritt
the Glenrowan affair, the murders at Wombat, and the rgkdtethe Bank, have all occurred in the Ner
Eastern distric® Yes.

136. What was the strength of the district at the time of the murders, the number of tBel mezily
cannot tell.

137. How many men was it increased &y®ell | think about a hundred a little over; a hundrec
and twenty men at one time.

138. Do you know the distance from the Wombat where the murders were committed, kn
Stringybark Creek, to the place where the murderers were brought to justice, burnt, ahdzbotdward |
can putmy finger on the map, but cannot tell the distance.

139. Is it under 30 mile$?1 should think about 30 miles.

140. How far is it from Greta, the residence of the Kellys, to the bank at Bufaah spot them or
the map, but | have not noticed the distaexactly.

141. On the report you made certain recomn
enquiry may be instituted by the Government, ¢
force has been, according to some, char&ed by an inconceivable disregard of human life, and accol
to others, by an absence of that courage and

opinion there is the least want of courage or dash in the constables or seojgalite®d | do not think so.

142. Do you believe there was supineness or apathy in these men as a body or in individual
constables shirking their duty, or in bringing the murderers to juéticé®lieve all the police employed i
the NorthEasern district were most anxious to catch the outlaws and would have endangered their
catch them.

143. That is your evidence as the head of the department, and after being six months with |
Yes, | do not say that in the force every man is a;himere may be some perhaps who have not nr
courage, but as a body | cannot speak too highly of the men under me for the six months | was at Ber

144. You were in constant daily communication with the sergeants, constables, and | CaptainF.C.
Benalla® | was. Standish,

continued,

145. Did you ever see the slightest reluctance at any time or period of the day or night to giyg4

once to perform their dutg?No, on the contrary, a laudable anxiety.

146. According to that, you approve of the conduct of those petceallowed the men to escaf
after the shooting of Sherritt, was that courageous condlidi?firm belief is that if they had left the hous
every one would have been shot dead.

147. You ask that #Athe enquiry mahe evidencefofuall
persons, whether members of the force or nod,
of course, that the country expédb ut you say fAthat the proceed
though the full details of at the police have been doing should be known to the Government, it wol
obviously contrary to public policy that they
aware that all the members on this Board are more or less identifiethe public, Members of Parliamen
or otherwise; that they receive no remuneration; that they have been severely criticised on this Boart
you think it would be fair to them that the press should not be préséhi?only objection to the pres:
being present has been entirely laid aside by the remark made by the Chairman on the first meeti
Board, which was to the effect that those portions of the evidence which may bring certain m
positions of annoyance and danger may not be teghdy the press.

148. Your number two recommendation you consider unnecessary now, provided what the ClI
said is carried out? Certainly; | have not the remotest objection to it; the only thing is, | hope
Commission will be good enough to exercéseertain amount of discretion to prevent the names of pe
being admitted into these proceedings to whom the consequences may be serious, or even fatal.

149. Then you wind up your report with thisren@afk They report of th
enquirys houl d, | t hink, be all t hat should find
names of the parties who would suffer in their persons or their property by giving information or ev
here are protected by the discretion of thei@nman, do you consider it at all desirable that the public sh
not have the fullest information upon dt? think not. Might | be allowed to suggest that some nam
mentioned teday should not appear upon the records.

The Witnessentioned the names several people named in his evidence which he wished to b
blank.



writer to cc¢

The Chairmar equested the shorthan
of the urning o fwadvot:

d
150. Did you approve b
there.

151. From what you have since, do you approve @& TRere is one matter to be consider¢
whether the outlaws were burnt alive.

152. | mean, taking the evidence as we have it, from what we suppose, whether they were
alive, would that amon meet with your approvad?If | had been in charge of the operations, | should
have had the house burnt down.

153. Who was in charge at that tideMr. Sadleir.

154. | suppose, after all, there is a certain amount of latitude allowed to men afcthevfm are in
dangerd Yes.

155. What was the nature of those instructions communicated to the police officers in the
Eastern District regarding their actions, should they receive any intelligence of the outlaws. Were tr
special instructions?? Every member of the police force was, if he heard any information, to commur
at once with the officer in charge of the district; but if there were good grounds for believing they we
certain place, and he could get a few men to go with himphlel go at once; but that in urgent césés

156. They had liberty to take action at oriefes, if they had a sufficient body of men to warr¢
their going out, but if one man heard the outlaws were a few miles off, of course he could not go him:

157. lask the question, because it was stated they were limited by certain regulations, and col
have been made about reeism, that they had good information, but that they could not act ug
without first communicating with the Police Departmearid great delay, in consequence, ensdidtithe
officer at Mansfield had information, it was his duty to telegraph it at once to the head of the district
he had sufficient men, to proceed at once. If he has only one man he could not go out himself.

158. What number would you consider it prudent for any man to startomEb@r men.

159. Then any petty officer in charge of any three men would be justified, as soon as
telegraphed the news to his superior officer, in starting at once in porses

160. Was there any instance of such a thing, where men receiving such information, ¢
proceedd | cannot bear in mind any case of that kind.

161. No similar case occurring at Mansfiéld®o; because you know there were no end of rep
and rumorsflying about, a great many false reports circulated, and if we had sent the police aftel
shadowy report of that kind, we should have worn the whole of them out to no purpose.

162. | mean from the officer in charge®™ the officer in charge, or the s®r subofficer in charge
saw his way to catch the outlaws, it was his duty to do so.

163. Mr . Hare in his official report says,
full party of men stationed, so that, if any information weseived about the Kellys, they would be ir
position to go in pursuit at once; and all | wished them to do was to communicate by telegraph v
previous to their starting off, so that | mif
Mr. Hare gave that instruction in June when he resumed the command, is it within your knowledge 1
was not the rule prior to his assuming command. It has been stated in the public press and elsew
there was a regulation in force, prembly through you as the permanent and responsible head ¢
department that, if the Kellys were heard of by the police, under no circumstances were they to go ai
unless they had communicated with the head of the department; and the questien asaMr. Hare in his
official report gives certain instructions, therefore it looks like a different instruction from those prev
acted on, was it or nad?l do not know what regulations Mr. Nicolson may have issued when in char

the Kelly opeations; | can say | never issued any.
POLICE . B
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Captain F. C. 164. If there were regulations of that sort, they were not in accordance with your instructions

Standish,  responsible head of the departméntertainly not.
continued,
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165. At the time you took charge of the Benalla district you stated you organized searchdp#vie:
had sear parties.

166. How many did those search parties generally cons&thdé?fixed number, it differed.

167. From six t6 0 25 Nine or ten.

168. In the event of those search parties being sent out, if they obtained what they believe
reliable informationyvere they allowed to proceed without waiting for any orders or instructions frond yc
Certainly.

169. Those parties were not instructed to go a certain distance, and then if they had obtz
information to return at certain fixed periods®o, they hadnstructions to act according to the best of th
judgement generally.

170. Was there no limitation as to the time they were to reluvdRen they were to return?

171. Were they under the charge of officérsSome were, and some under mfficers.
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172. Trere was always some recognised head to each parys.

173. In asking about the districts, | neglected one station, | recolleé m@s there not an officer ¢
Kilmore, the nearest station to Euroa, in the Bourke disfridt@s, Mr. Baber was stationed tke

174.The Chairmar(to Mr. Nicolsor).0 Do you desire to ask any questiodso.

The Witnes® Am | to submit to be crossxamined by anyone who is called here?

The Chairmar{(to Mr. Nicolson.0 Any question you ask now must arise out of the evidence
given.

175.By Mr. Nicolsomd Of course you know the difference between what is evidence, and wh
mere statementd?l know what is the difference between what is speaking the truth and telling a lie.

175a. That is not my question; you are aware of ifierdnce between the tdod

176.By the Commissiod The question asked is, do you know the difference between direct evi
and hearsay evidena@Everything | have stated is not exactly from my own knowledge, but | know
true.

177. You stated aboir. Wyatt® Mr. Wyatt told me it.

178.By Mr. Nicolsomd Is not a great portion of your evidence mere hearsay, and not what
within your own knowledge® | know it is true.

179. That is not an answer to my questinhave no other answer.

179a. Is thermot a considerable portion of the statements you have given just now h8agape
of it, but | know it to be true.

180. You were asked about the cause of the lawlessness at Beechworth, and you spok
wholesale system of catti#ealing there; are wonot aware that there are other causes of lawlessness
North-Eastern District® That was the principal crime of the district.

181. Are you aware whether there was any other reason for the Kelly gang taking tlée [fizdti@dve
these outrages would ver have happened if it had not been for the shooting of Constable Fitzpatrick, ¢
consequent anger and indignation of the Kellys at their mother having received that severe sentenc
their associates having received the sentence of six years.

182. Were you aware before this man Fitzpatrick was sent there that he was a man of bad éha
| was not; he was strongly recommended to me by Mr. C. A. Smyth.

183. Had you not occasion to remove him from Schnapper Point up to theBdsttrn Distrit?0
No; the incidents that came to my knowledge afterwards occurred at Schnapper Point, but | ne
information of them till after he was sent to Benalla.

184. Are you not aware that for some years, a considerable number of years back, the Bee
district has been unfortunate through various circumstances, in the officers stationed there, officers dy
through frequent changes of officers, peculiarlyésb®o not know what you are talking about.

185. Are you not aware that for some years, ssictamable number of years back, the Beechw
district has been unfortunate in the officers stationed there, officers dying, and through frequent ch:
officers, peculiarly sa® There were one or two; Mr. Barkley, in charge, died. What has that waitlddhis
case?

186.By the Commissiod Was it more so than any other distri&tPam not aware of it. At one tim
it was necessary to remove one or two men from a certain part of the district, but there was not &
removal of all hands.

187.By Mr. Ncolsond Were there not officers removed from time to tidheSo they are in any
district; state whom you refer to.

188. | refer to a series of officesThen speak out; none of your mysterious hints about officers.

189. Are you not awaéel have a delicacyni mentioning the officers, because many of them are d
but I will furnish a list of therd you know Whom | refer ta® | do not know, that is utterly untrue. 1 do n
know whom you refer to; mention the name, then | will admit it. Why not speak out lilkenainstead of
hemming and hawing and hesitating?

190. Who was the superintendent of the district previous to Mr. Saillkir? Barkley, of the
Beechworth district. You know all these things. Why cannot you mention them yourself?

191. | am examining you.dannot® You are talking nonsense.

192. Who was there before Mr. BarkléyPcannot remember.

193. Was there not a Mr. Wilsa™He was there after. | do not believe it was immediately before
Barkley.

194. Was there not a Mr. Purcell the¥efle was, but nain charge of the district.

195.By the Commissiod Was he superintendedNo.

196.By Mr. Nicolsomd Was there not one superintendent there for twelve mérthaean Mr.
Chomleyd He was there.

197. Do you remember my making an inspection of that distritB#8%3 | remember you made a
inspection of the district some time before this happened, but | must say | did not attach much impot
any of your reports. They were all merely twaddle.

198. Do you remember my reporting Greta station to §oves.



199. What did | recommend? cannot remember. | have not seen the papers. Captain F. C.

200. Do you remember my reporting the men and recommending their refniNeal? ;‘g{l‘:i';
201. Di d | recomndeYesd Thornds removal ? 23rd March 1881,

202. Do you remember the establishment of the Glenmdiers® Yes.

203. Do you remember the proposal to abolish Glenndole®as of very little use that station.

204. | am not asking that. Do you not recollect it being recommended to brea& iYep?

205. Do you remember my protesting against ito.

206. Do yu remember Mr. Montfort protesting againsitiRo.

207. The station was broken @pThe station was broken up.

208. Was | communicated with or consulted with about the breaking ofat Ligénnot remember.

209. Are you aware that at the time | went upirtspect that district the Glenmore station w
abolishedd | cannot tell.

210. Do you remember my reporting to you the occasion of that visit that there was a system «
and cattle stealing carried on uninterruptedly in that district by men from #ta @strictd | was perfectly
well aware of that before your report.

211. Why was no step taken to put a stop @ itdecline to answer that.

212. Did | not recommend that the arrangement should be made through the InSpeet@ and
with the police oNew South Wales for the police of one district to communicate with the other, establ
a system of communicatiod? do not remember your ever doing it.

212a. It was dorée 0

By the Chairma® In writing?

Mr. Nicolsond In writing.

213.By Mr. Nicolsomd Do you remember the arrest and conviction of the BaumgadeYiss.

214. Were you made aware who it was that brought the horses to Baumgarten on which th
committed that they were reported to the polidePwas made aware of that.

215. Who was it® | decline to answer.

216.Whyp Because | wonét.

217.By the Commissiod You decline answering that question. Of course the Commis
thoroughly understand the grounds on which that would be reasonably objected to in your mind.
think it would be injuriougo the safety of that person of his family by your giving that informaéoin’,
decline to answer the question unless ordered by the Commission. Allow me to observe that | he
asked a lot of questions which have nothing to do with the object of then@sion. | do not know whethe
it is intended on the part of Mr. Nicolson to annoy me or worry me.

The Chairmannstructed Mr. Nicolson to confine himself to cressamining the witness ol
evidence having relation to himself, Mr. Nicolson.

218.By Mr. Nimlsond Did you consult me in the abolition of the Glenmore staiohWould be
guided by the opinion of the officers of the district rather than the inspecting superintendent.

219. You say that, about a fortnight before the Euroa bank was stuck up, goedeicformation
from me that the bank was to be stuckaipdid.

220. In what form did you receive such information from me about the bank being about to b
up®d | cannot recollect; it may have been a letter, or it may have been a telegram.

221. Whe | was sent up to the NortBastern District the officer there was Mr. Sadi@ifes.

222. You are aware that Mr. Sadleir was convalescent, after severe rheumatié fégenas all
right when | was there.

223. And that he was unable to go out of cAmp goout with search partied?l was not aware ol
that.

224. Are you not aware that | had no officer at my disposal there excepting Mr. Sadleafe was
only you and Mr. Sadleir there, the officer in charge of Mansfield.

225. If Mr. Sadleir was recovering frofever, and was only convalescent, was he fit to go ou
duty®d Two months after he was in capital health.

226. That was two months after. Are you not aware that | had to go out on search partie®nhy
know | went out a great deal.

227. Had | any leders to take charge of parties of men in that district to go out on search v
went up on the 28th October 18@8You had several subfficers in the distridd Sergeant Steele, and th
kind of men.

228.By the Commissiod Was not there Mr. Brook Smith &eechworth; was there not M
Pewtress at Mansfielé?Yes.

229. And the superintendent of the district, Mr. Sadleir, at BeechvidbiYie®.

230.By Mr. Nicolsomd | spoke of the men to go out as leaders. What is the quality of a leader
out; is he not oryla man in a proper state of health, fit to take charge of men, but a person particularly
knowledge of the distric® Yes.

230a. Who, when | went up there, were fit in that v@aifhere were lots of men who knew tt
country.

231. Were theyeniorconstables or nenommissioned officers who also knew the courdrylo
not know what you are driving at.

232. Who were fit when | went up thefeBergeant Steele.



233. Who else® There were other good men.

234. There was Seni@onstable Jamed?Yes,he was a good man.

235.By the Commissiod Was Strachan fit? He was a blathering fellow.

236. Was Senie€onstable Kelly@ He was a good man in some ways.

237. Was Whelan, of Benalld™e was foot, not mounted. He was a most excellenbffider.

238. Wasltere a man in Beechworth fit to take chadyé®r. Brook Smith was in charge.

239.By Mr. Nicolsomd Was there not an entire absence of men fit to be leadl&¥&?sent up a loi
of men immediately after the outrage. There were a number of very excellesemearp immediately afte
the murder of Scanlan.

240. You say | was out a great deal on search padti¥s®.

241. Did not that necessitate Mr. Sadleir staying at héne®ippose so.
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242. Was not the result of that that | was compelled to go out instead of remaining at home
guarters, managing the business. Did it not cause me to leave the office, so that | went out and lef
officer to carry on the business and correspondeéndé® correspondence of the office was carried on by
officer in charge.

243. With whom had you correspondentd’had correspondence with you.

244. Was it not mostly with Mr. Sadle&? do not think so.

245. If the circumstances of the case compelled me to go out into the bush, and go into th
country, and so on, whose duty was it then to carry on the correspondléffee®dfficer in charge.

246. Would you expect that | would do both at once at the sam@dti@ecourse if you were in the
bush you cannot be in the office.

247. You made the remark here, you never omitted to take steps to do everything. When you
there Mr. Hare was very indefatigable, and so on, and popular with the men, whom heilredtiesthdls, not
like dogs. What officer did you refer to that treated them like dbdsferely stated that Mr. Hare treated t
men like friends, not like dogs.

248.By the Commissiod The clear inference left on my mind was that, if Superintendent Hate
not treated the men like dogs, some other officer éiddftd not say so.

249. The clear inference from the statement and your manner was that someoné else did

250.By Mr. Nicolso® When you came up to Euroa, on hearing of the robbery there, on thediit
stated you found me ill, and sent me to todvryes.

251. Are you sure it was not the day aféedould not say whether it was that day or the day aftel

252. You stated that you despatched a party away out to the Strathbogie ranges on that @dci
never made such a statement.

253. You stated you despatched a party from Euroa in pursuit in the ranges when questioned
in your evidence® | never made such a statement.

254. Did | come down to town, or was | sent dodnou were relieved by me.

255. To get medical attendanée?s | was going to stay up permanently at the time.

256. Did you, at any of your visits previous to the Euroa sticking up, make remarks abc
remissnessy? | never made any statement about you. The first two months you veses flou were very
active rushing about the country, morning and réginmt fact, rushing about too much | thought.

257. You say you came down to town, and you found things in a mess in your®ffies? very
muddly.

258. Did you ever express anything ofttkiead to me® | did not see the use of it.

259. You did not® No.

260. Can you give any instance of whabtAlyteL
matters which are generally disposed of in five minutes you used to keep over five days.

261.Did you find that® Yes.

262. Did you find any files in your office, left behind there, that were not kept behind for a pudrpc
| cannot recollect that.

263. Was it on all occasions when you came to fowou came several timed?Three times | came.

264. Onthose occasions did you find anything wrong in the officé@id not do any business in tk
office.

265. Did you not find everything in order in the offiéePnever did any business in the office.

266. When you returned?There were a great many things heler.

267. Were they not files held over for you as the head of the department, as I, as your locunr
did not feel justified in dealing with them mys&if? always heard that you were most procrastinating,
delayed matters most frightfully when wyohad charge of the offiéethat is your nature, to be
procrastinator.

268. You say, when | succeeded you in July, | employed spies and ég¥es?you told me
yourself.



269. You said | must have known they were sympathizers with the Kellys. Whabtlasseple do
you suppose you could obtain the information from people who knew anything about the Kellys ex
that class@ Exactly; but you must not allow yourself to be made a fool of.

270. How was 18 | heard that some of the men whom you employed tsdake your money an
laugh at you behind your back and tell the Kellys.

271. You were told tha#? Yes, by three or four people.

272. Is it fair to make a statement of that kind without evidence. Do you remember the first vi
made to Benalla aftértook charge® Yes.

273. Do you remember an agent, whom | obtained, coming and meeting me with you pdvatety:

274. Do you recollect that man receiving a considerable sum of money, from £25 & 80?7
whom?

275. Do you recollect his receiving mondyRo, not from me.

276. Do you recollect his receiving some, said to be for the purchase of a lkhdors®u remembel
giving that man an order to any telegraph master, on a slip of paper, in writing, to all telegraphdms
fiPermit the beargers ttoo stefesd Fa nCy. Sme?sds

277. Do you remember giving a sum of money on that occasibia?

278. Did you give the money ord? had no money with me.

279. Did the man not receive a sum of money from you that gkt to my knowledge. | do no
remembegiving the money.

280. You did® It is possible | may have; | do not remember it. | am not at all guided by
statements.

281. Do you recollect that that document you gave in that order to the telegraph office was, in:
writing to the telegraph mees, to allow him to send any information to Mr. Nicolson, that you told hir
send it to you in Melbourné&?Do not get excited; | have some recollection of giving an order to :
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282. To send the information to you in Melbourédo not recollect that.
283. You speak from hearsay? speak of many things | heard from your own mouth.

284. You received a report on the subject where information was givéndbythat he had seen ,g,

man on horseback, and so 6n?Pou telegraphed me to come @md telegraphed me not to come up.

285. Did | not send a report to yau? do not remember. The report will be in your office.

286.By the Commissiod As a matter of fact, evidence was given by the party named, and the
of that was that it was decidéby the police to take action on that evidence, and when the horses
saddled when Mr. Sadleir came back, and without his being consulted, he found the purs
abandoned? Yes.

287. Was there a subsequent explanation, of why that took place, # yada?not remember. |
remember his telegraphing me not to come up. Mr. Nicolson can produce the papers.

288. You do not know that there wésPdo not remember.

289.By Mr. Nicolsomd | can put a different complexion on that when | make my statement. /
insubordination at the railway station, do you recollect sending me a note requesting me to come
town, that you wished a conversation with me about various mattafss.

290. To come down on Thursd&y¥es.

291. | had to come down on Friday night,asoto come to your office on Saturday mornihgfes.

292. When | came to your office on Saturday, what did youds&yRich interview?

29 3. The first interview, did you first S ¢
torelieveyou,andt send up some one i n yd\Yes,lthinkkewaote tooyou of
the subject.

294. Where was the conversation you wrote me we were to have togethery office.

295. Was that the first thing you addresseddnké™y memory serves me think | wrote you.

296. You wrote me, but not telling me | was to be supers@dgtire witness looked for thetter.] |
thought | had written to him to tell him he was superseded, but it seems | wrote him to come down.
the letted 1 2 6 t h A pConfitlential.8V8/ @ear Nicolson, | should be glad to see you down her
Thursday to have a chat with you. Please come down by the evening train, and come to my o
following day as early as convenient. | had a long interview @&ith this morning. H is of opinion that
the outlaws are at present between thenil# and the scene of the murders on the Wombat ranges. | di
gain much intelligence. He spoke very frankly

297. Had we any conversation about that on that aoc@siNot on that occasion you came dow
Our whole conversation was about your removal.

298.By the Commissiod It was in consequence of that letter Mr. Nicolson came to town. Wa
occasion you told him they had decided to remove aiinthink it was.



Crossexamined bMr . O6Connor

299. Do not you remember saying to Mr. Sadleir that although he was superintendent he w.
under me for that part$?Certainly not.

300. Do you remember some time about May 1879 receiving a letter informing you thatrfmmnsy
answering the description of the Kellys were in a hut near Befalla@member receiving certail
information about the outlaws from a certain source.

301. I will bring it to your recollectiody ou wer e di ni n @ | ramemiérreceivihé

that letter.

302.By the Commissioft o Mr . Y®olCtlatwiat you refer to in your printed let@rPhere
were two occurrencés[examining the pap§?d Yes, that is.

303.By Mr . (b tBeowitmegsd When you retired fr omttdthe
hotel, did you not® Yes.

304. To interview Mr. Hare® Yes.

305. When | joined you some two hours afterwards, and asked you what the contents of tt
were, did you tell me¥® No.

306. To whom did you communicate the contents of that I8tt#ria no business of yours.

307. The Commission are asking oit is for their information® Mr. Chairman, do you wish m«
to answer that.

308. What were the contents of that lgitérwant to show that that letter should have be
communicated to mé&?(The witnes made an impatient gestiire

309. You may sniff, but that will not alter it at @l? have not the slightest objection to answer -
question to the Chairman of the Commission. | communicated to Mr. Hare.

310. You consider the information contained inttledter was very importand?The information
was discussed by Mr. Hare and myself, and we determined to adopt a certain course.

311. That is not my questiéndid you consider it importand?| did.

312. That is what you ought to have answered fr&ill you conduct yourself like a gentleman?

The Chairman nt er posed, and requested both Capt

feelings.

The Witnes® He is so insolent in his manner.

313.By Mr . @Oy didnyournot inform me, or order myself atite boys to pick up the
tracks® Because if we had had you and your numerous baggage, horses, and trackers, we should }
known some hours before we got there.

314. How many men accompanied Mr. Hare in that party@ven or eight.

315.By the Commissiod You took immediate action in the mattér¥es.

316.By Mr . @dMDypwereave sent for and our services not made uge Tty were seni
for against my recommendation.

317. Do you ever remember saying to me that you would endeavor to get the witilyst my
valuable assistancé&? never said any such thing.

318. From the outset you were jealous of my trackers finding the ouflaWs® is absolutely

untrue.

319. What was the r esuldtYouh#édbatterask MaHaeds vi ¢
320. Isyour memory so bad?He went with a party of men and ransacked the hut.
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321. Did Mr. Hare meet a man coming from the hut?

The Chairmar(to Mr. O6 C o f.dhYou had better for the present confine your questions to
personal matters you wish dealt with at this sitting. The witness stated he had heard things abou
would not like to mention.

Mr . 0O 6 G dlemadersome reflections about myvpte character, but | do not care a fig abot
from a man of his private character, but | should like him to state what he alluded to.

322.The Chairmar® Captain Standish referred to your letter in which you said you had been ti
in an ungentlemanlyngenerous, and discourteous manner by him throughout the whole sixteen mon
were under his command, and he said he gave that the lie direct, and further that he found out th
made him keep out of your company; do you desire to say any#bogt thatd Capt ai n
knowledge of my private character is very limited, and all | can say is that if he has so low an estimat
character | care very little about it, considering the character of the man who judges. He said | was
and proper person; | say that of him.

323.By Mr . tdé Beowitmegsd Did you allude to my private charactérNo; | said things
came to my knowledge that shook my faith in you.

Mr . OO0 O det hinosay it.

324.By the Commissiofio the witnessd It hi n k , in fair play to
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state what you refer t6?Y ou  ( Mr . O6Connor) told sever al pe
certain lady, and | remember asking what day, and you said on the anniversary of your birhdayh of
February, and | found that you were married all the time.

Mr . O 6 © bgive that the lie direct. | say that is a falsehood, and | am ready to prove it. C
occasion when | dined with Captain \®ttoaarcertairsyjoyn(
|l ady; 6 and | sai d, AiThat is nonsense, it i s
letter congratulating me. | immediately wrote back and said there was not a word of truth in it.

The Witnes® | was drivend s ay t hi s, and Mr . O6Connor v
Benalla.

Mr . OO0 G 8ut everything was quite correct.

Captain Standisld May | ask for all that to be withdrawn. | request, as a particular favor, you ¢
the whole of that to be expged from the evidence.

Mr . O06 8 damrsarry for my loss of temper, and will be glad if this matter be not reported.

The Chairmarobserved that as the earlier stateme
in theHerald newspaper he did nsee how the latter remarks could be withdrawn.

The witness withdrew

Adjourned tildmorlew even ob6cl ock t

000000

THURSDAY, 24+ MARCH 1881
Present:

Hon. F. lLoNnGMORE, M.L.A., in the Chair;
G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,, J. Gibb, Esq., M.L.A,,
G. W.Hall, Esqg., M.L.A,, E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P.,
W. Anderson, Esg., M.L.A,, J. H. Graves, Esq., M.L.A,,

Charles Hope Nicolson sworn and examined.

325. You are desirous of just making a statement 8ovés.

326. Tobe crossexamined upon hereaftér? am just ready for both statement and cresamination.

327. What is the position you occug@y?Acting Chief Commissioner of Police.

328. Since wher®? About the month of July 1880.

329. What was your position in the polipgior to that® Assistant Commissioner of Police, ar
Inspecting Superintendent; when | was appointed the former it was stated that that was the more ar
appellation for the duties | was performingg mean the Assistant Commissioner of Police, tociwhny grade
was changed, as it better expressed my duties.

330. How longd | was appointed Assistant Commissioner a very few months before that.

331. About that time® A few months prior.

332. | think it will be better for you to take the course that CafBsamdish took yesterday, and ju
explain your proceedings in connection with the Kelly outl@vy®s. On the 28th of October 1878, Mondz
I received instructions from Captain Standish to proceed at once to Benalla as some news had arriv
murder ¢ a constable, Constable Scanlan, and some other serious catastrophe had taken place. |
Benalla that evening. | found that evening the town of Benalla, and even people along the railway i
state of great excitement. When | reached thBost Mr. Sadleir, the superintendent of the district, was a
on duty in the north of the district towards Shepparton, | believe. Next morning Mr. Sadleir, in the cours
forenoon, arrived on horseback.

333. Will you fix dates® That was the 29th. M Sadleir had very little news of the matter at that tir
He rested for an hour and proceeded on horseback to Mansfield, the scene of the outrage. On the :
police had been sent up, but the police were a very small number there.

334. About how may?d Throughout the district there were not about 50 or 60 mounted men, exc
of 40 or 50 foot constables.

335. For the whole distriad?Yes, at that time, but more men had been sent up, and along with me
foot police were sent up and a few mountechme

336. How many®@ | am not aware how many. They were not sent to Benalla, or with my knowl: C. H. Nicolson,
They went in the train with me and went on, having received their routes to other parts of the distric _ continued,

course of the next day, and very soon afterwardsyfarcements arrived. It was the time Serge

24th March 1881,



Kennedyds body had not been found, and Mr . S
from Mansfield which found his body.

337. How long was that after he went 8pRbout the 30th. There we also two other parties at fir:
when | arrived, which were unaccounted for, about which there was considerabledatixésty two parties
of police that went out at the same time that the other was out.

338. They went out at the same time as Kennedy wat® Yes, and there was considerat
anxiety about them. When Mr. Sadleir went up to Mansfield there was another officer there, Mr. Pew
is the custom, | may say, and the duty of an officer in charge of the district, to proceed to the spoas:
possible, when any very serious crime occurs.

339. What was Mr. PewtressA subinspector. Those two parties that | allude to, | cannot give
days, but they turned up in a day or two, one of them coming into Benalla. | formed a search party,
out parties on the 29hparties of men that | could muster together to look those méntaigearch for
them.

340. In charge of whond?One party in charge of Seni@onstable James, and the other pari
cannot say in whose commandi do not recollect.

341.How many in each partg?Not above four or five in each party at that time.

342. Those started from whefeFrom Benalla. On the 30th instant by the last train | wen
Wangaratta to see the state of things there. | then went on alone down to Myrthefaudhtthat country.
On the 29tH | must go back again to that daté had by correspondence, not being on the spot, organ
with SublInspector Smith and Sergeant Steele, and despatched two search parties from Wangai
those parties came in in affelays.

343. How long afteé¥ within a week® Yes, within a week, they having scoured the Kelly cour
away behind on the south of the Nedhstern and Beechworth road one way and another. Before com
they had got news of those other two missing partiaving turned up, and further particulars of -
murder® the two parties that went from Wangaratta and the two parties from Benalla. At this time
not known who the two murderers were beyond the two Kellys. It was not known who the third and
murderers were. Do you wish me to go on from day to day?

344. Just as shortly as you can pud itjjuite understand. The next incident of any importance
occurred was the rumor, about the 1st November, of a man having been stuck up by the gahuoayh
flats near the Baumgartenods place. On hearin
deal of experience in police matters of this sort, particularly through having had charge of the detecti
for fourteen years; we wetearing wild rumors every day, but there was something in this that struck
correct. We thought there was something in it. | despatched a party that same night to Wodonga, wi
to make their way to this spot, find out this man, and to enquii&ti

345. Who had charge of that paiyPetective Kennedy, now Sdhspector Kennedy. The
following day | was very anxious, Mr. Sadleir and | did not hear from them. Hearing nothing from this
and no further news from Wodonga, | took the train mddhga myself and met the party. They reporte
me they had seen the man, found him out. He was a farmer down there, and they were very doubi
the truth of his statement. He had been drinking, and his statements were wild and doubtful.

346. Whatwas the name of the mahMargery.

347. Are you quite sure it -upweas? ltavas bitharivey side
about a mile or two from the Baumgartens?o. I
next day, went bk to the spot to see the man Margery who said he was stuck up. | found the man
then raving or anything of that kind. He evidently had been drinking, but it appeared to me to drc
fright, and when | saw him he was clean and cool and able¢oagtoherent account, and from the acca
he gave to me | had no doubt he had seen the outlaws. We ran down the river calling at huts and e

many places till]l I came to Baumgartenods. I we
horsestealing a man who was connected with the Kelly lot. | learned that on the previous day the ¢
had come out from the | agoons, of f the islan

about 200 yards off. | found that they haaimped there and had disappeared at sunset.

348. Did you find their cam@? Yes, found their camp.

349. What date was th&?2 will tell you exacthyd [examining a pocketood 2nd November,
Saturday.

350. You say it was on the 2nd November you saw the ¥, and it was on the same day | si
this. | had with me one good blackfelldva Darling blackiracked who traced them up within a quarter
a mile of Barnawartha. By that tidethe time we reached théret was dark, and the tracker could proce
no further,but the tracks were leading away to the right.

351. Towards wheré?Towards Indigo Creek. | found that they had passed through Wangarat
Everton on the Sunday, the third of November.

352. Had you good proof then that you were on the track of thedllyes, up to reaching the
common.

353. You are satisfied they were the KelysDecidedly.

354. That was their camp you came acrdsBecidedly, and their horsg@srom the description ol
both Margery and Mrs. William Baumgarten they were decidedly the hargkthe dress of the men, al
the arms that had been taken from the police. There was no doubt about that whatever. They passe
Wangaratta and Everton, upon the 3rd, on their return. Between the interval before the return, and
heard of tis, | spent some time down there fruitlessly searching, to the punts and other places to se



get tr

aces of them crossing the river by Bau

evident their intention was to cross the rjvieat the river had risen very higththe greatest flood that ha
taken place for a very long tiddeand they were baffled and could not cross. | do not think since the
has been so high, but you will observe that it appears | lost the trace of thenit gbedark on the 2nd
they passed through Wangaratta and Everton the following night, the 3rd.
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continued,
24th March 1881
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355. How far distant is thad?l should say 60 or 70 miles. Théwd just ridden straight back withol
a halt. They had rested in the lagoon, and rested their horses there, and ridden straight back without ¢

356. Then did you ascertain they had passed through Evérives, they called at certain places, a
were ecoghized. | need not repeat to you the next event.

357. Anything of no importance you can pass oddrhad also the country about there, Rats Cas
and all the ranges, thoroughly searched by the party under Sergeant Harker of Wodonga.

358. Did you losalll trace of them® Yes; after | heard they had passed through Everton on the
of the 3rd.

359. From that point did you lose all trace of them after they passed through Wangaraita?

360. For how long® The next trace of them was sometime afterwdaBdgqtain Standish came up 6
November.

361. The blackrackers were not then engagédo; we had a few blaekackers picked up here ar
there, and that man | had then with me was a really skilled black. At that time we could get little
assistancerdm the inhabitants, and the people were all through the country in such a state of terror.
was shown us in every town in the district, but no information given. The people seemed to be more .
the gang than confident in the police. Thetrtaxe that | heard of them was on the occasion, about the 7
November, when Captain Standish happened accidentally to be up in Benalla with me. He came u
over matters with me, and we went up to Beechworth that night as related by him. tateathat on my
arrival ther@ we arrived at da& and when daylight broke | found a very large number of police colle
together, upwards of fifty mounted men, that had joined us, and we had a great cavalcade.

362. Was that the time the force was incrd@en the interval reinforcements had been sent. D
mention that on the morning when we were proceeding to that place the police poured in a great cava

363. Search parties returnifigNo; they had been gathered there specially.

364. By your orders¥ No.

365. Was it gathering by accideétMo; orders that had been issued. | took up a few police a
blacktracker myself, but | found this large number of police about Beechworth and the place we wer
to. They were sent into the district. | merehean to show that this collection of men was improper,
calculated to defeat the object we had in view.

366. Who was responsible for that? cannot say by whom they were collected. It was not by m
interfered with my arrangements. As we went aloeghad to cross some very rough country, great rangt
granite, and the rumbling noise that the party made was simply just like thunder, and the people he
mile off.

367. Under whose orders were those men at this particulad timder you or Inspéor Sadleird
No. | know nothing about the particulars of this occasion. Mr. Sadleir met Captain Standish and myse
left together talking, and Mr. Sadleir telling him all as we went along. We gathered all the police, til
were upwards of fiftyl could not tell what Mr. Sadleir was talking about. All those arrangements were
before | arrived.

368. You were not responsible, and disapproved &f ¥t@s; and | was perfectly ignorant of it.

369. Under whose orders were théyQf course, when CaptaStandish came, he was in commat
he being the Chief Commissioner of Police, otherwise | would have been, otherwise Mr. Sadleir.

370. Were those men gathered at this particular point by the order of Captain Standish or an'
you know of® | do notthink they were gathered by Captain Standish.

371. Was it merely by accidénwhat was the occasion of meetidgPhat some importan
information had reached the police at Beechworth about the Kellys, and something likely to come of it

372. This was not ahe time of the sympathisers being arresdeti®, it was on the 7th of Novembe

373. Nothing came of that gathering of the pol&&vell, | will go on to mention about that. Ver
shortly we came in sight (after we got on some low ground) of what | was&sokl wt he Sher ri

374. ion 6th November 1878 I proceeded to
eight p.m. While we were talking we received an urgent despatch from Mr. Sadleir, then at Beechwo
the Kellys had beenat S&ls t opol . 06 That was given by Capresali
have been reflected upon and attacked about this matter, and | wish to speak about it.

375. How near were you to Sebastopol when this meeting of police took dpldée2vere all
gathered within three miles of Beechworth.

376. You do not know by whose ordedsRo, | cannot say. | must say about Captain Standish thi
had nothing to do with those orders. If anyone had to do with those orders, it would be Superir



Sadleir. Camain Standish came up and was a stranger in the matter, until he was informed by Mr. Sadl

377. You were the responsible offic&rAnd | was perfectly ignorant of the matter.

378. You were in charge of the distriét¥es, but Captain Standish came up itie district.

379. You had that district under your special command for the Kelly busin&&s?

380. | think a misapprehension has arisen: the district was locally under the charge of Mr. Sad
you were superior officer when you arrived to takarge of this particular business, and when Cap
Standish came, he took charge of those fifty meH® did not come to take control on that particu
occasion.

381. Did they come without ordefs? cannot say.

382. Under whose directions did those fiftyermappea® When they made their appearance
daylight | saw them, and they fell in under Captain Standish; but I did not know who summoned them.

383. Cannot you tell, from information since, as to under whose directions those men came or
some offcer ordered thend?Well, Mr. Sadleir did, | believe, give orders in some instances; but | dc

believe he did in all cases.
384. Who did in other cases? cannot say; the men sometimes came voluntarily.
385. Was Captain Standish at the head of thosednilio?
386. Were the body of men under anybody as they cardeTih@y came trooping in.
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387. You admit you were the responsible officer tBetteat you arrived at this spot with Capta C. H. Nicolson,

Standish, and you do not attach any blame to him since he wasaret@ithis being doné?Yes.

388. You arrived there and met the fifty men, and you found this condition of things you disa|
of; did you remonstrate with the officer under you for this mistdkid®t at that time and at once; Capte
Standish and MrSadleir were very much engaged talking; | could not hear what they were saying; |
not hear what they said, there was such a confounded noise. | saw the men riding together, and
myself to knocking the men into some order. | went to thewvarsubo f f i cer s and as|
men?0o6 and | said, ifiKeep them together; o0 and t

389. You desire us to understand that you were interfered with and men brought there withc
knowledge who should not have be&n?o, | merely mention that as an instance. | am coming to somel
more important. | have been attacked about this, and | was going on to tell what | saw. We then ci
hut , called Sherritt'o, and, as r el adt enentiob suchG
thing as | am going to mention, except that insinuations have been made that | had almost avoidec
with the Kellysd it was insinuated yesterday. | knew nothing about what was going. | was riding by r

with two or three men nea me , when Mr . Sadl eir came up ant
house of the Sherritts; o you wil!/|l do this an
was backed by a | arge paddo oksendbsomée men imte tthat paddock] k
see the men do not escape by the back; o and
names) fAcome along with me; 0 and | gal l oped

wasso noisy) we were expecting to get these men asleapd | called to the men to come with me, an
galloped to the front.

390. You singled out a few others to go with yduves.

391. Where did this information come fron®r. Sadleir got sormé o

392. You knewnothing about the object of your ride that morning until just when you came in
of the hut® No, excepting that the Kellys were about; but | was told nothing about where we were g
or were likely to find them.

393. You did not know where you wegeing, and what was the object of the ride that morning, t
you were told tB¥dgs. was Sherrittdés hut?

394. Were you then acting under the control or under the orders of Captain Standish or Mr. !
Captain Standish says as follov At 4 started. fronwBeechworth, and made at once to the h
of the Sherritt family, where, it was said, the outlaws had been. Arrived there very early in the m
scattered our men around in the bush, and sent a party of seven or eight men, under Mn, Nicséarch
the house. 0 Were you und kreceiMed ne ingtractiohsrfromt CaptainrStanvdie

395. Did he send you with &Noght men to sec

396. Then he is incorre@?That may be his impression, but it ist tioe case.

397. Who was in char@eyou stated just now that Captain Standish did not take charge, but ce
consult, and you went out, and he was consulting during the ride. Who was indclgatgeMr. Sadleir, or
Captain Standish, on that morninghere nust have been one of yau? never thought of taking charge.
left the matter with Captain Standish and Mr. Sadleir.

398. | want to clear this up. | understood you had no information of what was being dor
morning until you received information fromrMSadleid was Mr. Sadleir in charge up to that poihtYes.
| did not interfere with him, as this was his information that we were out upon.

399. Were you amenable to any instructions that would be issued by Mr. SaiNeirhe was my
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junior officer; but lwould never think, on an occasion of that kind, of disputing. | was thinking only of -
ought to be done. | never gave any thought about etiquette or rank. | did what | thought was best L
circumstances when he came and spoke to me.

400. When he&ame up and consulted you in that manner, would it not have been your duty t
taken charge of the party and directed the men, or failing that, to have given him éhladgk?

401. You gave him instructions to take commandunderstood you to state yaconsidered the
noise to be detrimental to the object you had in view, you consequently rushed with a few men to se
hut® | turned to Mr. Sadl ei r, and | sai d, fiYou
in that field, andset t he outl aws not escaping there.o

402. You looked upon Mr. Sadleir as the commander at thatdirdédll, | gave him his orders the
when he came to say, i Mr . Ni col son, you | ook
will lookafter t he front . o

403. There was no misunderstanding at this time; you mutually agreed as to the course to k
There was no dissension between the offiéefd@ne whatever. | went into the hut. We had to turn a s
turn to the left to make for the hutrode down the entrance passage, about that bégdtneading his
armgd which | did full speed, threw my legs off my horse, and burst in the door, one of the r
Constable Bracken attempted to pass in front of me. It has been my custamellknown custon in the
police forcé that no one should go before me on any occasion of this kind. | pushed this man aside
gun went off. | went suddenly from room to room. | have been accustomed to that sort of duty. | rust
the next bedroom, whipped offdttlothes, and ran to the next room and did the same, and so all th
and | found the whole thing was nothing.

404. At what distance could a man have heard that noise of the police you sgbkgneftnan told
me afterwards he heard us a mile away.

405.Giving plenty of opportunities of escapirfy®e went on after that to another hut, and galloj
up to that in the same way, and the man said he had heard us a mile off. We went on till at last we
Mr s . Byrneds hut, and f, atusomk distance effnipobsgrvet Gaptain SBam
surrounded by a number of men, in conversation with a slip of a lad, a young native of the same
youth as | supposed the Kellys to be, because | knew Ned Kelly very well; | had been previguaigtad
with him. | came up to them, and | found Captain Standish was making proposals to this man to h
and to betray the Kellys. This was in the presence and in the hearing of a lot of mounted constables.

405a. Was there more than one of those ofehe character of the Kellyd?Only one. | then went
and remonstrated with Captain Standish for making such proposals to a man like that in the he
others, of any person whatever.

PoLIcE. C
18
C. H. Nicolson, 406. Can you give the names of any present thérizsink Detective Ward was one who was prese
243?23:2:]5?'1 881 It would be quite easy to ascertain.
407. Did this whole body of men remain together after you had searched th@ Aft¢? Mrs.
Byrneds,; after searching three huts the men

person with any experience in police duty would have done sticing It was contrary to all practice t
make proposals to a man like that, especially in the state of terror the country was in, to make prof
that kind to anyone.

408. Did you believe from what you saw that the Kellys had been in that immeeligidorhoodd
From what | have heard since | believe they had. | will come back to that. The information that was a
on that occasion, was given by a laboring man, who had been stopping back amongst those ranc
nei ghbor hood oubke. 3¢verl dayB after heecanse into @eechworth, and got drunk, and
what is termed fAblowingd about this. The mat
Sadleir happened to be at Beechworth, and the action | have described was thiagn

409. Was that some days after this raid you have tolddisiitér that those men came bagkS3ome
days previoud this was old information.

410. It was his information that led up to the proceedings you have desérilfed?but it was too
old.

411.0 d you remonstrate with Captain Standis
of men together before you went to the otbel, | did not. | did not know what was going to be done.

412. This was all done without your knowledge?es. The ext thing that occurred was about t
12th of November. | had come down from Beechworth to Wangaratta, and a messenger came in al
tell me that a party of police under Slitspector Brook Smith had traced the outlaws from LR&wan and
Ryanés from along the Wallaby ranges, and had
police horses, which had been taken from the murdered police by the outlaws. | sent back word to th
were undecided whether to coméo Wangaratta or to remain where they were) to remain where they
and by all means to keep the fact of their finding the horse seenethour or two afterwards | heard a par



of horsemen riding into Wangaratta in the dark, about eight o'clableiavening, and leading a horse.

413. Were those the polic@¥es.

414. And leading this horse you have referreddtd®s, | ascertained that was the horse
remonstrated with Mr. Smith, and he stated that he found himself within five or six miles of Nttanghat
the men were hungry and fatigued, and that he thought it as well to come in and sleep there and res
the horses as to remain out, and that he would be at the spot where he stopped by daybreak in the m

415. Had he a blaekackerthere® Yes, twa@ one an old man, a good tracker, from Coranderrk,
of the old blacks, and therefore possessed of more skill than the present lot, and a young man wh
fellow called his pupil, named Jemmy, a very inferior useless fellow. Nextimgotrfound Mr. Smith had
not started. | got him up, went and roused him up, and sent him after his men. | examined the horse
night before or the next morning with Sergeant Steele of Wangaratta, and we came to the conclusiot
horse mushave been dropped about a fortnight from the appearance of the animal, his having beel
grass, and from the swelling of his fetlocks that he had not been ridden for a week or more. Inspect
returned to his party, and his report to me was atisfactory. Mr. Sadleir and | happened to come ug
Wangaratta, and | went out with this party back again to the Wallaby ranges to see to it. We took on:
the countrg Mr. Sadleir and I; and Inspector Smith and to the other Sergeant Steele, i expesience
and ability | had reason to have great confidence. We came back without any result. Then | sent |
Smith back to Beechworth with instructions to attend to the duties of his district and not interfere w
Kelly business any more.

416. Was that a sort of rebul@®ell, | did not feel confidence in him; and that was the o
occasion that came under my notice in which the men showed dissatisfaction with their officers.

417. What sergeant was with hinBeniorConstable Johnson.

418. Is hat the same man that set fire to the hotel at Glenrawahat is the same man.

419. What was the nature of the dissatisfactioiiie men were dissatisfied that they had not sta
there all night and followed up those traces in the morning; they wersaegyine about the gang. They h
found what appeared to be a ramrod made from the branch of a tree, and whittled; they pickédahisryy
good substitute for a ramrod; they had very great confidence that they could folloanitl ipd something.

420.Did the men under this officer's charge, by word or any expression they made use of; leac
believe that they had not faith in hdnthat he displayed indiscretion or cowardidd?ot cowardice; a wan
of discretion, and a want of bush ability for worktbat kind. No man said such a thing to me, but it v
conveyed to me.

421. What opinion did you form of the case, from what you heard expressed by theditgrou
form any opinion yourself on that, as to whether it was a want of judgment, indiscretfoomoany other
caused Want of judgment, and general unsuitability for that sort of duty.

422. Why did you consider him unsuitablevhat was the causé@?Vell, | consider he had made
mistake in coming in that night. His convictions were not firm and ddo&@®ugh; he had not decision
character enough.

423. You said you sent a message to a body of men to instruct them to remaih Wese?

424. Had those men then received your mesgagbelieve so.

425.Are you quite positive on that poid?Yes, | amquite positive on that point.

426 . In coming in, he was guilty of insubo
Yes, and | told him that; and he gave his explanation.

427. Was that in writing? No, orally.

428. From your own knowledge what happened, do you think he was near the Kellys at thedim
| have very much reason to doubt it, because my inspection of the horse showed it had been left a we
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429. You said they picked up a ramrddPhat may have been lying there thredaur days. C. H. Nicolson,

430. You did not consider his excuse sufficiently satisfactory to warrant him in disobeyinc
orders® No.

431. And therefore sent him back to Beechworth, telling him to have nothing more to do w
Kellys? | sent him back, not aspunishment, but because | did not feel confidence in him.

432. If you can, will you make matters as brief as possible®an give the name of the man at t
farm, Margery was the name.

433. What was the name ofthefadm? do not know, mi mply Mar

434. Is it near to Barnawartha or Wodongd® is nearer to Barnawartha, within seven miles
Barnawartha. The strength of the NeEBhstern district in September 1878, that is just about two mc
before, was three officers, nine sofficers, fortythree mounted constables; then of foot, nineafibers
and fifteen constables.

435. That is sergeants and serdonstables® First and secondlass sergeants and senic
constables.

436. An officer to every two med?Yes; the senioconstables are merelyam who get sixpence
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day more than the constables, and they get charge of the stations. That was just a month before the
murders. | have just shortly to say that during that time, and subsequently down to the Euroa robbe
engaged forming sech parties, dividing the country off into sections, and going out myself with the
turnd not all, but some of them.

437. Were you out at the time that information was given that the bank was likely to be siidk
am not aware of hearing anythingtb& kind. | have not come to that yet. During the time | was comp
to go out, my colleague or subordinate officer in charge of the district, Mr. Sadleir, had just recovere
rheumatic fever, and was a convalescent at the time, and he was ungbleub at that time. He ha
resumed his ordinary duties, but he was not fit for extraordinary dutiaselling from morning to night
through that rough country, and camping out.

438. The last date was the 7th Novendbemat date do you fix for forming thessearch partie§?
was frequentl§ several time§ out with search parties before then, but not for any length of time. O
20th November 1879.

439. That was the time that Mr. Sadleir was not sufficiently strong, in consequence of his
illness to beable to do bush dut$?That is it exactly. | had to go out with several parties, and | was out
with one, and then with another; and when | was not out with parties actually, | was continually tra
from one place to another; and when out wittsthsearch parties at that time we could not get any guid
assistance from the inhabitants, with the exception of one man, who is now a mounted constable, D
Wangaratta, who joined us as a guide. He was taken into the force since, and theereamagicked up a
Mansfield, named Nicholson, a native of that place or Gippsland, | believe, a resident there at any ra
travelling through these ranges and that country, when we would come to a-pkltegwe were in the
habit of camping fst and having tea, and placing sentries, and having supper, and then select a
sleep in, leaving the fire, of which we had very little, and move on to another place to sleep. I, then,
of being able to lie down to rest with the men, at tirae generally had to go with two or three men
places from one to four miles off on f@ohuts of suspected persons and so on.

440. What number of men would those parties consigt 8t*irst from six to eight and nine; but
used generally to go with dsw men as | possibly couddsmall parties, in fact, of about six or seven
would not get back to the camp after visiting
| had to lie down to rest till daybreak, which at this time (Nowerj was very early. This had a serio
effect upon my strength. It reduced my strength. It also affected the whole party; we would come
much fagged, horses and men. The young men used to recuperate in a couple of days; but it took 1
time d life, and the other members of the force, mounted constables and others, more than that; but
go out notwithstanding at once.

441. As a matter of fact, is it not the hardest duty that a man cénltz?the hardest duty one ce
experience. | hay experienced duty of all kinds in the colony. | had experienced similar duty in ths
before in 1852.

442. What sergeant had y@u® have been obliged to go out with different men, Seflionstable
Strahan and Constable Flood.

443. Wher e tationd Be wasithen stabioned sit Greta.

444. What length of time would those search parties be out before returning tquaetelsd At
first a very short time. Myself, or James, or Steele did not remain out for very long; but on those oc
we went ait for a fortnight or more, prepared for that. We had to go out as secretly as we could t
notice, because any movements of the police always created a sensation amongst the inhabitant
spread all over the country.

445. What were the generaistructions you gave to those search parfieERey had particular
districts, and Mr. Sadleir and myself, with the assistance of Constable Wheelan, of Benalla, and
Steele of Wangaratta, mapped off this mountain country into districts; then ebctopk a certain district.

446. Have you a copy of that map, as marked at that dirh&#t the map up at Benalla.

447. And the names of the various partied®. Those parties were told off, not in writing; th
were all arranged, and then instructioreygvgiven to start.

448. Were any particular instructions given to those parties in writing or vérbéd3tly verbal. |
was out with one party, and Steele was out with one party, and James with one, and Shoobridge
Constable) with one; and thoseaadistance would be written to. Those at hand would get the instruc
verbally, and they would put that down.

449. Would they give a written report on their retd@rnves.

450. Those reports are in existeritdahould think so.

451. They should be in exénce at Benalld? Yes.

452. Was the Constable Flood that you have now spoken of as in charge of one of the pa
constable that originally was in charge at GrétaBelieve so.

453. Whose name has been connected with this from théfikavent outvith me from the first.
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C. H. Nicolson,
continued,
24th March 1881

454, Did you give sectional plans of the country they were to cOVE because they kne\
country; but they got a description of tb@untry, hills, and creeks.

455. Officially, did you give them any sectional plan or written instructi®néés, written; and of
course, the men who were with me down at Benalla got verbal instructions. | went over the mat
Sergeant Steele himself.

456. In visiting the station you would be aware of the instructions issued by the Commissic
Police® What instructions?

457. To the police officers, if they received any information about the Kelly @afij7eé Chief
Commissioner of Police had really hotg to do with that. | was in charge of the district, and the 1
received full authority to act upon their discretion, and representations to the contrary are not correct.

458. Then it is not true that the officers had to delay matters till they haptajelteed to the Chie
Commissioner before they actéd®o.

459. Not from the commencemedt®o, not from the commencement, never. When | took
important step, of course | communicated with the Chief Commissioner in writing or telegram.

460. They were to flow up anything® To use their own discretion. When they were out in th
parts of the country they were allowed to do anything they chose.

461. Was your plan of operations ever interfered with by an order from your supeXotat that
time.

462. Not upto the period you are describirfg™No. On coming in one morning from a search party,
Monday, 9th December 1878, | arrived at Benalla; and from the statements and reports of the other
was satisfied that the Kelly gang were not in the Kellyntogu

463. What do you mean by the Kelly countyyPhat back country behind Greta, extending away
on the east side behind Mansfield and Benalla, right down nearly to Omeo, and from there right acr
The country had been so thoroughly searched, reonte of the search parties had obtained any tr
whatever. After the murders we found their old tracks, and S€@uostable James discovered their car
and recovered a humber of horses t@etfee camp they occupied before the murders.

464. Atwhatplae® Cal | ed t he Ger mansd Creek.

465. In the Mansfield distric? Yes, Mansfield sulalistrict; there were no traces discovered after.

466. In giving that evidence, is your reason for concluding they were not in the country becat
got no traces of them, @mom your knowledge that they were elsewhéré®, because there were no trace

467. You came to the conclusion from that that they were not in the Kelly codintie®.

468. Is that bounded by railroad that runs newdisterly up to Strathbogie and towate Omeo
country®d The Kelly country | particularly designate is not as far as Strathbogie; east of Bethataoad.

469. Northerly and easterly, about the division of the Mansfield ezt that is what you call th
Kelly country® Yes.

470. Your infemation was they were not in that countiyfes

471. You did not include in that the Mansfield coundry?es; from what Senie€onstable Jame
said, | was of opinion it was very improbable they were there.

472. In speaking of the Kelly country, did t@®mmission understand that you designated the K
country about the division of the Mansfield coacdlad and northerly and easterly up to Onge@ue east
from Omeo to the New South Wales boundary; t
westward as far as Wodonga.

473. That would exclude the Strathbogie rande¥@s; a party of police had been stationed at Bro
River, on the Benalla and Mansfield road, under Constable Irwin, for the express purpose of searc
countnd the Strathbogieountnd and back from there to the road from Mansfield to Longwood. There
road runs right up to there. On that very occasibmvould not like to swear positively, but | had very litt
doubt of it whatevey a man named 0 6 , who has been alluded to bya@ain Standish yesterdayl am
quite certain that it was on that Mond@a@th Decembef) came into the yard in the afternoon, soon after
had arrived, and told me he had got information, and requested me to take a party along with him, or
meet hin up at the head of the King River, in a basin, about seventy miles off Benalla. | belie
subsequently took Superintendent Hare there;
well; he is a man of a very treacherous character.

474.Gn you tell what codlHecwaosnNed Kell ys&d |
aunt of the Kellys. He was much distrusted by the Kelly gang, and also by the people of the co
distrusted him at once. When he came he saw our ldothe&swas in the barraekardd the horses fatiguet
and jaded; and | sai d, i Ho w ¢ a-morrbw riight innhg statehtheysat
in. You see the horses, and see it is impossible for us to arrive there in a condition to go iroptivesé
men. 0

475. Was this the first information you had received from BirfMes; he promised to giwv
information and to write, and promised to do a great deal, but did not come. | declined to go with hirr
spoke to Mr. Sadleir of the matter.

476. What was the intimation he gaweThat they were living up there; but at that very time tt
were down at Euroa.

477. That has been proved sinte®es; they were at Faithfull's Creek station on the Monday,
they robbed the bank on the Tuesday.

478. You cosulted with Mr. Sadleir about #?Yes.
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479. And you both agreed it was inexpediénizes.

480. You thought his object was to lead the police off the tfadk&s. Previously, this man ha
promised to send for us, or to come, on certain dates on one or tagioo; and lead to where the outla
were; and could have done so, | think, if he chose to. Still | thought his position and inforr
untrustworthy, because | distrusted him; and | know they all distrusted him.

481. Was this man recognized as an infermand in the pay of the Government®o, he was not.

482. Wa s A Wilshiah Wilgh@i eyér engaged by the poliéeNever, to my knowledge
There was also received, a considerable time previous to that, a letter sent byC&antable Kelly from
Hedi, a letter that had in some way or other fallen into his hands; and it revealed, apparently, a plal
part of some persons on the River Murray to help the outlaws over to escape into New South Wales.

483. What date? | forget the date. No doulthe letter is producible amongst the others; but it \ C. H. Nicolson,

previous to this. As a matter of form, this was sent on to the New South Wales police, as we were _ continued,

24th March 1881.

communication with them, giving them all this information. Great importance has been attaahttht
was the cause of Mr. Sadleirdéds starting up
conclusion that the Kellys bad been baffled in crossing the river; further, the opinion of all ou
assistants, all the respectable partid the community and the most experienced, was that the Kellys v
make another effort to escape across the Murray at that time. Mr. Sadleir and | concluded that we w
up to Wodonga and Albury, as we were assured that the Kellys were notKeltheountry, to warn the
police all the way up and down as to the likelihood of their trying to cross. We two went up by the la
at night, and were to return by the first train in the morning.

484. Was this the time when Captain Standish saidpgairpoohed the information that was give
to you about Faithfull 6s Cr eekd@ Yes tha was theaacdasod.

485. Was that the occasion 8fd giving you the information that Captain Standish referrec
when you had &the horses saddled™No, another occasion altogether. We reached the railway statior
at Benalla were just getting into the carriage, and the station was crowded. We saw Mr. Wyatt, P.M
crowd.

486. His station is at Benalldt is one place heisits.

487. Is that his headguarters@ | am not aware he has any hegahrters. He visits almost any part
the district. Mr.Sadleir remarked to me, or we remarked together, his carrying something in his hant
bouquet of flowers.

488. What trairvas thatd The | ast train at night, eight
sai d, Al wi || go and see what is the matter.
joined me; this was just as the train was starting, or justitatwvo or three minutes before, and he told
that at Faithfull 6s &Cxeek, just as related ye

489. Try and repeat it as closely as you can, because you can see a great deal depenc
evidenceB He t ol d us that at diatihfhdlull @ b sCrCa eeke ks t at)
observed from the train that a considerable portion of the telegraph wire had been brok&nrdfashone
or more of the posts had been broken; and he produced from the end of one of the poststan sngubup
of insulators, two or three that he had in his hand; he might have had some wire; | do not recollec
have no doubt he will tell you himself about it. | sent Mr. Sadleir down to see the guards and the dr
the train, with the vie of asking if they had seen anything peculiar at Euroa, and also any of the pas:
he knew. Mr. Wyatt merely said, as far as | can recollect, that his opinion was there was something
Mr. Sadleir came back and stated that the railway officexswiere on the train at Euroa had landed tt
passengers, and that they had the usual delay, and that everything was going on all right as usual at

490. They had not observeddtThey had observed nothing unusual.

491. You do not recollect Mr. Wytasaying more than tha?l have perfect confidence in what M
Wyatt will say about it. | do not remember any more that he said.

492. We understood from Captain Standish that you had received information that the bank w
stuck up before thig?| hadnot.

493. Did Mr. Wyatt tell you on this occasion that Euroa had been stuékNp?

494. Captain Standish stated that Mr. Wyatt told you a bank was to be stuck up, and sd@n®dt
know on what ground Captain Standish says that.

495. This is a portionfdhe statement made[quoting the Newspaper repfii i On  ar r i
Benalla railway station, Mr. Wyatt met Messrs. Nicolson and Sadleir. That was on the evening of tF
They were then starting for the Murray, on the strength of some strandigeniet they had received froi
friends of the outlaws, that the outlaws were going to cross the river. Mr. Wyatt at once informu
Nicolson of what he had seen, and told him there was no doubt the outlaws had been at Faithfull 1
Euroa. Mr. Nicolsn poohpoohed that information, and not only started himself for Albury, but took
Sadleir with him. 6 In giving your evidence (
showed you this group of insulators that he said there was lsoge&trong; did he connect with that wror



anything about the Kellyg?Yes.

496. Why did not you tell that at on@?P was interrupted.

497. Did he infer anything wrong with the Kellgs? believe he did.

498. Is that statement of Captain Standish substintimirect® No. It is not a fair statement.

499. In what particular does it differtell us exactly what took place at this statid@rizam doing so.
I am only too glad to do so. Whatever Mr. Wyatt said, | understood that he believed that it was in cor
with the Kellys. Whether he said so | am not prepared to say, but | took it in that way, and | replied
Wyatt. All the time | had in my mind that the men were making for the north, and | was going up to w.
police on the New South Wales sidadaat Wodonga, to be on the look out, as | used the words, ani

can ask him. | sai d, Aivery wel |l ; even suppos

Creek,

that does not affect what | am acting

500. In point of fact, you thought the information you were going to give at Albury of n
importance than the information given by Mr. WyéttPhat was it exactly.

501. Why did you think that of more importance if he gave you actual information, and show
wires affording proof; why would not that be sufficient to lead you to go and trace it atdohttedught

there

was a possibility of the Kellys having,

on their way, fearing information migbe sent along.
502. But the bare fact of the wires being destroyed, and you getting the information a few hou
would you not have stood a good chance, by acting promptly, of following up the tracks and c
them® No; the breaking the wires that country is very common, not at all an unusual circumstance.
503. Was the impression on your mind on the information given by Mr. Wyatt that the wire
been destroyed by a storm, or by some other means than by the oditlasid Mot think it was doa by the

Kellys.

504. You discredited the idea it was done by thim®t altogether; but | considered if they we
making north to cross, that my course going up there that night and giving information that it would
late to pursue them from where tivees were broken down, and that it was the better way to intercept tt

C. H. Nicolson,
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505. Suppose it was correct information, would you have succeeded better tluinetheay®d |
would not, because this information was given in the dark; we could do nothing till dayligtit
morning and those men could ride all through the night, and be at the Murray by morning.

506. What was the i nf o Metcdnounicdtionavas clk afiattEbrdau

507. Would they be likely to destroy the wire, to destroy communication with the b&rdibey
would.

508. As | understand you, you looked upon this injury to the wire as proof of the plan thi
surmised was beingtampted by them in escapir@? did, rather than otherwise.

509. Therefore you pursued the object you had in &i¢ovget to the boundary as quickly i
possibled Yes.

510. Was it substantially necessary for both yourself and Mr. Sadleir &olgo/s not.

511. But, on the information you obtained, would it not have been wise for you to have rema
Benall a, or remained at Faithfull éds CrdeGeikainly iflk
had remained, it might have been wiser; buthiitl remained at Benalla | would not have taken out a
when there were police at Euroa, and | would have waited for information by the next train, or
mountedconstable to enquire; but you must remember there were police at Euroa.

512. In point 6 fact you took no steps to ascertain whether the information furnished by Mr. \
was of any value or nad?No; | had no time then; in fact my last words to Mr. Wyatt were as | was ge
into the carriagé we were just in time to catch the train, antthis occurred in say about three to fi
minutes.

513. Under the circumstances of the nature, would the statister, at your request, delay the tri
to Benalla® | do not know whether he would or not. | know we always met with every facility from
railway people.

514. It might have been a mail traihEven if it was a mail train, he would have done it, | thii
There was a train in at hgifast eleven, that brought up a constable from Euroa.

515. Then the first actual knowledge arrived at Benalth@bccurrence at Euroa? es.

516. How long elapsed?The outlaws left at eight, that would be three hours and a half.

517. Did you not get the telegram from Captain Standidh@id, by way of Deniliquin. | was a
Albury when his telegram reached me, andal made all the arrangements with Albury and Woda
police, and | returned on receiving his telegram at Albury. | got back with Mr. Sadleir to Wodonga, an
down in the same train in which we had come.

518. Can you fix the time you received that gegen from Captain Standishat was within an hour
after our arrival at Albury.

519. What time did you receive that telegram of the 10th from Captain Standish in Aldtiy&s



verylatd | bel i eve it was after twelavived 06cl ock. It

520. Had you liberty to use the telegraph wires at any time, day or diyf®s, at all hours. Ther
were certain times fixed at whi ch tohestraRoars.| way

521. What distance io&urdad Fobrtosimmilesai t hf ul | &s

522. The outl aws | efdttesFaithfull 6s Creek at

523. And what time did you first hear of it at Eurda®n the return of Mr. Scott, banker, who w
taken away with others, between nine and ten, and had been kidnappedoatand carried away t
Faithfull éds Creek; and t he OJrthelpdpgla were mavinkbaghwaals a
forwards quite unconscious of it, and a lot of carpenters working at a house on the railway reserve,
the bank.

524. Tte police officers had liberty to send all messages in preference to any other messages
telegraph masters might ha@velo you know that such an order was issd@etdam not aware, but | neve
found the slightest delay; we always received the utmomstasse from the Telegraph Department. We gt
springcart at Albury, and went across, and got back to the train; we went down in the train as
Wangaratta, and stopped there. | ran from there to the hospital to get that black | hatl thef@eeenand
bl ack that I had before at Baumgartenos. I fo
without him. Mr. Sadleir, by agreement with me , remained there to take out the party of police. | prc
on to Benalla, and made my way astfas | could down to the station, and got my horse, and despatc
telegram from Benalla to Mansfield.

525. What men had you with ya#&? had no men; and then | went away off as quickly as | cc
back to the train that was waiting for me, and got iftarid Mr. Wyatt accompanied me.

526. What was the nature of the telegranT Mansfield police, telling where | had gone; that | +
gone down to Euroa, and that | wished them to send down two trackers from there to medoThesohad

three, | think.

527 What hour would that bé?Just before | started.

528. Was it b 8 es,rlang Hefere; it was ccdrlp o khe morning came down
express.

529. And the trackers were to go to Eudelieve that is it; but the telegram can be produce
also ndicated to the police up there which way | thought they should énest direction the search par
should take.

530. In this special telegra@dn this telegram, it has been said that | telegraphed (some
monstrous was conveyed about me) that | setiié Mansfield polic)d i You have got yc
sent no such telegram.

531. What direction did you give to the poliéePbelieve, as far as | can recollect, it was to mc
down the back road from that direction.

532. A copy of it will be availale® | believe so, and the original in my handwriting in the offit
but I do not like to touch it or interfere with it.

533. How can the copies of those telegrams be obtainedthe Benalla telegraph office. | warne
the telegraph master to take greatecaf all telegrams. From the road between Mansfield and Longwo
think that was it, searching the country towards Strathbogie; | do not recollect exactly, but I indica
possibility of their making into the Strathbogie ranges. It has been saidstra orders to the Euroa police
wait until | arrived as a fact, there was a party at Euroa.

534. Who was in charge of that pady3eniorconstable Johnson and Detective Ward.
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535. How many were in Euroa at that tideSix or seven, that wakhnson's party. | am not awa C. H. Nicolson,
and | do not believe that | ever said anything of the kind, as expressed. As | was coming down irﬁthezmﬁ"'\;‘g’r‘é‘;%sl
Mr. Wyatt was with m& | expressed the fear that | would be too late, that the police would be gone; al '
Wyatt tdd me that he did not think so, something to the effect that the men did not wish to go, the
sure to wait till | came.

536. And that was his opinio@?That he had heard so.

537. That was next morning?y e s ; | reached Fai t héruwhéndve cale
opposite the creek, and left Mr. Wyatt there, and did not see him again; and | went and joined the
Faithfull s Creek.

538. At Euroad No ; | never we nt near Eur oa; | wen-
and joined te party that were waiting there, and started from there as soon as | possibly could.

539. At what hour@ | could not say.

540. Mid-day® No; in the morning.

541. Between eleven and twelve would it®e2h, earlier than that.

542. What distance had yadravelled then® | merely had come down by train; | was in sight of
fromthe tradt he Faithfull és Creek station is in si
Albury.



543. From Benalla you came down, by train, after sending the telegramn d ar r i v e
Creeld what time did the journey occupyAbout 30 miles.

544. About one hour and a quarter?es.

545. Did you arrive before the ordinary train at Euroa or afterwértls? ar r i ved at
before every train.

546. The adinary is ten minutes past ten, therefore you must have been befofk Ithed® some
time before that.

547 Then it must have between ten and eleven you startedtust have been much earlier.

548. Can you trace the lime at each point in the jouthdy®as at Wangaratta soon after sunri
that would be about five o'clock. | was then only about an hour going down to Benalla; that would b
six o'clock. Then | suppose | had a long way to go from Benalla to the railway station and back, and
beperhaps over two howshalFfpast ei ght when | arrived at Fa

549. When you received, at Benalla, this information from Mr. Wyatt, could you not
communicated with the Euroa poliéeNo; the line was broken between Benalla and Euroagitdegn cut
of f at Faithfull ds Creek, and there was no te
to a gentleman who had nothing to do with the matter, and | would rather not medtibdid not make
mor e t hat tagdnandmie gotawaydr@m hime |

550. In Captain Standishds evidence he sai
part, therefore we are desirous that you should give the exact information as to what occurred, and f
datesandso@ There was a gentl eman there, the over

amongst the party stuck up, and he knew the country very well. | picked out the man, an oversee
station, whom | subsequently employed, named Stevens.

551. Hehad been a groord?Yes; and | saw the housekeeper, an elderly sensible woman, there
had been there, in the matter, who had been
you see the |l ast of t he obhtadsthe road goingllave ® Violet hodvs. Tt
men had been looking for traces with a black fellow name Jémemyery useless fellodvand they had
seen some tracks, and we followed those. We rode ultimately in that direction, and got rid
troublesomegentleman | spoke of. He had a fall from his horse, which | was not sorry for, and we w
with this groom, who knew the country. Well, we got in, and at last we crossed the lineandsed the
line, and we got on the road running to the Murchiszadr to the Strathbogie side of Euroa, and there
found what we believed to be the traces of the men. They turned down towards Euroa. We followe
traces right down. | was riding on the right, with some of the men in front with the blackfellownStend |
were riding together, and there were a number of fine young men in the police party, and they w
observing the tracks too. The spur ran down from the Strathbogie range right down into the road,
main road was a mile from it, and thaddock rail ran right into this part, leaving the face of the spur
boundary of the road. The blackfellow turned off, and said there were the tracks of two mounted m
had gone off the face of the road on to the range. He pretended to tracdathgmiia spur about half way
and then lost them, and said there was nothing. In the meantime, myself and Stevens, the man
station, and the others, kept our eyes upon these two tracks remaining on the remutByewe lost the
whole altogethe After a little pursuing on that road, trying to pick them up, the road at this time beinc
dusty, we satisfied ourselves there was nothing down on that spur at all, and the young men were tt
discover and pick up the tracks again on thelraathe side of the road, some distance down. The track
to an open space on the rigrgnd side, and then going towards the gate leading into a paddock alongs
railway; the men got off their horses and traced them in a very clever mann#éregianched off into the
paddock. In the centre of the paddock these traces were lost. | halted there, and | made two or thr
men gallop round; | did so in order to see if the fellows had taken off, if they had jumped their horse
There wasio trace of any such thing. All this time we were in sight of Euroa, and all trace was lost;
about midday. | brought the men down and could not make anything more of that. | brought them d
the village of Euroa, took them to the police statio put their horses up, and we came into Euroa; and
the enquiry was made, for the first time, at the bank, amongst all who could give any information o
any light on the matter. At the same time | ordered dinner for the men at the hotek had something tc
eat whilst the horses were feedingThe men were overpowered at this time (it was a very hot day)
fatigue and the heat, fatigue particularly, because most of them were the same men | had with me ju
three days before; arat the table the men actually fell asleep over their food (there is no exaggera
saying this) with fatigue, in all sorts of attitudes, not drinking a drop or anything of the kind. Johnso
was the strongest and hardiest man of the party, aenesgietic man, went to sleep on the bush sofa a
side of the room, and the old man of the héuiwt is, the Euroa hot&lthought Johnson had a sunstrol
and he began practising uponhim for that. The man was so dead aslec
that he was not awaked, though they poured water over him. | could not take the
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C. H. Nicolson, men out then. | got the men wakened up; | got them into a large barrack sort of room, and allowed
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sl eep there for an hour or two. I't was bright
and as soon as that was over we staatedy down the Murchison road to a place we had heard of that
were likelytogotdt wo or three several pl aces. I't see

were asking from one or two perséna boy particularl$ where a certain boy was lijj; and they learnec
this. | was pretty sure they had gone north towards Murcaistue north. We searched all the suspicic
places without any result.

552. Then you absolutely deny there was any procrastinatibd® most decidedly.

553. Were the membedd the artillery force then stationedl™No, not until after. When | returned t
Euroa | had been very ill all that time, | mean nearly blind and suffering great pain from my eyes. We
about six in the morning, and | got the men all to bed, and Idandnyself, but | got no sleep. | could n
sleep, and in the course of the morning Captain Standish arrived by the morning train, on the 12th
consulted me about what was best to be done, and we decided to start off a party into the Stratgbsg
but | told him | was quite unfit to join the party. | was almost quite blind at this time. | was suffering
pain. We agreed to despatch a party that night into the Strathbogie ranges, and Mr. Hare was st
relieve me in consequence of state | was in.

554. Was it your impression at this time that the sympathizers of the outlaws were watch
movements of the police wherever you went through the Kelly disiriees; | had no faith in anything the
was done by the police except it wdane in the most secret way possible. | have evidence to prove t
this very time | had no faith in the matter. | wrote a letter at that time to town that this galloping afte
merd

555. To the departmer@”No, a private letter stating that we wdujet these men no doubt, but tt
galloping after them through the country was perfectly useless.

556. Because your movements were watched by sympatliz¥es and | knew those fellows wel
too clever to be caught by a party galloping after them.

557. And that is how they got their information, by their own spie¥2s.

558. To whom did you writé? Well, it is a very delicate matt@rit is a letter | wrote to my wife.

559. Did you write to Captain Standish or any officer to the same e¥fétt?

560. Irrespetive of this private letter, will any document be found showing that you stated the
system of galloping about would be ineffectdal¥o. | had hardly any correspondence with Capt
Standish at that time; | was doing the outdoor work and Mr. Saditeihe correspondence.

561. You still continued that system of gallopidg@p to the time of the bank robbery; after that I ¢
not. | did so because there was such an outcry at that time about search parties, and about the police
anything, and knew at that time it was no use attempting to confine our efforts to secret work, we mu:
made some demonstration because of public opinion.

562. | understood you had supreme control of all the operations placed under yourichage?

563. If there vas anything to complain of with regard to tactics, were you not solely responsik
any mistake madé?Yes.

564. Then wherein lay the necessity for any complaint; if there was anything wrong wi
proceedings, were you not responsible, and independedt equally capable of carrying out any otl
plan® | was responsible distinctly; the Chief Commissioner gaveanie blanche.

565. Why did you not alter the plalh? would have done so, but | was removed; but what | wrot
that time was the conclusidad arrived at then from the experience | had gained.

566. At what time did you arrive at that conclusion that it was uséld3ste witness lookec
for aletter.]d | can get it.

567. Could you fix about the date you had made up your mind to alter thefperations of which
you had full control@ | cannot say; | made up my mind to alter the operations. The last party | came ii
was that Fern Hill party, and it was about that date; that was about the 10th.

568. You made up your mind about that tinealter® Yes.

569. Was that feeling growing upon y@uf was.

570. That was the procegsYes.

571. You found that you were wasting strength and could not catch@hEreztly.

572. How long had you been in charge of the Benalla dighritien about six week

573. Only six weekg® That is all.

574. Did you, at the interview with Captain Standish on the 12th, communicate verbally that it
mistake to follow out this system of search partleb®, | do not think so.

575. Did you to any other officaubordinate to yoursef5?No; at this time | was taken up talking
other matters.

576. You intended to reverse the policy; you were in continual communication and conversatic
Mr. Sadleird Yes.

577. Have you at any time in conversation with him esged the opinion that an alteration sho
take place in the mode of proceduehave no recollection of it, but | think it is very probable.

578. Can you say you did?No; | think it is very possible | did.

579. | suppose on the morning of the 12th a gdr@nversation took place between you and Cap
Standish when you met at EuréaRo, not much.

580. | suppose there would be some conversaliofes.

581. Relating to the mode that had been pursued béfdte?

582. This is important. The conversatiomoé cessi ty would not have
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e Kel

Brown, 0 but natural |y d&Tothis Eunaaltrageo t h I
id you s

583. During that conversation d
we oughtto altet h e p r ddd eadnotreeolie?t.

584. Then, as far as you recollect, you never communicated your determination to anyone in th
force®d No; | do not say the determination, | say the opinion; and on looking at the letter | find | use
expressn. | felt quite hearbroker® our work and worry, and no result from it.

585. Had your state of health permitted, and you had not been removed by Captain Standis
probability you would have continued the same mode of operation
sometime after the bank robbery®

y b
ay,

No. | would have continued this pursuit until it was exhausted, and then | should have proposed to C. H. Nicolson,
Standish another system. continued,

586. What do you onParaued the partyiietotiesSuashbogiel ranges, dghvem

24th March 1881.

a thorough search, as was done, and if any information had come in about their being anywhere,
have sent the police in search of them; but | intended then, if no result occurred from that, | shot
proposed another system.

587. Then you wre consulted about this special party that was despatched into the Strat

countryd Yes.

588. And at that time you had your mind made up that if that resulted in no speciab e¥edtdid

not say my mind made up, but the opinion | had formed.

589. lunderstood you to say that you would exhaust that system, and you explained what you

by that, and you had made up your mind that when that party went out, that was to be the end of ths
of procedur8 is that sod Yes.

590. You would have thougfttwise not to communicate what was existing in your mind at that -

to Captain Standisid?My mind was not so completely made up as to arrive at any definite conclusior
what | would do; but that is what | felt, that a lot of this was a uselesnsygalloping over the country.

591. You say that you had written to a private friend to say you considered the system |

pursued by yourself, from your experience, was inoperative. You came to that conclusion about the
the bank robbery? Yes.

592. And you wrote that to a private frie@®Pcan produce the letter.
593. When you were relieved from duty in consequence of your eyes being sore and this trer

hardship you had to undergo, when you came down you did not communicate to Captish 3taout this
conversation® No.

594. Can you say whether you did to your successor, Mr. Hare, then or at any subsequent pe

had no communication with him.

595. Did you go on leave when you came down here, or go on duty adohaeht on duty from

the day | came down from Euroa; | arrived in the evening, and | went next morning.

596. Had you interviews with your chief after you arrived from Euroa, and while Mr. Hare w

charge in your placé?No; the Chief Commissioner came down two or three tifnesn Benalla to
Melbourne, and he never spoke to me about what was gothg®mas exceedingly reticent.

597. You did not carry on a correspondence with him while you were in Melbourne doing

telling him verbally or by official communication that yeonsidered the system of riding after the Kel
would be inoperativé? You had better ask him, but | have no recollection of it. When | came dov
townd when | was in town in charge of the department, on every occasion that Captain Standish we
down to town by the Government, and it was very often he would be in my office, and he wa:
remarkably reticent, and never would give me the slightest inforn@afievould not ask him. At the sam

toi

I al ways asked himepadPotgpogowbshamg t o1

between us, and he would shake his head and say nothing, and | knew nothing from that time of v
going on in the country.

598. You then resumed duty in that district yourself, relieving Mr. Ha&s.
599. Did you then continue the system you considered would be inopedabie?
600. You carried into effect what your feelings were as to what ought to have been done in -

instanced | did so; but | may explain that | began in this way, that tlreefovas reduced by a ver
considerable number; that was when | resumed duty.

601. When was tha#?About the 6th July 1879.
602. Did you make any private reports during the time you were on duty here. You left on the

December, and you resumed duty time district in the following July; did you, in the meantin
communicate either by official communication to the head of your department, the Under Secretary,
Chief Secretary any opinion as to how these men could be brought to jstick? na; | had no
conversation with Sir Bryan O6Loghlen on the
Captain Standish.



603. Was Captain Standish then discharging the dati¥&®, in pursuit of the gang; | was acting
Chief Commissioner.

604. When he took charge himself he assumed the position you haé hétd?

605. And Mr. Hare was acting under hiinYes.

606. And when you came to town you did the ordinary routine office work of Captain Standi
Yes.

607. Had you then in any official commigation with the Acting Chief Secretary, Sir Bry:
O6Loghl en, suggested how t hed Nopllkheywsat thaitimeh It hadbn
knowledge of what was going on, and all communications at that time with the Government we
Captain $andish.

608. Directly with him and not through the offiée¥es.

609. At the time you left Benalla from -flealth, and having gained the experience which
necessarily must have had as a vigilant officer, does not it strike you now as extraordingoy ftiiat not
advise with your successor or with your superior officer as to the best course to be adopted in the ini
the public safety® My relations with Captain Standish at that time, when | was in town, were again
doing so.

610. They weretmined® They were strained, and any expression of opinion by me was tr
with | would not say almost contempt, but something very near it; | was not in his confidence at all.

611. At what period did that strained relation begin betweendy@ntervak for some years past.

612. Under what circumstanéeslid that arise more particularly out of your official positidn?es.

613. And the discharge of your public duti@d?had never any disagreement about the discharc
my duties, but frequently in otheratters, and, now | think of it, perhaps in the discharge of my duties
may have been.

614. Would it be for the public interest to know the particutars®ould not like to give a positive
answer that some of our differences may not have been abdiatpakters.

PoLice D
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C. H. Nicolson, 615. At any time were youpublic functions interfered with as the officer second in commanc
continued, Captain Standist&? Not up to the time of the Kelly business.

24th March 1881 616. On any other occasiaghBubsequently; not up to that period. Our relations were stre

previous to the Kelly outrage.

617 But up to this period, officially, do you wish the Board to understand that you and Ci
Standish worked in harmony in your respective positidng&s, we did, especially during the Kelly outrag
and, as far as | am concerned, | maintain that on exagsion | worked in harmony with him up to tr
period. | had no serious difference with him until afterwards.

618. Then, at the period when you were taken ill, and it was necessary for you to leave for a 1
not you think, in the interest of the lgic service, it was absolutely your duty to communicate with
gentleman who took your position and your superior officer as to the best course to be adbjote
encouragement was ever given me to offer suggestions.

619. No, but did not you think that the Government, of which you were a very important office
was essential for your own personal safety and the public security to advise as to the best course to
the much larger experience you must have acquired through being in thatn@®sifies; | was quite read)
to do so, but any advice | offered on the strength of my experience wagpoléd, previous to that and ¢
that occasion.

620. On this occasion you left no record, neither did you verbally express to the gentlemen witt
you were associated as officers the importance of following out any course you thought best adopte:
object you had in view, neither in writing nor verbady®lo. The day | left was upon that occasion, the 1:
I was, as | tell you, when | came in frahmat party, completely prostrated; in fact when | was going abou
street | had to be led about, and take the arm of someone.

621. Your answer is that you were too incapacitated at that time to alves?

622. And Captain Standish did not ask y@&u®o.

623. Subsequently you say you performed all the functions pertaining to the Chief Commissio
of the colony® Yes.

624. You were in constant communication with the Government on matters offitfal?.

625. After you had time to recover your healthd @bu not think it of sufficient importance then, fro
the position you had occupied and the important position you then occupied, to consult with the Gove
and to advise as to the best coudsédid not. Captain Standish at the time was in direotrooinication with
the Government himself, and | was not. | did not know what course he was pursuing at all, and
invited me to give any opinion. | gave an opinion once or @viaesuggestiod but on all those occasions |
treated me with coldness arepelled me.

626. In your opinion, do you not think it probable that to the want of harmony that should have



between the officers at the head of the police force at this time that failure which occurred is to be a
more to that cause thanyaother causé? Not up to thed not at that time.

627. How many years have you been in the sergidé@arly thirty years.

628. What position has Mr. Hare among the superintendefits@re is Mr. Winch, Mr. Chomley
Mr. Chambers, and then Mr. Hérde is the farth.

629. You being, up to this time we speak of, Inspecting Superintendent; that is the legal term
position under the regulatior ' es.

630. Did you, in that position, constantly
wereyou in constant communication with hihvNo.

631. Were you on unfriendly terms with Mr. HadeRo.

632. Was your position with Mr. Hare as strained as with Mr. Standish up to thad teeMr. Hare
was a man (excepting about ten years ago) that | had itEycbmmunication with. | only inspected h
district once.

633. Did you communicate anything about your opinion on the Kellys to Mr. Hare on his ass
your place, or at any subsequent tihéd®o, | had no communication with Mr. Hare.

634. There has baee strained feeling between you and Mr. Hare for some &, we had beer
as acquaintances friendly enough, but no intimacy.

635. Did you accompany Mr. Hare to capture Po@exd, he accompanied me; | was the supel
officer.

636. And you went thedethat is some years agd?Yes, that is about ten years ago.

637. In this same distridd?In the Benalla district.

6389. You did not communicate with Captain Standish, the Government of the day, or Mr. Ha
information that you had learned by your experieaseéo how the Kellys would be best captured till y
resumed duty® | did. Any information that came to me or | could gather | forwarded them on to Ce
Standish. Some of this used to be returned in a contemptuous manner, and often the only alstends
to some information | had sent him would be to sneer at it.

640. That was between the 12th September and the 6t Jug2

641. And during the whole time, in any of those communications you had with Captain Standi:
never expressed the opinithat they were pursuing the wrong coudsé®lid not do so officially. It was no
an uncommon expression on my part on that subject.

642. Was it in consequence of the feeling between you and Captain Standish that he abstail
communicating with the @&ernment the opinion he had formed as to the mode of procédlireas not;
nor from any feeling between Captain Standish and myself that prevented me from communicating w
but at the time that | left | was too prostrated to do so, or to think ofi and fr om Capt:
towards me when he visited town it drove anything of the kind out of my head. | would not have pre
under the circumstances, to have offered any suggestion whatever, as it was subjecting myself ¢
insult.

643. Then there must be something in that question | asked you, that it was in consequenc
discourteous manner that you withheld the informatioh8ay | might have thought of it, and would ha
been only glad to give the benefit of any thought daae into my head, but that prevented it.

644. You had arrived at a certain conclusion before you left on the 12th, that if the search party
failed you would take another courdePdid not say that exactly. | would have tried something else.
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645 For a long time it was your impression that the operations to capture the Kellys weré fut C. H. Nicolson,
will not fix the date. 24”20'\'/};?5;]3‘;'881
646. When the parties were out searching for the Kellys you had the impression for some time '
operations of the police wefetile?0 Yes; it must have been | was disgusted with the mode of procedur
647. 1 would like to ask now, as it seems to my mind impodtaatu have now, in the course of yo
evidence, intimated the position that some of the officers held, and to usepthes@n that it is strainec
that there was an unfriendly feeling, a want of the usualpayation, between you and Captain Standish,
between you and Mr. Har@MNo; | do not say so at all. There is not that feeling; but Captain Star
exhibited towads me that feeling on frequent occasions for a considerable time.
648. Now between you and Mr. Hare what is the posi@ioh®st now?
649. For some time you say you had not much communication withdhirhave not. There are
many officers | do not have commigation with.
650. Up to the 12th December was there any unfriendly fe@imyg®
651. Looking after the efficiency of the force was your special duty under the 36th section
regulations, and | want to know from you what was the feeling between other officers of ttie i@
there a friendly feeling between Superintendent Winet &aptain StandisB?Mr. Winch and Captain



Standish were on very good terms. | do not knowddwelieve they meet and speak with each other.

652. Do you believe that Captain Standish and Superintendent Winch are on friendly terms wi
other, such asvould be between a senior superintending officer and his éh\féll, it appears that jus
about the time of the Kelly business at Euroa, but nothing to do with that, there was some feeling bet\
two.

653. Then would you say at the time of Captaimn8ish leaving the service that there was a stra
relationship between Superintendent Winch and Captain Staddiéb,”not at that time.

654. Is there now® | am not aware.

655. Is there a strained feeling between you, the next under Captain StandMh, Afidch® No.

656. Not in the leas#?No; | am not on intimate terms with or in the habit of associating with ar
them.

657. Itis not a question of intimate ter@sPmeet Mr. Winch on duty, and he meets me, on the s
intimate terms as | met all tlghers, with one exception.

658. Who is tha® | would rather not mention it.

659. Is that with Captain Standigh®e is not in the force. | say, with one exception, | am on frier
terms with every officer | come in contact with in the force, especiallyehvho are well conducted.

660. You do not think there is a strained feeling between Superintendent Winch and Captain S
or between any officer and yoursélf?P do not know about the feelings between Superintendent Wincl
Captain Standish; | doobwant to know anything about them.

661. It is important to see we have got the right statements before us; it is important to see wr
feeling of the brother officers; and, as the Acting Chief Commissioner, | thought you could have forr
opinion and could have told us what is your feeling with regard to the feeling of one officer to anoth:
one that is advantageous to the public serdideBelieve the feeling between the officers is exceedir
good.

662. You say between the officers,eomith the other, that the feeling is extremely g@bd&2s, | do;
but officers come very little in contact with each other now. Some do not come in contact for years, ¢
get strange to each other.

663. Was that the cause why you did not give yourmétion to Captain Standish?On my honor,
| never kept any information from Captain Standish or Superintendent Hare; | gave them every inforr
could; and that suggestion that you have spoken of; if it had occurred to me, | would have given if i
only since | came to town, and looked among the papers for the Commission, | found the expression
the letter to that person.

664. You only desisted in tendering that i
you®d | did not degst in tendering information to Captain Standish; | did not keep anything back; b
demeanour towards me was not calculated to develop information.

665. In what way has that arisén® is very mysterious to me. It has arisen and shown itself in i
ways.

666. Is it jealousy® | should be very sorry to say so. | entered the force in the humblest positio
have risen to my present position. When | was removed from the mounted police, | was promoted fol
some years agoabout the year after | joed, in 1858 and | have been continually on active service sir
and | was selected by Sir Charles Mac Mahon to take charge of the detective police when it was org
took charge of it, and during that time | was in the heat and brunt of everthingas going on; and when
had to leave the detective force on account of my health breaking down, Captain Standish was no
with it, and | went to a quieter district, at Kyneton, to carry on my duty there, and along with other
arrested Poer, though | arose from an attack of fever. | followed him into the district where he wa:
made arrangements for his arrest along with Mr. Hare, and took him. | had information that he hac
through a portion of my district, and on that | actediak then appointed to the city by seniority. | recei
no promotion on account of the Power capture. Every step has been simply by seniority.

667. Your position now has been attained simply by senidrity@s. My first promotion was fol
distinction, and fier many steps and many years passing my present position has been reached si
seniority. For fourteen years | was in the detective force, and though rising-tdastsuperintendent, | we
receiving less pay than any superintendent in the famee | would have received that pay still if my hea
had not broken down, and | fell into the rank of District Superintendent. At that time | was made the
of much unpleasantness, as Inspecting Superintendent, and on several occasions Cagistind&tanot
support me.

668. Captain Standish stated that in his evidence as having been before that ye&aptain
Standishbehaved on several occasions in that way, and | forgave himameeover again. Then it came
at last to
this. | never made use of political influence, or assistanceof any kind in my life, until my
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C. H. Nicolson, position became almost unbearable, and then | told Captain Standish of it. At last | was appointed ¢



continued,
24th March 188:

C. H. Nicolsor
25th March 188:

Commissioner of Police.

669. How long ago is thad?A very short time.

670. Did that i mp feelinggowdds poLRaYiesn | fe8 it recessary th d@pply for
higher position to protect myself.

671. Have you had any personal quarrel with Captain Staddisk@er, until | received a letter askir
me to come down to town on Saturday to have a chat withdnd the first announcement he made was tt
was superseded; a junior officer was to go back on the Monday. Then my indignation broke forth.

672. That was just before the captureres.

673. Did he say why you were superseded by this other pérsdmétthe Government had decided <
| replied to him | did not believe the Government had decided at all; that he had done it; that
communicated with the Government, and that | would not submit to it, and | would see the Governmel
it.

674.Werepu under the impression that there wa
you joined the police in 1853, a feeling as against you from thatdirhks? not until | left the detective force
more particularly after | gave up the City Supeniatentship and accepted the Inspecting Superintendents

675. | want to know whether the feeling which was evinced yesterday for the first time t
knowledge, as between you and Captain Standish, to your knowledge exists between other membe
force®d Not to my knowledge; and | never in my life heard Captain Standish speak as he did yesterday

The witness withdrew.
Adjournedtotemor r ow at EIl even o6cl ock.
08008
FRIDAY, 25tH MARCH 1881.

Present:

The Hon. F. bNnGMORE, M.L.A., in the Chair;

W. Anderson, Esq., M.L.A,, Geo. Wilson Hall, Esqg., M.L.A.,
G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,, E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P.
J. H. Graves, Esq., M.L.A,,

Charles Hope Nicolson further examined.

The Witnes®. The Commission asked for something in writing as to the pali@ngements and th
formation and organization of these search parties. | found the original document last[hagidingin the
samé. | would draw your attention to this last note, which is written by Sergeant Steele. | consulted
members of théorce, and he gave some very valuable information. | mention that as against the charg
tape that was made againstdn@ Fr om Wangar att a. 1st. Sergeant
thence Merriang to Buffalo River, to head of Dondongadale ICreeRose, Mount Emu to Black Ran¢
Creek, to lefthand branch of King and head of Glenmore dudnd. From Mansfield road. Seni@onstable
James. From Mansfield or road to Wombat, Stri
PeterLae 6s r un, bet ween Mas ond s-mila@rdek, koirighhand tranch ofrthe
King.d0 3rd. Benalla party. Mr. Nicolson. Benalla to Winton ranges, Elexge, Bald Hill, taking dividing
range at back of LI oy dabnsn e rBasr,n eatnttansf sawlé Ofablekiiteemi]
Creek to near head. Speci al attention shoul d
from McBeands SwaoapGullykstolwn Sameraird, Hol | am Hiljdo
not appear to be provided for in the above, and may require a separate party. Nos. 2, 3, and 4, to sta
time. No.1 should start in advance of them, to stop them in event of their getting away from 2, 3, anc
first batch of men ging to the Rose, and thence to Glenmore, will be quite independent of the other |
therefore, calculating the chances of the men starting to search the Broken River watershed and the
mile Creek watershed, it would seem better parties efitbar the commencement of the water, or else fr
Greta and Winton. Wi th reference to Samari a,
could be worked by the Benalla party (No.3), either on their way up the FifiderCreek, or ortheir return
therefrom. The paddocks owned by Stampuken, and others in which there is no person residing, sho
searched carefully, both for of fender s and r
SeniorConstable Strachan a&tniorConstable Flood with me. They were my two assistants. The next
| have to produce is the private letter that | alluded to. There is the paragraph | quoted. The date is th
November 1878 [handing in a lettdrd i | am i n g o qidts, bny ahatech by ahe gatieac
necessary in the search. The offenders have 2,000 square miles of mountain, rocky, thickly timbe
scrubby country to play hide and seek in, and with hard galloping about the policemen will never catc

Neverhel ess, we will catch them, but it will onl
676. | suppose in that letter you have not gone on further to describe the means you inte
adopt® No.

677. At that time you had full command of the Kelly coundry®t that time | had full command of th
Kelly country. | was in charge of the NotEastern district.
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678. And from the 19th of November,the date when you wrote that letter to your friend, until
the 12th of December, when you were sent to Methewy Captain Standish, you had not altered
operations then pursueidiNo, | had not. | must add, with reference to that, that it was a thought
occurring to me while writing a hurried letterl still pursuedthe work | was on, and | neveentertained
any serious thought at that time of the necessity for changing the tactics we were pursuing, bt
considered it a matter of duty to sear
the country thoroughly first. But that was an opinion in advance

of my work, am | did not consider the work completed. In fact, | never thought of the matted ateal C. H. Nicolson,

little at all, at the time | met Captain Standish after the Euroa robbery. | am not aware that the may__ continued,

occurred to me. | may have explained myself fullfCaptain Standish in the matter, or to Mr. Hare. | n
or | may not.

679 Is this it. On the 19th of November you had a feeling that the mode you were adopting wa
to be inoperative except by some fluée¥Yes.

680 And you never took the trouble to tkinf any other means from then till the time you |
Benalla® It was a very floating thougdtjust what one would write in a hurry. It was not want of trouble
the matter. Although | expressed the thought, it was not confirmed in my mind up to that withéoe
much briefer than | was yesterday. When | returned to town | went to duty at once. | never left the «
took charge on the morning after my arrival when | was relieved.

681 You were relieved through sicknedsPhrough fatigue. | was not it all, but | was suffering
from pain and the effects of fatigue, and | was never incapacitated from duty for one hour from that
| went up to relieve Captain Standish. He visited Melbourne several times. | spoke to him on the st
the Kelly gang; but he was always very reserved, and did not seem to think fit to enter into the subj
me at all. But on his very first visit to Melbourne | remember distinctly saying to him this, speaking
the mode of operatiodsi Do you r emambeShetrhrdttt, whom we
morning?06 | said, AThé&d&thas thaessoof manméan tc

682. Was that Sherritt the man whom you saw Captain Standish speaking to before the troops
morning of the Sebastopol attaék¥Yes that is the mad of the same class as the Kellys themselves.

683. You said that was the sort of man to employ to get thesedméss

684. Did you speak ironically to him of this proceedidd®o, quite seriously; and on the fir:
occasion | say most solemgrthat | said that to him.

685. What date was th&Aboutd | cannot tell. Captain Standish can tell. It was the first day
came to Melbourne, and the first opportunity | had after | came down to Melbourne in charge. |
friendly terms with Captain 8ndish at the time; | was never unfriendly until | was superseded.

686. That is the 12th of Decembér®Rlo, the following yead in June.

687. At the interview with Mr. Ramsa§?Yes, that was the first time. On every occasion that | cc
| did everything taaid the police up there; and | wish to speak straightforwardly in this matter, and alt
I do not pretend that that private letter influenced me at all, still the same thought was running in rr
the consequence was that the first time | met Ca@&indish | did say that to him | merely submit that
the Commission imagine it was through any desire to prevent assistance to Captain Standish that
speak to him before, it will be a misapprehension. | should like very much to know thendateioh
Sherritt was employed.

688 Was he employed by yauNever by me at that time. He was employed then by Ca
Standish and Mr. HaBewhether before that date or after | do not know.

689 Did you engage him at any tinfe®n my second visit | did. | leflelbourne on the 3rd of Jul
1879 for Benalla, to relieve Superintendent Hare, in consequence of instructions | had received from
Standish. | have something of importance to say on the éfficat during the time | was in charge of tl
office, | carried on the business of the office most carefully.

690. In Melbourne® Yes.

691. From December to Jufy?es; several documents which | considered, and which the
clerk of the office suggested to me were matters for him to deal with, | sent to Ctptadish, and in ever
way | recognized his position of Chief Commissioner of Police. There were no documents kept back

692. You were Assistant Commissioner at that tin¥®s, | was, and acting for him. When it wi
known decidedly that he was cargidown to Melbourne, a few documents of the same kind were kept
for him instead of sending them up (they not being urgent), and nothing else. If you think fit to send
office, to call upon the chief clerk in charge of the office, he will yell the state that the office was
when | left it, and there are no grounds whatever for the statement of Captain Standish that | left the
a muddle. | have always found, when | acted for him in the office, that it was the easiest billiathac
the service.

693. What is theMdModref cl erkbds name?

694. Has he been there lodg¥es.

25th March 1881.



695. Does he understand the routine of the office@rfectly.
696. Is it usual for the chief clerk to see all the official documents that come in fhedldeof the

office™® Yes.

697. He would know all the routine of the offiée¥Yes, perfectly.

698. Did Captain Standish, at any time since the 12th of December until Tuesday last, me¢
complaints as to the way in which you administered the departmentiwMaibourne®d No.

699. Did Mr. Moors@ No. Of course Mr. Moors was subordinate.

700. But he can give evidence as to it, one way or the éthée®. Further, on that point, when | h:
occasion to see the Honorable the Acting Chief Secretary on police Isdsihésr Br y a nd | @dsl
always most careful to mark the distinction that | was merely acting, and that Captain Standish, w
away, was the Chief Commissioner of Police; and | took the liberty once or twice (I do not suppos
breaking confidenge t o suggest to Sir Bryan Ob6Loghl en
proper place down here, and my going up there in his place.

701. You said just now that you were appointed some time between the 12th of December 1
the time of you resuming duty in the NortRastern district in July. You were then appointed Assis
Commissioner of Policé?Yes. | was appointed assistant before; | was then acting.

702. When were you appointed assistént®ng before that.

703. Can you give the datéd that®d [The witness having examined certain papers, was request
hand in a note of all his appointments, with their dates, from his jothidorce, which is as folloj$®

ALi eut

e n a n t-Inspettdr/32/1/36;9nspecdoun, Bnd Class, 20/6itb&harge of Detectives, 5/8/5¢

Superintendent of Detectives, 1/10/57; Inspecting Superintendent, 15/1/73; Assistant Commi

13/ 12/

78; Acting Chief Commissioner of Pol i ce

seeing what halleen done on my return to Benalla.
704. That was on the 3rd of JuyXes.

C. H. Nicolson,
continued,
25th March 1881
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705. In what state was the correspondeddezonsisted of letters and telegrams thatd come in
from the public and the police to the police authorities and the Chief Commissioner.

706. Were you then taking charge of the papers that Mr. Hare and Captain Standish had in ¢
your absence® Yes; all correspondence.

707. In what statevere the correspondence and telegéamere they properly filed in rotatiod?
Yes. The Chief Commissioner was in Melbourne. | relieved Mr. Hare.

708. Before you arrived in Benalla he had IéftPes; and | relieved Mr. Hare. A large portion of tl
strength othe force and of the military had been withdrawn, and the force reduced.

709. You have not said when they were sent tidef@ey were sent there immediately after the Eu
robbery.

710. And after your removad?Yes; and large reinforcements of police.

711.By whose orders were they seftAt the request of the Chief Commissioner they were sen
the Government. The Chief Commissioner ordered the police up, not the military. There was a portio
military still left. | had then to set about-cgganizingthe arrangements of the stations and the strength ¢
stations.

712. Are we to understand that the military were withdrawn immediately preceding your arri
Yes; a large portion.

713. The change took place simultaneously with your going &%; thehorses also. | set to and r.
organized the men on this basis, and adopted this view, that with the materials at my command
course to adopt was to secure places from outrage where there was treasure, so that the outlaws
baffled in any attemt to replenish their coffers or to get more money. | stationed at Wodonga a small p
men under Sergeant Harkin at Wodonga; the same at Wangaratta, under Sergeant Steele; the same
under SenioConstable Shoebridge; and the same at Madsfighder Subnspector Toohey and Sut
Inspector Pewtress. At each of those places there was barely strength enough for a search party
could make up a fair padyseven or eigldt by calling in men from neighboring stations. The only pl:
where a coplete search party was kept was Benalla. | provided for that subsequently, at the sugge
Mr. Sadleir. | instructed the police throughout the district to arrange to get quietly and secretly from
four townsmen of the right sértthat was the gxression | usedl who would turn out and aid them in case
an attack by the outlaws in any of the townships.

714. Men outside of the constablds?es, townsmen. This done quietly, and the names of the
being concealed, we had no difficulty in gettingrth every place, it being done secretly and quietly, .
had directed.

715. Were you furnished with the names of these pedpYe®.

716. Was there an engagement entered into to pay them sodrNoh# was voluntary. There wa
one instruction conveyed imy lette® to rouse the people of the district to their duty as townsmen to 1
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the outlaws.

717. Was there a sufficient amount of firearms provided the police, and sufficient for any ci
who might assist? Not altogether; there were sufficient fitve police; they were thoroughly well armed
that time and a surplus over; and as far as that surplus went, we distributed arms; but in many inst:
men had arms themselves.

718. In the first instance, were the people properly supplied with axomsafter the murderd?No,
they were not. The police were without any arms themselves, excepting revolvers.

719. Do you know whether men were not sent up from Melbourne without being furnishe«
arms® | am not prepared to answer that question.

720. Thepolice'® Where men were there were arms sent up, of course, which we kept a very
account of in the district; and when men were sent up without arms, an order would come that suc
was to take the arms of such and such a man, who had lefsthetdor any arms unused and in reserve;
I am not prepared to say that men were sent up without arms. | am prepared to say that men were n
at all; that when casualties occurred to men through sickness or injury of any kind, | foundfficeéydn
obtaining men to supply their places.

721. Was this after your second visit®n the second occasion. | have been over a dozen short,
that time | could not spare a single man.

722. So you arranged for three or four persons to be engagsth place? Yes, | did. | arrangec
also a system that the police should have full authority to go out upon any occasion, according
discretion, on any information.

723. You allowed the parties to start at their discreBo®n any good informatiothey received.

724. Even from the commencement of the sedrcti€s, even from the commencement of the sea
I am not aware of anything to the contrary. | directed the police to be very very quiet; to discontinue
parties; to make no demonstraticisall.

725. When was thad?About the same time.

726. About July 1879 Yes.

727. About what time in July did you tell them to discontirfué the very first.

728. Immediately after taking the papers odeWas; and | gave other directions by speaking to
men and otherwise to endeavor, by discretion and by not talking much, and being careful not to
names or use peoples names at all, and in every way they could to regain the confidence of the pec
the country. | sought to reduce the expamdit | found police using hired horses, and some even in the
of hiring buggies and horses; that | put a stop to, and called in the accounts for them. |daaih |
blanchefor expendituréd | had no money placed to my credit at all. | paid those adsoout of my own
pocket and all other expenses.

729. Was that afterwards refunded to yduw2s. | was going to add that | subsequently represe
the matter, and recovered the money in the usual way from the Government. | found bills for the hire
of the horses greater than their value. In one case the bill was about £19, and Mr. Sadleir bought the
£15. He got the man to cry quits for £15, and got the horse. The stable was a large one, and it wi
police horses on full rations. Tlewas beautiful grass at this season. | had the stable cleared out, ¢
horses turned out into the paddock, with an allowance varying from 18 Ibs. to 20 Ibs. of good dry hay
in addition to the grass they were getting. | inspected those hrergdarly with Mr. Sadleir.

730. How many@ Well, there would be all those horses that were told off for duty. There would C. H. Nicolson,

the paddock there altogether (horses for all parts of the district, and working horses) about twenty __continued,
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horsesMany of them were spare horses, in case of accident, kept in condition. We inspected them tho
and they kept condition exceedingly véellhey were as muscular as possible. Whenever we observed a
getting apparently sickly, which may happen watty horse, he was taken into the stable, and coddled
little with oats and bran mash, and in a few days turned out with the rest. We kept the horses in such c
because it was not advisable that horses that had to go out in pursuit of thghgatlighave heavy stabl
feeding, as they could not last above three days, whereas horses fed in this way, just as the outlaws
all that had to be done was to turn them out to feed wherever they then were at night. | brought the f
to tha pitch, just as the outlaws were doing theirs.

731. Are we led to believe that this saving was in consequence of the new policy adopted by
arriving at Benalla® Yes.

732. Because, on your abandoning the search parties, you did not need $mresasyo be kept in th
stables@ No; the horses for search parties | did not stable.

733. And the horses were more effective under this method than statieYfed?l was continually
travelling about the country myself, seeing people, and making accquagstaf people in all directions, ar
making friends, and trying to induce farmers and others to assist; and the men were doing the same,
people to see me, or making engagements to come and meet me. | always found them at the time ver
to assist, but it was always about a month after that one of them would come in and give information,



it nearly a month old. At first it resulted in their never giving any information until it was about a month

734. Had they been in possessiontlois information a monti Sometimes for a month; the
gradually it was reduced to about a fortnight, and occasionally their information latterly, in some cases
be about a week old. | have in my hand a return of police expenditure in connectigdghensbarch of the
gang of outlaws.

735. From what date to whét¥rom October 26th 1878, three days before the outrage,
December the 12th 1878, the day | was relieved. The railway charges were £703 d3kat7dias on
account of the first reinforcesnts sent up.The witness handed in the following docurhént

Police Expenditure in connection with the Search for the Gang of Outlaws.

26th Oct. 1878 |[13th Decr. 1878 8th July 1879 | 1st June 1880
Service. to to to to Total.

12th Decr. 1878 7th July1879 |31st May 1880. [28th June 1880.
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s. d £ s. d
V. Railway charges 70315 7 1,22519 11 960 6 11 228 7 8 3,11810 1
Coach and horse hire, stabling, &c. 226 14 6 406 16 3 2710 6 510 6 66211 9
Provisions for search parties 7510 6 457 17 9 158 8 1 2118 10 71315 2
Arms and ammunition 963 3 3 74111 9 306 0 9 2,01015 9
Tents and field equipment 3414 3 281 911 14 11 10 2.7 2 333 3 2
Secret service agents 75 10 47319 O 60011 6 59 1 6 1,20813 0
Probationaryconstables 63117 0 392 2 0 1,02319 0
Queensland trackers 54117 6 1,37012 6 12710 O 2,040 0 O
Travelling allowances to police 1,071 6 5 547210 4 2384 9 0 70 0 O 8,998 5 9
Miscellaneous outlay, including cost of 26114 5 1,137 511 558 2 6 159 0 3 2,116 3 1

Victorian and other trackers, &c.

3,407 19 11 11,371 5 4 6,77215 7 673 15 11 22,22516 9

During that period, up to the time | was relieved, the expenditure was £3,407 19s. 11d. From Deceml
the day after | was relieved, until July the 7th, when | returnedgxpenditure was £11,371 5s. 4d. From J
the 8th 1879, when | began duty, to May 31st 1880, the amount was £6,772 15s. 7d.

736. That is the two occasions you were on duty. The other occasion Captain Standish wasion
Yes.

737. Can you account for tlecrease@ This account, on examination, will explain itself. From Ju
1st 1880, that is, when | was superseded by Mr. Hare, till June 28th, £673 15s. 11d.

738. From where are those records obtaiéelfom the accountant.

739. Then the accountant of the dgment will have all the detailed expenditure in connection \
this matterd All the details, | believe, have gone to the office. Then | gradually obtained agents emplo
secret service, and after a time succeeded in collecting four. All | canectdbiht | kept end paid regular
for any time were four. Those men were not on the whole of the time, but some at one time and
another.

740. Were there any women engagedo, not that | am aware of. There were other persons that
me informaton from time to time, in addition to those casual men, in a casual way, that | may have (
pound or two. | have employed, on an occasion, a man | could rely upon to visit a certain hut at midn
watch it, where a policeman could not go, or argger could not gb a man in the confidence of those peoj
and whose appearance there would have attracted no notice; but that was very seldom, and sometir
given a man ten shillings less. | obtained the assistance of a few people, end a gressistey me fron
time to time.

741. All under pay® No, a few occasionally; and persons who could do what | wanted. Wit
being remarked | ascertained in a very short timlehad information of the outlaws within about a month «
six weeks of my mival; circumstantial and positive information.My first object in going up was ft
ascertainwhether they were in the district or not positively, and | found within about six weeks tha
was as | had stated, that they were in the distridhe information, at that time, always came too le
Gradually | began to get nearer and nearethimse men and more familiar with hearing about them; but
| felt satisfied at last,from the information | was getting, that they would fal into my hands, as man
other men of the same description, not quite so notoribage fallen into the handsof the police with me;
that | would have them arrested widase. As time wore on, they were remarking the absenceand

32

C. H. Nicolson, nornrappearance of the police, and were getting the notion once or twice, and expressed the notion
continued, police were afraid of them, and that was the reason that there was no stir at that time; intHeatigtl
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towards the end.

742. What time is tha#? Down from September, October, November, and December 1879. One
received a telegram from Superintendent Sadleir; he was up at Wangaratta all September. | had bett



the telegrand® [The same wabkanded in, and is as follojv Ad 6 , whom we have conversed with ¢
previous occasions, met meday here, on his way to see Sergeant Steele. Saw the Captain Sneak ar
two close to T. LIl oydds, i n t he dgnizedhthem olearlyfbatohe
jumped behind the trees, and he rode on without speaking. He has indicated the spot, so that it can
without difficulty. Informant says two other horsemen passed almost at same moment, resid
neighborhood, andis suspicion may fall equally on them, he risks the information. He only asks that
may be taken up at daybreak, before people are moving. His manner is very confident, and any mis:
can be soon discovered by tracking. He should have coméamalla last night but that he was follow
home by a lad on horseback, he thinks young Lloyd, who probably watched his place all night. | shall
here with Steele about local crossings, &c., and with the Eldorado constable. If party goes oettaasly

recommend, you should send out orders to oth
Two more constables, without horses, required here, and one, with horse, to Myrtleford; but this can
best from Beechworth. Willretar by si x p. m. 06 | telegraphed to

743. Where was that frod?From Benalla to Wangaratta. Mr. Sadleir happened to be u
Wangaratta, and met this man, and telegraphed that down to me, and | impressed that stnorgty,
| went up to the train to meet Mr. Sadleir, and on his return he came alone. | asked him where was
and he said he was drinking; he left him drinking at the hotel at some place; that he did not think |
while to bring him, becaudee thought he was quite able to lead me to the place himself. Upon convel
with Mr. Sadleir, | found that he could not do so, that his knowledge of the place was quite vague. Ol
on the right, among many other stony ridije¢kis was in Septembeand | found that before we could ha
any possibility of catching up with the supposed outlaws, even if they had left anytthdse footmen, for
they were on foot, not on horsebacthe people about the country, who were the greater portion of
sympathizers, would discover us; and if we went to the spot with the blacks, we would be discoverec
we got away from it, in tracing the way to where they had gone, and warning would be sent to the «
Without saying more, | will hand in this letter Mr. Standish, and to which he alluded in his evidence.

744. Is this the cadewhere the horses were unsaddled, where he said you got reliable inforr
from Mr. Sadleir, and which up to a certain time would be acted d&ipdn Sadleir thought that you
countermanded @ is that the case you refer to nadw¥esd [The letter was handed in and read,
followsd ]

Police Department, Ch
Melbourne, 30th September 187

MEMOO At t ached are Superintendentwas® & d heestatedéhe sawv five mag
From conversation with Superintendent Sadl eir, upa
indicated so that it could be found wit h audaybreak thefore th
people were movingo and had become conscious of th
MountedConstable Ryan as to the locality and its approaches did not tend to remove the above impressioredttaap
the neighborhood was settled, and that our party c:u
discovered, and that the trackers might have to search over at least a quarter of a mile before finding the footg
considering the precaution said to have been taken by the men s&eh by sending a man to dog him home, it seen
likely that they had taken the other precaution of moving off, and, with the fifth man and other friends, each h¢
separate directionsso that the trackers pursuing might find themselves running doemrong man. Subnspector
O6Connor was of opinion that the chance of succe
information, | determined, upon this occasion, motlisturb the false sense of security into which the outlaws have
lulled. Although | decided upon the above course upenmeritsof the report made to me, yet | may remind the Ct
Commissioner thad o , the informant, was the man who tried to ingluce to proceed with the Benalla police and m
him at the head of the King Riventhe day before the Euroa bank robbery.

(Signed) C. H. NICOLSON, A.C.P.
To the Chief Commissioner of Police.

745. Can you give an idea of the localitwas thisnear Toh | oy d 6 ® Yésous e ?

746. At Kilfera?d Yes. | may tell you the man intended to come down to Benalla and lead
there himself to the spot.Considering the success of the system that | was following at that time,
determined not to throw ay the chances | held of securing the outlawsrloyning any risk of alarm at
this time and frightenthe outlaws away, and perhaps losing sigh® losing all run of thend
for months. I formed no cordon e
any time. It was often supposd by people that the police had formed a cordon
round; that was attributed to med that | was endeavoringto form a cordon round them. | never
intended or attemptedto do such a thing, excepting of secret agentsOn the cortrary, | had very
strong reasonto apprehendthat if we startedthem and betrayed to them the knowledge of the posse:
of good information against them and they escaped, that they would abandon that part of the
altogether andmove away eastwardto the northeast corner of the district, across the river, to
Tomgroggin, in New South Wales, a very inaccessible district, and remain there until the vigilanc
relaxed in fact, remain mastersof the situation till vigilance was relaxed, and then come down ai
make another raid upothe district. My determinationwas to prevent them making any raid; and | fi
quite capable, from the means at my disposal and the way my system was workil
doing so, and | succeededin that. | have often been out with mounted police at nic
and any experiencedmember of the police force will tell you that going out at night with a party ¢
mounted men on anythindike vague information into the bush to mak an arrest is a very unwis
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thing. Experienceshows that it is a thing that should not be done unless upon good information, a

result® as I have seen it often ddn the men being humbugge!
kept out all night, and returning home, the laughingstock of the people all round, without succesk.
may tell you that abou

this time, on the 26th July 1879, | visited a camp. A camp was discoveredof the outlaws, up ¢
creek in those ranges, betwe&hiltern and Beechwdnt | found a camp in a depression ithe low-
lying ground alongsidethe creek, amongst some bushes. There were the marks of their horses
standing there, and the marks of the bridles chafing the busheseandmall quantities of asl spread ove
about a couple of yards, and no appearance of thééire they had come from. On removal

of a heap of leaves and rubbish, there was a rourdl firmark on the ground of black, showing where C. H. Nicolson,
fire had been, which they harefully concealed in that way. Before abandoning this camp, they ha__ continued,

the fire out and thrown the ashes away and covered up thgdue in this way. At last there were repo
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came in from the neighborhood of some distance from Greta, and beBretanand Oxley, of their stealin
a number of mouldboards of ploughs.

747. What date? About the beginning of February 1880.

748. Where is the armour of Ned Kelly that is supposed to be made out éf thistth the dep6t.

749. Can the Commission sé&@d | think so. | had three suits of armour at the dep6bt.

750. Can we have Ned Keé Vds;thatscanabe canellie Chairrnan
requested that that might be donksent the police out to enquire into those matters, and the enquin
very actively prosecuted. It was personally in the hands of S€uaostable Kelly. Some footmarks we
discovered; but though they were out for several days enquiring, they could not discover who had |
offenders. Those moulbdoards were taken from methan one man. There were two or three different fa
they were taken from.

751. Within a radius of whad?About eight miles. There were traces of footsteps discovered,; i
also received from another source a description of the footmarks of the rddrpedieve they corresponde
exactly with the description the police gave. One of them described was the footstep of a man witl
smal | boot, wi th what is called a dlarrikinbo
the Kelly cang were the offenders.

752. Were the black trackers then under your coréirdi@s; there were two black trackers went ¢
with this party.

753. | mean the special detachmént?es; the Queensland blacks. There were two went ou
those enquiries. There veeother things stolen. There was a man named Carney, a selector, lost, | thir
sides of bacon, which were taken by the same party.

754. Was that from the same neighborh@d?s; from the same neighborhood. Subsequent
heard that they were being neaitito, and were intended for, armour.

755. How long after you got the first information about it did you heardhtit®as on May 20th. |
will read if you will allow mé [handing in a lettgf We wrote those letters in a special way. Each of
agents haa special character given them. This one was supposed to be an inspector of stock, and
fdi seased stockod was supposed to mean t h&o Grud
May 20, 188® Mr. William Charles Balfour, Benalld. Dear Sird Nothing definitere the diseased stoc
of this locality. | have made careful inspection, but did fisid)(exact source of disease. | have seen
spoke tod & andd & on Tuesday, who were fencing near home. All others | have not been able
Missing portions of cultivators described as jackets are now being worked, end fit splendidly.
previous to using, and proof at 10 yards. | shall be in Wangaratta on Monday, before when | may le
to treat the disease. | am perfectly satisftecaitt it i s where | ast indica
A breakout may be anticipated, as feed is getting very scarce. Five are now bad. | will post a note
any bad symptoms | may perceive from Wangaratta on Monday or Tuesday atladesi|l wait on you
for news how to proceed on a day which | shall then state, before end of the week. Other animals a
diseasedd Your s faithfully, B. C. W. 0 | wodMay20thr aw

756. That is a week fme you were removed?Yes. [The witness handed in a list of h
appointment$

757. You were a cadet were you ribttawas.

758. Will you proceed? | had interviews with my agents from time to time, the one who w
previous to that, and other agentsaadl, that the outlaws were in the vicinity of the Greta ranges, and"
reduced to great straits. Their horses were worn out, and most of them were abandoned. They wer
and used to conceal themselves during the day on the ranges in variou$hmrte/ere for a short time
from information | was led to believe, on the edge of the Greta Swamp.

759. The ranges come quite close down to Greta Swanip8, and the outlaws used to move frc
there back; then they would go round and get across the @®wezrsby the near bridge or some of the otl
crossing places that make away to Sebastopol, and make away towards the Pilot Range near Wi



night. They used to travel until before daybreak. They were generally accompanied by their symps
theirimmediate aids and active assistants were reduced to about four.

760. What month was thi@?About the months of April and May. One of the four, | may ment
their own sister; one or two of those sympathizers, when they travelled, used always to gdedbuir:
the lookout, and they would follow at the usual distance, just within sight. One of those sympaétlize!
principal of them, and the most active of tliemold them that they must get some money; they must go
fdo a bank, 06 or fAanother bank. 0

761 This is a portion of t he 0&eseahatagestiniparticusar.

762. Received about the time you got the correspondénte®, | was in communication with ther
some time before that; the outlaws had been settled at soneeinhibe low ranges between their uncle, «
Tom Lloyd, and the paddock along the Oxley @alfi | sonds paddock; they
concealed there. At that time, perhaps you may recollect, notice was taken by the press of very d
conduct at the Glenrowan Hotel.

763. How far are those placés®reta Swamp was quite close, but the Glenrowan Swamp was
distance off. Glenrowan is about six miles from Greta Swamp.

764 They had sett | edd hovefarns that® Ohwa lbngway that is poafar
from Greta, a few miles from Greta, nearer Wangaratta, on the Greta road.

765 All those places were in the immediate vicinity of the Glenrowan Hoté#s, vicinityd but not
immediate vicinity. | had a man, an agent, by the GlenrowaelHeatching it; and he was reporting to r
from time to time the people who frequentedl they were creating a disturbance at this place; this we

May.

766. Would you indicate whathotéld ones dés hotel, where they

767. Were thoseommunications by word of moutB?/erbally, and | used to see him and nc
regularly in my notéb 0 o k . None of the outlaws came to Jo
were, no doubt, carousing about there for a purpose.

PoLIcE. E
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C. H. Nicolson, 768. For the purpose of obtaining informatidnPhey were there for the purpose of watching. | ha
continued, close watch at the same time from that down to Lake Rowan where there were some friends of the

25th March 1881 The effect of those notices in the press drove them away from the neighborhood of Greta.

769. During the month of April or Mag?The month of April. My nformant stated that he kne
perfectly well; he was never in personal communication with them, but, from his sources of informa
knew perfectly well that they were in some
LIl oydds, oofe. He thaughtCthen would gnobably be, and he would find out.

770. That was all in the immediate neighborhood of Glenro@&afes, not immediate neighborhood

771. What were the notices in the prés3he local press drew attention to various riotous conc
going on at this publibouse, and suggested that the police should take some steps about it.

772. You mentioned in your evidence notices in the press, have you got those extracts cut
pasted in any papey”No, | have not.

773. You did not take nateof them in your dian® No, the outlaws had a tent about four feet h
with them to cover them in bad weather, and, with a little vigilance and keeping perfectly quiet, my m
he would be able to bring us close to them, in fact, indicating in suely @¢hat | anticipated in a very sho
time, being able to go to this place at midnight, wait till daylight, and have our hands on their throats
any trouble. At this time | also found very suspicious movements taking place between Glenrowakea
Rowan by means of the watch | was keeping up.

774. On the part of the outlawsTheir friends; there was no appearance of the outlaws themst
A party of their friends, active sympathizers, crossed the line just at Glenrowan, on horseback,
mourted and dressed and equipped as if they were starting for the shearing. They were closely watck
neighborhood of one of their friends at Lake Rowan, and a change was observed take place in this p:
of the number (there were about six of then) were stopped at Yarrawonga punt by the police, and it
ascertained who those four were. They were acquaintances, and were apparently going shearing,
equi pped in what is termed a very dAflasho sty

775. Were those same thaifoyou mentioned just now, when you said the number of sympath
was reduced to foud?Three of them were; one, the principal man, was Tom Lloyd.

776. You are aware he was with them all through; during your evidence, you have mentionec
Tom Lloyd® | think | have not mentioned young Tom Lldyde was absent for some considerable time
New South Wales, and then made his appearance.

777. What relation was Tom Lloyd to theinFirst cousin. He disappeared from among those stal
to shear. The police waied them, by my orders, as closely as they could, without being disco
themselves. Then one of my agents, who was wa
some distance from the main house; he was watching it all night. At lialygsaw a man, one of the sons



the house, come out of the hut and leave the door open. He was a very sharp man, and in a minute |
door close, and he was able to discern it was not closed by wind or any natural swing, but it must hi
pudhed to. He came in and reported this to me, and | knew that the Kellys had visited this place. | h¢
of them and, although | did not expect much from it, | considered it necessary to send a party to surg
hut, which they did, and they foundaster Tom Lloyd.

778. What date was th&?About the 13th of May; the men under Ser@onstable Kelly found Torr
Lloyd on the 20th May. The party passed through on the 15th. Though my agent told me about Gle
and Greta, | was very watchful and vemeasy about that other cour@rgbout their being down in the
other country Lake Rowan, and from there north toward Murray river.

779. Going north® Yes, north, towards the Murray.

780. Between the Murray and Glenrowan¥es.

781. Did they arrest Lloyd ahé¢ hut® No, they stopped him and made him stand, and they sa\
man, but there was no charge against him; he chaffed them and they came away quite good humore:
was no ground for arresting him whatever. We could have arrested him at any timénserpeevious to
that.

782. Was Lloyd one of the men ultimately arrested as a sympathixes, it is the same man.

783. Who was in Beechworth Gaol as a sympathizéf@s. About this time, soon after this | heard
Dan Kelly and Dick Hart calling at thdgze of a man near Chiltern, a wkliown house.

784. Do you mean the outlaw, Dan Kefly¥es.

785. And Hartd Yes.

786. What was the name of the outlaw Har&eve Hart.

787. You did not say Stevé@d1 meant Steve Hart. They were described to me as very r
emaci at ed; in a very miserable state, and as|
remarkably broad, and he was so emaciated that you could put your fists on his cheek bones;
information was not given to me until some coesable time after that; but that was the first time, after,
movements of these men, that | heard any authentic information of the outlaws. | then hear® df them

788. When is this, April and Mag?This is within a few days after the 20th May. At thisi¢i | had
received notice of being superseded.

789. When is that? A few days after the 20th, during the month of May. | received notice | was

superseded in April, and that | was to be gra
these important movements were occurring during the month of May. Then | received information
outl aws having been seen up in the Sebastopol

0 & ,0rd0 0 had seen Joe Byrne.

790. Will you fix the date for that? Yes, on the 26th May.

791. Had you heard it on the 26th, or had she seen him on the 26th af Mag® in Melbourne on
the 26th, and | heard it on that day on my way up.

792. Thatd 0 had seen Joe Byrn@MNo, the appearance of sometoh e out | aws
house.

793. On what day was he sedni? was some days before that.

794. And on the 26th you got notice he had been ge¥e8, | came up from Melbourne, on my wi
to Beechworth. On Saturday the 29th of May | éa& personally.
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795. Whichd 8 7?0 Old 8 & . She told me that, about three days before, she had seen Joe By
the morning.

796. How far wouldd 0 6 s house bed XcosideraBe distared] #hi® was a hudof
0 , about a mile from the holding of tided .

797. Waslhis where you saw hed?No; | saw her in Beechworth. This was early in the morning,
this person said she was looking for her cows, and when she came to this hut she saw the outlaw .
come out of a calpen, and his horse was near at hand, innafosure. Some conversation passed betw
thend | presume you will hear it again, perhépshall | repeat it all?

798. It will be as well to give the informatioShe asked him what he was doing there, and
replywa® i Oh, we coul d go faonmy wlhoairre svaenrgasi intariyots on
thing | recollect. There were some other words between them, but | do not recollect them.

799. Did you take any action on the information supplied by this woina®®; | had the place
examined where ki hor se was said to have been, and |
house, then traced away again from the house for some distance, on to a road, amongst a lot of trac
it was indistinguishable, the track was lost. | hurried dawnBenall& this was on Saturdéyfrom
Beechworth, arranging before | went for a party to go to a certalhAw r o n  Sdhcenmmanding a
view of Mrs. Byrneds.

800. Did he live at that time with his mothér? think the motheiin-law was living with him. Ido
not know whether she was there at that time. | do not know who was there, except that Aaron Sher

C. H. Nicolson,
continued,
25th March 1881.



there with his wife, and his mothar-law lived with him before he went there. The men were to keep a
out in that neighborhood, to watchMrs By r ne 6 s .

801. Were those the constables that wer e
shot® No, | believe not. On Sunday | had the telegraph office open all day, | think, and | attende
closely to the telegraph office at Benalladay. Then | had an agent that had been down watching
discovered young Tom Lloyd in the hut. | sent him up there into that country. | removed him from wt
was up to the Sebastopol ranges, and that country, and | had a party of men ready,naddtivee
Beechworth men also to be ready, and | had the trackers also ready with the view of proceeding. | re
communication in the course of Sunday that a man, believed to be Joe Byrne, had been seen by m

the back of a rock, at the headafully near a place called Londba gul |y al ong Mi
the mouth of which her house is situated; it is a very long gully, remarkably steep. After a consultati
Mr. Sadleir and Mr. O6Connor, Itindrenatienr starten abdut fiv

ob6bclock by the early train on Monday morning
reached Everton, and got out there, meeting my agent end Aaron Sherritt, who had been emplo
before | came up innguiring into the tracing of the outlaws with the police. We proceeded on throuc
bush, gui ded by Sherritt, so as to avoid co
paddock. We proceeded on foot through that country until we cathe teead of that gully. | sent three
the mounted men to take one side, and three tothakether side, on the very top of the precipices
cliffs. | myself went down with Mr. O6Connor
brought some of the men mounted to take the sides of the gully; however, down we went to the pli
the guide to point out the spot where he had seen the man. The trackers went to the place. We cot
trace of footsteps, and we could see aldrggully, but when we came near to this place, and we went
the rock behind which he saw the man appear,
told me the blacks explained to him there were traces of a young man with a footjusissdescribed a
Byrneds, with a smal.l foot, driving a cow upg
gullytoneard 8 6 s house, and, |l ooking for traces all/l
we examined the gully alown, and the men up above examined the country above, and without an
whatever. | had no doubt at this time that this informatiod @ seeing a man was perfectly true; ott
information about seeing the man at the hut, and about his being@ Mrs.ne 6s, | wadsat
any rate, | was quite satisfied, after the search we made, and seeing this agent was wrong in this
that these (the outlaws) men were gone from there at this time. They had been there two or three da
but they had returned back to Greta. | know that since then immediately after that they went to, ar
round by, Greta, and crossed Glenrowan; they went away beyond Lake Rowan. In that directio
watching before, and there the horses were stolenhwhére found when they were arrested, but | ha
return and meet Mr. Hare.

802. The horses found on the capture of the Kellys they found afterwards were horses belonc
man called Ryan, at Rowah?es.

803. And those were the horses you speafi &f&s; in fact | may state this with reference to tha
saw the convict Ned Kelly, after his conviction; had an interview with him; | knew him pretty well be
and he said to me in a sulky sort of wanded usgi &nc
we could not get away from you?o0 | sai d, i We
we l | I did disable you, that you were disabl
AOh, how was et hatr3elsowle gtott,h and where they

804. Did you see those horsds? e s . ALook at those horses
hose hor 9@ eisn 0J Wirhe 20 you not aware that I
fi O hhe éaid, expressing the greatest surprise.
805. Were those stabfed horses® | do not know; | never saw them.
806. You have brought us up to the 27th or 28th of May®; | have brought you up to the vel

—

last.
807. What day was that?31st May. Onthe 1stf June we sl ept that
808. At Beechworth® No; we did not go near Beechworth. | sent a party of men into Beechwor
809. | want to get the time that your connection with the Kelly search céa€mte 1st June, &
daybreak. After th a t night we sl ept at Crawfordébés pa
despatched them to search through the countryeturned with the trackers, and with Sen@wnstable
Kel |y, t he t wo constabl es, and MMNext
morning, 2nd June,l had a meeting with
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C. H. Nicolson, Mr . Har e, and | | eft Crawfordds on the 1st 0]
continued,  myselfreturned in the evening to Melbourne.

25th March 1881 810. That was your last connection with the Kelly busin®sées.

811. Do | understand that you had nothing further to do with the Kelly capture after that d



Nothing whatever. | received orders to proceed to the mém, the NorthWestern district, and on the de
theywere captured | found myself away on the border of the South Australian colony, as far away as
be.

812. Were you at Benalla or in Melbourne at the time of the Jerilderie bank robHewes in
Melbourne.

513. Do you know the particulars of the robbery théreflave heard them just from hearsay, | kn
very little of it; | was out at Porcupine Creek, near Chiltern, on the road between Beechworth and C
and the track was pointed out whereytihad passed, and where Joe Byrne was seen.

814. You were in Melbourne at the time of the Jerilderie robldety®as.

815. Who was in charge of the neghstern country thed?Captain Standish.

816. Did you make yourself acquainted with the particularthaf robbery, namely, what mone
were taken® Yes, all the particulars.

817. | want to ask you about it later @n¥es the particulars reached me in the usual way.

818. You had full information how many fiygund notes were taken, what bank, and s@ orés

819. You had official knowled@e not at once® | believe so.

820. You had not yourself personalyNo, | had not. | could not speak now, unless | looked tt
up.

821. | would like to ask some questions about that robbery, in consequence of its beingispue:
that a large quantity of those notes were circulated in Benalla; and therefore | should like you to ldelre
may say, when in Benalla, | was informed frequently of the circulation of the notes, but they could
identified; and | remember aaespondence passing through my hands, when | was here about notes t
been circulated, passed from one of the sympathizers to a storekeeper in Wangaratta, but | know of r
that were passed in Benalla.

822. An article appeared in the papdsa that time, that notes of the Jerilderie bank, in New Si
Wales, which would be subject to exchange in this country, were being very freely distributed
neighborhood of Beechworth, for stores and otherwise. The matter was brought up in tegafduisdid
state that | personally found that that money was exchanged in Benalla for goods and stores; car
whether that information, from your own knowledge, that | asserted was correct, was correctdor
believe it waé not to a large extent

823. Do you know, of your own personal knowledgehen you were in Benalla were you informi
by any person that supplies were bought in Benalla, or in the townships about, by thedKillyd?have
seen the Miss Kellys frequently in a shop at Benalla,imgaurchases there.

824. What character of purchasg@s® very ordinary character; they were generally on horseback.

825. What did they buy?Well, they were principally things for themselves, for their o
consumption.

826. What things® Clothing for thechildren.

827. Tobacco® | am not sure of their buying it.

828. Was tobacco reported to yéuRo.

829. Was it reported to you that they paid in Bank of New South Wales édtes#s shown notes tc
smell. They smelt as if they had been planted in the earth.

830. Was it reported to you by any agent, or officer, or policeman that the Kellys were in the h
getting supplies at Ball és shop and el sewher e
South Wales® Yes, | heard they did.

831. Haveyou heard that tobacco was bought thé@ré®ill not say | have heard tobacco was bou
there, but | know old Tom Lloyd, a relative of theirs, an uncle, used to buy stores of every kind, toba
other things, which | have no doubt reached the outlaws.

832. Did you hear beside of the purchase of sardines, and tinned fish, an®d iNondZannot say
that.

833. You do not recollect the particuladsRo, | have heard of that kind of stuff being bought
places, evidently for them.

834. You have no doubt your own mind that their relatioésthis man was their uncl&? speak of
other people also, sympathizers.

835. As a matter of fact, you know those supplies were bought éhéte®ard afterwards that the
were purchased.

836. Have you any doubt that thosached the Kelly outlawd?Some things | have very little dout
of.

837. And that money was paid for those stores in Bank of New South Walengtes?

838. And you yourself have smelt those notes, and said they had an earthy sfesll?wo were
shown me.

839. Besides those notes, were you aware of other notes for large amounts being issue
district® | have heard of it, but | have only seen two notes shown to me by a storekeeper there. | wisl
in reference to something said by Captain Stdndis the course of my duty there, hearing various run
and reports from Aaron Sherritt, since deceased, of the appearance of one of the outlaws singly, s
singly and sometimes in coupl es, s u d d Bymé was in the
habit of frequently wvisiting his motheros hoi
Byrneds house.

840. When was this; you had left on the Zhdhis was previous to my leaving.



841. Will you fix a dated About the 1st of December 1879.This place was thoroughly secre
and is away in the centre of nothing but rocks and stones, and no vegetatiénrattiaithg to induce any
person to go thefeand it was unknown, | was led to believe, to every e Sherrit. | selectedfour
men, and | spent with them, in the presence&ehiorConstableMullane and Detective Ward, one to two

hours in going over and instructing them in their duty,
them againstevery possible contingencyor
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warning

occurrences that might take place, and impressing upon them that their object was not to be surpris' C. H. Nicolsn,

surprise again. They had the assistance of the deceased Aaron Sherritt. They started at midnight,
down their provisions, and blankets, andcessaries, without meeting with any one, and all tt
precautions were taken. Their practice was t¢
Sherritt.

842. He was not in the cav®?No, in the long grass, commanding a view of her hoAsmut
bet ween ten and eleven o06clock these men athey
had been rehearsed in it&ldnd take up position apart from each other, to surprise the outlaws il
should attempt to visit that house. | hattier four men who relieved them. They were relieved by four |
at the end of each week, once a week. Before daylight in the morning they used to ascend the hil
back before daylight into the cave. Aaron Sherritt was instructed and employedraargbquietly, and
warn them not to leave any traces, footprints, &c.; and he was instructed to hide and conceal any if
leave any. This was continued on for some time. Whenever | reported it to Captain Standish | re«
reply from him to remoe them at once.

843. To remove the men from the cayeves.

844. |s that in writing® Yes, | can produce the letter. That if | considered it was a secret, |
mistaken, that it was actually known in the Richmond depét.

845. What was knowrd? About the secretave party. | replied, remonstrating against doing so,
assuring him of the perfect safety of the arrangement, and that it was a perfect secret up there. | a
that | was very sorry that the depét was such a place which received informatiat kihtl so rapidly on
such a matter where such matters were concerned, the secret movements of the police.

846. This was in December 1877Yes.

847. At that time | understood you to say you had full charge of that di8trit#3.

848. Then why was theecessity of communicating with Captain Standish adadllRad to keep the
head of the department advised of what | was doing, for the Government as well as himself.

849. And he had the power to countermand, by his order, what yod ¥iel?

850. Have you gt the letter@ Yes, | have a letter to that effect.

851. You can put it in at some future tirdeYes.

852. Is that the first time that you make the statement that any order of that character was
youd it is in your memory that he was in the habit efding similar order€?| have other orders that
have received of a similar description.

853. | understood both you and Captain Standish that you were altogether acting on yo
responsibility, that he understood you were acting in that way; and tstade you to say also you had sc
control® So | had until he interfered. As Chief Commissioner of Police he had the right to interfere.

854. When would you fix the date if the first interferemagas this a solitary instance, or was it
matter that had azurred before the 4th December 18¥9?would rather defer answering that for ti
present.

855. | want you to see that Captain Standish was very specific; on more than one occasion 1
that he used was that you heatte blancheand did exactly as yo likedd that you yourself took the
responsibility® | did take the responsibility until any occasion he interfered with me, when | had to su

856. Is this the position of affadsyou are now complaining of what Captain Standish did in 1¢
countermandig orders you had gived?Yes.

857. He did so on other occasiods?es, he did so on other occasions.

858. You are not prepared at present to give that information, but you will do so laieYes.?

859. Did you let Captain Standish know that you had theseimthe cave® Certainly, | did, and
soon after | received that letter.

860. Captain Standish says this matter was known in the dep&s.

861. Were your men bound to any secrécy'es, they were.

862. Then the matter must have been communicated fromnyenrto the depét at Richmorél?
Yes, | have no doubt he had been informed from the defida. §xtract from the letter referred to was re
under the date 15th January 1880, asfollawsfi | t woul d be better to hi
thed 0 )ifthed 0 are to be depended upon, even if we had to subsidise them occasionally. As to
which you believe has been observed about this watching party, | may tell you that the existence of t
and even the names of the constables employddare wn al | t hrough the de

continued,
25th March 1881.



when | received peremptory orders to retire.

863. Did he give you instructions, in addition to that, to stap ke did, on more than one occasic
till at last | had to give it up.

864. Were the istructions inwritngd | cannot remember; a numb
did not keep.

865. | take it that you put in this letter to show that you were carrying out certain arrangem
this district, and they were unfairly interfered with ®gptain Standisl&? Yes.

866. Had you, after receiving this letter, positive instructions to discontinue this déarhgdl; |
wrote back to him, telling him, whether it was secret at the depbt or not, | could not say, but it was
secret up there, aridr months afterwards.

867. Is it not perfectly credible, in fact, that it would be known at the dep6t and notthéss?but
if it was known at the depdt, it must have been known by the men in my district; the men serving in
and Beechworth did i&now of it.

868. Have you the next | etter of Ca Mot lacannot
say whether he wrote or ordered me verbally. He frequently visited me at that time.

869. Can you fix your memory now, not fixing absolutely to tifmseif on your mind that on an
other occasion he absolutely issued an order to you which, in your opinion, was contrary to your ¢
interest® Yes.

870. So that it interfered with the efficiency of the duty that you were then doing®d, and | can
satisfy you of that. At the same time, whilst these men were out on this cave duty, | had a man tr
amongst the population all/l round who did not
is the talk about the Kellys. o

38

C. H. Nicolson 871. The point really is that your arrangements there were unfairly interfered with by the heac
continued, — dapartment. He has sworn you hadte blancheand yet it appears hiaterfered® | ultimately, from his
25th March . . . . .

1881, persevering and ordering me on this subject, had to break up this party

872. Were there other occasions of the same &adrt®ill come to another occasion. | can brir
witnesses also to prove these things.

873.Isitnotd act that nearly al/l the statements
corroborated; the official documents will put them right?es, | am quite confident of that. When 1 to
charge of the district, casualties arose; men, from one #mndgther, had to withdraw from the district; a m
with a broken leg, a man suffering from sunstroke or fever, and the meagre skeleton of the force | had v
reduced by about twelve men, and | could not spare a single man. One man died upttieeresast of the
work. | used to write very strongly, several times, about those vacancies being filled up. Here is one i
There were all these men absent at onediffanding in a return, which was as folloWs]

NORTH-EASTERN DISTRICT.

ReTUrRN showing Unfilled Vacancies in the District on 24th March 1880

Required instead Of
Station where | Number of Remarks as to Disposal of Absentees.
Vacancies are] Men. Rank. |Reg. No Name.
Benalla 1 M. Con. | M. Con. 2912 | Brodrick, R. W. | Resigned and discharged, 9/3/80.
Beechworth 1F.Con. | F.Con. 2850 | Williamson, D. | In hospital at depot since 20/1/80.
Cashel 1 M. Con. | M. Con. 2525 | Forrestal, M. Ditto, ditto, 20/2/80.
Euroa 1F.Con. | F.Con. 2659 | Brownlee, Wm. | Resigned and discharged, 20/3/80.
Mansfield 1 M. Con. | M. Con. 225 Costello, Andw. | Returned to Western district early in January
Rutherglen 1 ditto S. Con. 1546 | Gribbin, A. Transferredo depot by order of C.C. P.
Shepparton 1 ditto M. Con. 2521 | Commons, MI. | In depot hospital all the month.
Wodonga 1 ditto M. Con. 2691 | Carroll, M. F. Transferred to depot by order of C.C.P.

This is my letter in reply to hird:
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MEemo. Police Department, Benalla, 4th August 1879.

In reply to the Chief Commi ssionerdés minute M 77E
Superintendent Sadleir, and also to the amended return furmisbedsequence of changes made since the 19th ultimo.
to remind the Chief Commissioner of the reductions made recently in this district, vizwbfgonstables and twentiree
soldiers, in all seventyfive men, and which do not include thealgiments of military also lately withdrawn from Seymou
and Avenel.

The attached return shows what is left in each station in this district; and | must respectfully protest against any furth
diminution of strength, excepting where constables are emplegtzhing the banks shall be replaced by suitable men at
expense of those establishments.

The question appears to resolve itself into &hiks it desirable to prevent further outrages by the Kelly gang? | submit th,
is desirable to prevent furtheutrages. There is no doubt that their success has given them prestige, and that, togethe
the amount of money they obtained, has procured them assistance, and has acted as an antidote to the high reward
against them.

| have reason to believkat the above effect is gradually becoming weaker, in consequence of their money being neai
expended.

There is also the bad moral effect which would be produced should they make another successful raid, especially if |
shed.

The mere loss ahoney to any banking establishment is, | consider, of the least importance in this matter.

It is not advisable to speak, at present, of the prospect of capturing the outlaws. But | trust that the existingirstetevidif t
not last much longer in thdorth-Eastern District; and | hope that the present strength will not be reduced, and that as
attention as possible will be drawn to the subject.

C. H. NICOLSON,
Asst-Commissioner Police.

874. The date of that letter is 4th August 18YY2s.

875. Then that was the month after you resumed duty on the second océa¥ies\? had to go dowr
to Melbourne once or twice to remonstrate about that; and my whole time, as witnesses will prove, ol
deal of our time at that time, with all this trying Wwdranging over us, was taken up in that way; there was 1
month or two months passed without something of this kind to distract us from the business we had in t

876. When was thad?The whole time till the time | was superseded.

877. This is the comumication you sent a month after you resumed duty@s.

878. Was there any answer from Captain Standishés.

879. Have you it® No, | have not, but the amount of men and the strength of the system | was to
was known to Captain Standish before tfi&te reason | repeated was, | found it necessary to repeat in
of duty of that kind, to make it as plain as possible to Captain Standish.

880. Did he reply to that, explaining why the number of men had been redukckd®e no recollection;
probably fe did.

881. Do you complain that, in reply to that, he reduced the men further, or did he send yad kpr
reply to that is, that my force was never kept up to the mark. When | did get men to supply the places
men, | had sick men and invalids sep to me in that district.

882. He did not assist you after that remonstrahde@ may have sent one or two men. | can get
exact reply.

883. | recollect, at that time, there was a long talk in the House of the outlay, about the
expenditure, anthe money would not be vot&@dberhaps there was some reagbhere was no increase 1
the estimates, to the number of the police force at all, so that there was no increase with the number of
this Kelly raid; those extra men in the NoEastern Ditrict were taken from other districts.

884. As the answer tthat letter would be of an official character,is it likely to be in the press
copies of the departme®? hope to find it in that; but duringhat time the strengthof the force was never
made up; and when | left the office, | used always to keep that and other memoranda before me on m
table in the office. There was a list of the men who were missing on the table or abovethe



chimney. Ihave been short of men even at Cashel, that most important place, where most serious C. H. Nicolson,

might have been committed, where we had no telegraph station. ZSIEOJSPCL‘;‘ié o1
885. Will you supply the Commission with the force of the Ndg#stern District at the time the '

you left charge in 188@?Yes, | will do so. Captain Standish alluded to my business habits, and my a

| do not wish to take any notice of that, but | just wish to show the mode of my settling up, and f

purpose | will quote my report to the Chiédmmissioner with reference to one of those agents. | wis

draw your attention to the fact that the essentials have been complied with. In the first instance the r

not make his appearance for a certain date, but | had arranged he was todfequaitie day previous tc

that. | did not pay him after that, because | communicated with him in the channel which he chose h

next make sure | part with him on good terms, and not to send him away to do ud flETenwitness

handed in the followig paper]d Benalla, 26th February 1880Memod Confidentiald 1. The attachec

claim is for service principally rendered last year, that is from 1st November 1879 to beginning of F«

1880. Cl ai mant made a char ge himnotice ony3m $e¢briarydtteatyh

services were no longer required, | have only allowed to the 5th, as any delay which occurred was

fault, my notice having been sent to him through a channel of communication chosen by himsel

course | hag taken care to satisfy him that he has been treated fairly, and he is ready to take service

required. 3. He has been employed watching Brien and his orangery, and working between the p

Greta. His observations and information obtainedvataable. 5. Will the Chief Commissioner be go

enough to cause the amount to be drawn throl

advanced to him can be stopped. o | was most asg
the outlaws. | used to get receipts from the office here, and have them witnessed by Mr. Sadleir;
expenses did not mount wup; for one man and t

whilst | had him employed. The poor mantltxy it, but it just happened by the arrangement he mad
thought he could gain by it. But the total expenditure of mine of that kind was very small indeed.
finished my statement.

886. | will draw your attention to two matters. This is your pdntter of 30th June 188®:f | h
the honor respectfully to request that, before proceeding to acknowledge the services of those enga
destruction of the Kelly gang of outlaws, a searching enquiry be held into the whole circumstant
transations of the police administration in the Nofastern District since the Kelly outbreak in Octot
1878, and particularly into the circawe.tances:s

887. The question | want to ask is this. You have entetedailengthy detail of the exact position
the Kelly outlaws at the time you left the district. Is that the reason that you ask that enquiry m
delayed until these facts you have now stated were made public. Am | to understand that you h
ertered into the full details of the exact position you had the outlaws in at the time you withdrew in M
April?d Yes.

888. And therefore you consider at that particular time you were unjustly treated in
withdrawal® Yes. Nothing to do with the rewdat all, but with my withdrawal.

889. Was that what you meant in that letter you wish delayed till the facts you now mentione
before the departmerd?Yes.

890. You wish us to understand in your opinion you had the Kellys almost completely unde
control at the time you were withdrawh? do, and | say it not only on behalf of my assistants and agen

891. Was that the object of the let@r¥es, for myself and the others.

892. You recollect a lettdryou have not alluded todtwhich was given uponath by a young
fellow namedd 6 ,isheoneofthé 6 t hat s alluded t o ailsupposesd, |
know the man well.

893. Did you pay him any service monéyPdid.

894. Under whose control was the NeEhstern District; who was in chagvhen the sympathizer
were put in Beechworth gad?Under Captain Standish.

895. Who was the officer who appeared against the sympathizers on the rémisindSadleir, |
believe, had to appear.

896. You were not in charg&? was not there, so | have eaact knowledge of it.

897. Did you inform the officer that took charge when you last left the district that you were sa
that you had the Kellys almost within your graddvould not like to say that.

898. Did you give him such information as woldd useful to him in the interest of the pubfic?
Oh! Yes.

899. In every respedi?In every respect.

900. You gave his a detailed account of all the proceedings leading up to what you believe
almost immediate capture, had you remained and carried eratams® | spent over an hour in th
presence of Mr. Sadl eir and Mr. O6Connor, anit
of, and turned from time to time to Mr. Sadl
s u g g @ and M Sadleir from time to time would tell me if he had thought so, and remind me;
presume it would be better to defer that till Mr. Hare has been examined.

901. What was the nature of your relationship with the men and officers dueitignghyou were in
charge of the Nortfitastern District; not your superior officers, but those undeé ytbe men under you
charge® Mr. Sadleir was the superintendent of the district, he was under me, and we were, and are
the very best of termdveays.



902. He was immediately under y@u¥es; he was in charge of the district, and he rendered m
most valuable assistance through out and spared himself in no degree; and many most valuable st
he gave me, for instance, that about working pleople up in the township to assist the police in cas
attack, and so on. My acquaintance with Mr.
he had not been fairly treated, he considered, by my predecessor, and there wastiardigpleEave him

out of the way on any occasion when there was a prospect of capturing the men.
903. When you left the charge of the place one of your successors would be, of course, Mr.
would it not® No; when | left charge Mr. Hare was therat bexclude Mr. Hare; he was not with me.

C. H. Nicolson,
continued,
25th March 1881
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904. By your predecessor, you meant Captain Stardli¥h@ s , in this respec
on very good termsaith Captain Standish even when | came up, but he was very dissatisfied with bei
out. | told him that | considered it a very improper thing myself of any one to do anything of the k
himd an officer coming from a neighboring colony with a pastymen. | considered that it would be a ve
improper thing for the officers of police of Victoria to behave in such a manner towards him, and
might feel perfectly satisfied on that point that there was hardly an officer in the colony would da
thing, and from that time our relations were perfectly satisfactory. He placed the trackers at my dispos
could take them myself at any tifheo take them whenever | chose, he could trust me entirely; | an
going to crack the police up and kgmopularity by speaking of them; but | can only say they showec
greatest possible spirit throughout, and as a proof of it there was not one man brought before
misconduct while | was up there.

905. Neither black nor whité?No, not one, during thlast time | was up there.

906. In the course of your examination you stated you were displeased with the conduct
officer®® One exception.

907. Who you think did not act correctly in that search, and whom you instructed not to undert:
search prties again; | mean Mr. Smith?That was not the officer | alluded to.

908. The question | ask is this: in the course of your evidence you state there was one seal
under the control of an officer, Mr. Smith?es.

909. And that he acted indiscreeitiyreturning when he ought not th?¥es.

910. Was he continued in the district, and was he in the district when you resumed control, in
of the following year@ Yes.

911. Excepting that instance, did you find it your duty to find fault with the disorevant of pluck,
or courage of any officer or constable under Yo, | did not.

912. Would it be untrue to say, in your opinion, the men showed want of courage and dash
constables should possesd?would be incorrect, in my experience, to saat.

913. And that the constables under you have constantly discharged their duty as they were bo
the public service? Yes, during the whole time | was there, | can say that. | do not pretend to say |
brother to the men, but | was alwaheir comrade.

914. I't could not be to you that the infer
treated the men like dogs™Not truly, for | never had occasion to reprimand or admonish a man up -
from the time | relieved CaptaBtandish till | was superseded.

915. You have no idea whom Captain Standish referredl k%, but | take it to myself. There is ju:
one letter | was going to handiirthis is the letter of remonstrance | sent to Captain Standish, dated 19t|
1880 duringthe month | was given a month more to work. | found, from the disturbance during that r
that it was quite impossible for me to carry 8n.The witness handed in the following pdp&r

[Copy.]
V.498. Police Department,
MEMo. Superintendent 6s Office

With reference to my recent interview with the Honoratile Chief Secretary, in the presence of the CI
Commissioner of Police, upon the subject of the search for the Kelly gang and a proposed change in the cond
proceedings, | now submit the following remarks, with the request that they may tefiaid the Honorable the Chie
Secretaryd

For the first six weeks after the murders, giving the Kellys credit for more boldness than they are now s
possess, | pursued them with search parties in the hope that they would not be at such maEththi® @alice. At the enc
of that period, on the 10th December 1878, they committed the Euroa bank robbery, and our pursuit of them faile
want of efficient trackers, even although the tracks were recent.

On the 13th Decemb éinurydo/ng eyesight, | etarned ® ylelbourne,eafteowhich the fc
throughout the NorttEastern district was further increased by extra officers, a considerable number of mounted &
police, a body of the permanent artillery corps, besides tetmetived Eason, Berril, and Browh all acting under the
special directions of the Chief Commissioner of Police and Superintendent Hare, and the system continued for ne
months more, about ten months altogether, without obtaining any traces evhattékie offenders. In that interval the
occurred the bank robbery at Jerilderie, N.S.W., in February 1879, when the Victorian police in this district use
effort to intercept the outlaws on their return, but, as at Euroa, in the absence eheffative trackers, without effec



Although reports did come in of the-appearance of individual members of the gang at different places, it was
impossible to follow up the traces.

| mmedi ately after the Chief JGyplasmliwasssendhback todhe Naikestern
district, and placed in charge of the work. Superintendents Hare, Furnell, and ultimatdlysigsedior Toohey were
withdrawn, also over forty of the police, and the main portion of the permanent militashdent (the remainder, abo
twenty-two soldiers, were subsequently withdrawn from Shepparton, Violettown, and Euroa, but ultimately | obtai
seven constables in their places).

My own experience of active search in the ranges here, without soméRarprecise information of the where
abouts of the gang, is that it is worse than useless, and | am supported in this opinion by the experience of eve
whom | have spoken to on the subject. It is most costly and most harassing to men ancindyrsegng to the bush skil
and wariness of the outlaws, and to the security afforded them by the nature of the country, and by the character
number of the inhabitants, it is the most unlikely mode to be attended with success.

| believe it mg be positively asserted of all the numerous search parties that were sent out at so much tra
cost, no one connected with them went out or returned wétirractnotion of in what point of the compass the Kell
were secreted, or, in fact, whetlikey were in Victoria at all. Knowing this, it would have been folly on my panate
continued such a system.

With the reduced means at my disposal, my first object wasdoaage and secure to those townships where t
was treasure protection agst a raid; to maintain a few extra mounted men at Wodonga, Wangaratta, Brigh
Mansfield, ready to act in case of emergency, at any of the distant points. The only complete search party has bet
at Benalla, the heaguarters of the district.

Previously there had been search parties at each of the-adowel places. With the assistance of the dis
superintendent, Mr. Sadleir, which | have received throughout, economy was enforced in every direction. Not on
railway train has beemsed; and in view of the search being protracted, every effort has been made compatit
efficiency to bring down the working expenses to the cost of an ordinary district employing the same number of me

A further important reduction was effected by¢ Chi e f Co mmid ¥K76p 51@79,6aad YA9A33
18/12/796 abolishing special travelling allowances to the police engaged in the-Bastlrn district.

I may here state that, even when the outlaws are finally disposed of, this district wilanatuh reduction in the
present number of police for one or two years to émetil not only the criminal, but the large lawless, portion of -
population are put down, and confidence in the police protection is restored among the honest and industrious.

Keeping the police on the alert, but quiet and undemonstrative even to conveying the impression that their
had become dulled and the pursuit relaxed, | endeavored to discover and cultivate as many sources of infor

possible.
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It canbe easily understood that much difficulty exists in finding suitable agents to assist police in this C. H. Nicolson,

moreover economical considerations rather restrict me in this direction.

A few respectable farmers, selectors and others are, | believe, willimy,promise to furnish the polic25th March 1881.

promptly with information; but when the opportunity occurs they shrink from the duty until too late, lest their com
with the police should be discovered, and not without reason, for the friends and sympathitteesoatlaws are very
watchful. As an illustration of their danger: The search of the police would commemoemain pointThe fact, unless
precaution is used by the police, is frequently sufficient to indicate to the criminal class the sourdefoffttation, and
in this Kelly case would probably entail serious consequences upon the informant.

To induce persons of the same class as the outlaws, and possessing the necessary knowledge anc
become useful agents, is a matter of time and wistances.

However, after working as secretly as possible, positive tidings of the presence of the outlaws in the distric
the localities visited by them, was obtained, although to late to employ the police to pursue them. Since then, lguac
steadily, more accurate and closer information of them and their movements has been received, until | have
reasons to expect their steady arrest, and that, by continuing to pursue the course | adopted, their ultimate Id@etur
apositive certainty.

They have never shown themselves openly, as at Euroa and Jerilderie, since the arrival of the Queensl:
trackers here. The presence of the latter, and the precautions taken against a successful raid have baffled thesiou
funds are almost exhausted, thwiestigehad failed considerably, and, consequently, the number of their admiret
deceased.

They are depressed and very distrustful. They have almost ceased to use their horses, or to carry tt
exceptingwhen shifting from one neighbourhood to another.

They conceal themselves during the day, and moved out at night on foot, and visit or meet their few fr
irregular periods, and generally unexpectedly. These friends are confined to their bloodsrelatia few chosen your
men of the criminal class, who have known them from childhood, none of whom, up to this date, can be induced
them, even foz8,000.

They are accompanied by one or two scouts, who search the ground before them fordeapasdahey use a
their craft against leaving any trail for the trackers. When they do visit any hut or place, they watch it for sever
previously, and after satisfying themselves that no strangers are within, one of them enters, andyéflathis others
follow leaving one or two of their scouts outside.

The length of time occupied in their capture must depend much upon the opportunities given by the outl
skill of the police, and the disposition of the people to aid the police.

| have already related how wary the gang are. Nevertheless, their exhausted means compels them
themselves more and more to danger of betrayal and (or) capture, and this is already observable to a marked ¢
their friends are decreasing, whithe police are increasing in knowledge and experience, and in the number o
disposed to help them; rendering the capture of the gang certain, unless some unfortunate change takes pla

continued,



outlaws, by a successful raid or by some other meaefil$ their purses again; in which event, to ensure their capture
work of the police will have to be done over again.

The system that has had to be adopted in this extraordinary case requires the exercise of patience
concerned. A prematurand fruitless attempt to capture the gang would be madness. It would awaken all the
capture, and perhaps cause them to separate and steal out of the colony, and leave them masters of the situatir
when least expected, and surprise uatgther successful raid.

While acknowledging the consideration of the Government in proposing a change in the management of 1
business, thereby relieving me from the very trying duty upon which | have been continually engaged for the
montls, nevertheless, my sense of duty impels me to point out, respectfully, the inadvisability of such a change.
seen by this report the system which | have pursued system which appears to be the proper one, undei
circumstances.

It does notseem well to remove the officer who has collected and holds in his hands all the threads of a |
tedious enquiry just at the crisis.

Again, | submit that the change is impoalitic, as this case is one in which keen public interest has been ta
proposed change will probably be considered as an admission of failure on the part of the police; and, especi:
successor happens to be unsuccessful, a clamour will probably be raised that the organization of the force is w
may lead to braking up the constabulary, and to weakening the power to maintain law and order in the colony; \
the real truth is there is no failure at present; on the contrary, by the exercise of patience and fortitude, suc
certainty.

(Signed) C. H. NICOLSON,
AssistartCommissioner of Police
To the Chief Commissioner of Police, Melbourne.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to Tuesday nextathpalfa st El even o06cl ock.
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TUESDAY, 2%+ MARCH 1881.

Present
TheHon. F. loneMorg, in the Chair;
J. H. Graves, Esq., M.L.A., G. W. Hall, Esqg., M.L.A,,
G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,, W. Anderson, Esg., M.L.A,,
E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P., G. C. Levey, Esq., C.M.G.
J. Gibb, Esq., M.L.A.,

C. H. Nicolson further examined. C. H. Nicolson,

TheWitnessd | wish to be allowed to supplement my evidence by a few remarks, which will t29th March 1881.
very little timed a few facts which will take a very short time to put in.

916.By the Commissiod You had better go on thed? wish to state that the interferenaith me
in the NorthEastern district, on the part of Captain Standish, that | alluded to, worried and crippl
considerably, and also the two officers who were with me.

9179 Crippled their action als@?Yes.

9183 Who were they®d SuperintendentSadleir and SublinspectorO6 Connor of t
police; but | never allowed it to interfere with my workAs an instance,when | received from time to

time several orders to withdraw
the cave party, | did not do so. On my own respondiility | took that
POLICE F
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C. H. Nicolson, course. When objection was made to the employment of Aaron Sherritt by Captain Standish, | discu
continued, ' matter with him. At the samiime | continued to employ Sherritt, although | at last received an actual
29th March 1881 . . . Lo . .
from Captain Standish, saying he insisted upon my ceasing to do so. He said he was untrustworthy, a
919. It was the first time you have stated that Captain Stantfisludéted you to discharge Sheritt?
Yes. | kept Sherritt on, on my own responsibility, and paid him out of my own pocket for the time
from time to time, whether | got the Government to recoup me or not, until the day | left.
920. Did you get thatcgount disbursed agaid?ves, | did get paid without any difficulty. As to th
repayment, | had never any difficulty in getting it in Melbourne. | considered, and | maintained, that | v
best judge on the spot as to whom | should employ and whom Idshatuemploy, and that it was impossib
for Captain Standish, or any person sitting on a chair in Melbourne, to judge or dictate to me, with
responsibility that was thrown upon me, in what | was doing up there, whom | should employ and \
shauld not.
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921. Were those the only two instances he interfered withdydhere was a spirit the whole tim
pervading that way; in fact, for months before | was withdrawn | had the consciousness that there w
mischief brewing.

922. You felt there was ischief brewing against you for months before you were withdrawyss. |
charged Captain Standish on one occasion, at Benalla, with exhibiting my confidential letters to hirr
Hare at the depdt. His reply was to the effect that he considered herlydd ®@ do with the letters he
received what he liked; consequently, | was very guarded in my communications to him. During this
maintained courteous relations with Captain Standish, and outwardly there was no exhibition of fee
my part, at ay rate, towards him. When |, in April, received notice in his office in a very curt manner,
was to be superseded, then seeing that the public service was being sacrificed and all the labor of ye
be sacrificed o

923. That was nearly two g&s afterd Yes. | was saying it was only then that | expressed indigne
to the Chief Commissioner of Police.

924. That was in 1878?No, in April 1880.

925. That was when y 6 Wheqg bfirst washieformmed, ard ltadlesd dawo
town, and warned him of the disaster that would ensue.

926. Was it all verba® Verbal; but | will give you more of it. | then insisted upon having
interview with the Honorable the Chief Secretary.

927. That was Mr. Ramsay?yes

928. He had only just taken offichen® He had just taken office. This was on the Saturday.

929. What date? | arranged with Captain Standish that | would come on the following Mot

morning. I will give the date presentl y. CeGheft
Secretary, | should wish to be present, o and
anyone el se being present. o | would not go i1

an interview without him. Omy arrival at the office on Monday, Captain Standish told me | could no
the Chief Secr @&thathewotldnbtlbe at thexffice 6llawo.cAs lkwas just leaving Cap
Standishdéds office after heangupstagstdhisafice. | saw t

930. Both departments are in the same buildinyg®es. | followed Mr. Ramsay up staird did; not
rush up after him, as was insinuatednd, when he reached his room, | asked him if he would allow n
speak t o hi mmsay Captairn Slandishithblls me that | am to have an interview with you ¢
ob6cl ock; he did not expect you at your offic
because | wish to return to Benalla by thedpali st t wo Ramsay was?qbite Rbreeable, and | v
turning away from him to go and tell Captain Standish when Captain Standish came following up, |
after me, as if | were trying to steal a march on him, and looking at me in an insulting manner, as if | h
trying to steal a march upon him.

931. That was the inference you dréw?es, he came looking at me in that way.

932. And you now, in giving your evidence, say that he did look at you, and you felt he was loo
you in the way you describe. That is wiyau sweard | do; and my impression was confirmed by what
said, the other day, in evidence before this Commission. Mr. Ramsay heard me most patiently.

933. Where was thig?In hisownroomdi n t he Chi ef Secretaryos
Standi®. And he received me more than courteously, | may say kindly; and he assured me that; it
reflection intended on me; that it was just a change, like in a game of drialdtange of bowlers.

934. Was that the exact expression he uselttat was the xact expression he used on that occas
| explained to him how dangerous this was, and that there was very little analogy between the Kelly |
and the game of cricket; and how dangerous this change that was about to be made would be. | the
Ramsay, he promising to consider my application not to be removed. | understood that the thing hac
been decided upon.

935. Your remonstrance was with a view of his reconsidering his determiréaties? | called at Mr.
Ramsayds of feioftthe afiemoort. he cour s

936. What office@ His private office, that afternoon; and he led me to understand that | v
receive an intimation about the mattea favorable reply. On that occasion | did not force myself into;
Ramsayés r oom, ubualtwayshatwnydné going tahis bffice would see him.

937. Was t hat about t he ti me SidrNo,hftemiteas | relin&
then to the district.

938. Why did you ask for this extensbma mo n t hddBecause jusea? théime | was receiving
other information from that man that wrote about the armour, and ought to have gone on. The info
began to come in at that time when | went back very fast, of a very important cliatiedicating a
speedy termination.

939. You stated in your evidence that between this date, on or about the 20th April, your ager
giving you almost daily informatiod? Yes.



940. And you stated in your evidence the position of the men at th&t tima¢ theyy were short of C. H. Nicolson,
money, and we in the habit of going to Lake Rowan and other platédsfo not know exactly about Lak __ continued,
Rowan. 29th March 1881.

941. You said about that tim@?/es, from the time | went back and resumed work again, | foul
was no use my continuing going on with the prospect of beitltgdvawn at the end of the month. Yc
cannot command information, of course, in police maters; you must wait until it comes in to
telegraphed to Captain Standish about the middhe 20t of May, stating that | would be down tr
following day, and sking if he would be good enough to obtain me another interview with the ¢
Secretary. Captain Standish spoke in his evidence as if there was only one interview; there w
interviews. | followed my telegram the next morning, and presented myselagtt ai n St and

meeting him I was polite, as usual , and he t
night, and | saw the Chief Secretary, and he does not think there is any occasion to have an
interview with you. 0 | replied, iDo you then tell me

the Honorable the Chief Secretary?0 He said,
to Mr. Ramsayo6s privat ehhintiflastedeaboutdalfdnhbued an i r

942. That was on the 20#7n or about the 20th of May.

943. It would be the 21st, the day following your telegrdny®s. | then told Mr. Ramsay the sta
of affairs up there, as | had told him before in the preseneggapfain Standish. | told him that Capte
Standish was no authority on any matters of the kind; that he had no practical experience. | told |
Captain Standish would not give his mind to the business, and hardly to any one else; at any ratejith
not get him to attend to me ten minutes at a din@ sit down and talk over the Kelly business. He col
not, even of a period of ten minutes, fix his attention upon the matter. And | expressed to Mr. Ramse
was a great pity that before heaided that he had not consulted me also. | suggested that, though
Captain Standisho6s subordinate, still I was
was an experienced officer, and | was a better authority on the mate€Capsain Standish possibly cou
be.

944. Were you at that time recognized Assistant Commissioner of Roliee®, | was. Mr. Ramsay
listened to me very attentively throughout, and there was no warmth whatever between us, exceptir
part, in endeavong to induce him to reconsider the matter; and we parted just in the same friendly r
as before, he promising to reconsider and let me know. He made this one remark, showing the i
t hat | had made wupon hi m, fimdde blll these aroangenseetewith therh
of the department, it is very difficult to al

945. Captain Standish was not at this meetiniy®. It has been said that Mr. Ramsay interrup
when | was saying this, about my speaking in this matter efhiad of my department. | have |
recollection of Mr. Ramsay doing so, no recollection whatever, and this was the only opportunity tha
| was certainly speaking very plainly, and speaking out very strongly about the part that Captain ¢
had Bken in this matter to him; | certainly was. | met Captain Standish at the railway as | was lea
train when | was returning to Benall a. He ha
an amount of courtesy in bringing you this tgam which | suppose you would not show to me. | hear
have had an interview with Mr. Ramsay, and you have been abusing me. | consider your cond
di sloyal .o Now when he said that, | s mi | e dsaih
AMr. Ramsay, o0 | forgot his exact words, but i
Mr. Ramsay had to check me.

946. He did not state th@?ves, he stated that. This was at the platform, in a great hurry; the
was ringng; he detained me so long | had to go away without a ticket. | replied just in hurry, abo

vi ol ent conduct and checking me, fiNever, 0o not
time, and, just as | was going away, he puhsie | f in a very offensive
believe Mr. Ramsay, 0 as much as to say you ar

947. Is this the occasion that Captain Standish stated he met you at thi Tais s the occasior
mentioned in his evidence.

948. And this is your account of what occurréd¥es; | am not sure that | spoke. He was addres:
me all the time; but when he said | had spoken in a violent manner, and Mr. Ramsay had to check
AiNever .o Of course | d o r,rbot tCaptdin Stdndidh imeantao chhwvey a ¥
offensive imputation. On my return to Benalla | was superseded by Mr. Hare, as | have already told y

949. Had not this telegram anything to do witldit? was important information from Mr. Sadleir t
hurry me up, important information having come in, which | have already related to you. | acted upc
to the day before Mr. Hare relieved me.

950. You were superseded immediatélykot till the 2nd of June, a day or two after; but betwe
that date and th2nd of June | was engaged upon the duty up to the night of the 1st of June, when I «
to Benalla to meet Mr. Hare. | will point out to you that that is one of the instances when | was worri
interfered with; instead of being at Benalla when thgdortant information came in that had to be atten:
to, | was down fighting in Melbourne, contesting against inifelbourne.

951. That letter is dater May 20th (the one about the diseased stock; can you say from |
whether that was in yoyrossession prior to your interview with Mr. Ramsay, or afterwérds®as in my
possession on that day, and | showed it to Mr. Ramsay.

952. You showed that letter to Mr. Ramsay’showed the letter to Mr. Ramsay, and | should h



state that | did not shoivto Captain Standish. In my previous interview with him, when he told me he ¢
not get an interview with Mr. Ramsay, my interview ended, and | left the room and went out to Mr. R,
On the previous visit to Melbourne | spoke of, before Captaindgth insinuated that | had remained
town all day on the occasion of my first visit to Mr. Ramsay in April, Captain Standish makes a misti
speaks of only one interview, whereas there were two. On that occasion Captain 8tandish

953. On what daté?In April. He wr ot e t o me, saying somet
a w a yandche has spoken here of his sending a messenger to the railway station to see me off or tc
me some message, and | was not to be found, insinuating  that |

did not go off with the train. Now

C. H. Nicolson,
continued,
29th March 1881
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Captain Standish knows very well, for | wrote it to him, that | went out that day from town to Flemihng
had to see some friends there, and | took the train from there instead of Spencer street, and | went
same train, and | wrote to Captain Standish telling him, so that | did go by that train.

954. This is what he did s&ifi Mr . Ni ¢ ol s o my affieerafterwdrdsywvhentl asked hir
O6When are you going back?d hedtshae daf téelr naono ng oti
not do that, but he remained in Melbourne, and went to Sir James McCulloch to ask him to go and
Ramsay and i nter @dlhewaoon thdnlassocchsoh al f o ?

955. Early in May3 Yes. | returned by the train | mentioned to you from Flemington. | may mei
there is a significance in my calling upon Sir James McCulloch at that time. Sir James ddhGudls in
office at the time Power, the bushranger, was arrested. At that time he (then Mr. McCulloch) ex
himself very handsomely as Chief Secretary about my conduct in the arrest of Power.

956. May | ask is there a complete file of the particutamsnected with the arrest of Power in t
department® There is. | should be very glad, with reference to that, if one or two members ¢
Commission would go over that file. Sir James McCulloch had expressed himself in that way years
and thougH never sought for influence or went to any pefsdiut on that occasion | thought the best thin
could do was to go to Sir James McCulloch, and mention to him the position | was in, and remind hir
opinion he had expressed of me when he was ingféind to speak to Mr. Ramsay.

957. When was thatthe Tuesday following the Monday you saw Mr. Ramsay in the mordifg®
21st May. That was the second occasion.

958. Although you knew Sir James McCulloch, what was the necessity of your asking
accanpany you t o Mr . RaSindamgsMsCulpchihadahe expedehde before him of
Power case. He was in office at that time, and he had, as | have already said, been very compliment
on the occasion of the capture of Power. Helbathed when he was in office what sort of work it was.
did not accompany me to Mr. Ramsaybds office.

959. Did you think if he saw Mr. Ramsay he might influence Birhaid.

960. Now will you tell us by what train you left Melbourne after interviewing Ramsay on the las
occasion@ On the following day.

961. That would be the 22nd of M&y¥es, the 22nd of May, by the haglast two train. On tha
occasion | did not go this telegram had not come, but after leaving Sir James McCulloch. | did not lea
that night. | wished, if possible, to get some definite answer or information before | started as to wi
was to remain. It seemed very little use my going back, but | was determined to go back, but it was ir
to have a definite answer beforeént up.

962. Did you go from Spencer street th&nves.

963. The difficulty in this matter appears to me is as to date. Your first interview with Ce¢
Standish was in April, and the second was at the private office indMakat is it.

964. The first tine you went from Flemington and the second from Spencer siréets.

965. It was upon the May occasion that Captain Standish met you at the railway dtatém?

966. Did you come upon that occaslothat is about May, about the time of the letters about
armoud and interview Captain Standish hedeCertainly.

967. He knew you were in towd?Yes.

968. What time was it that Captain Standish told you he had interviewed Mr. Ramsay
Gover nor 8 Maydthenmoming?of the last interview with Mr. Ramsayd the only interview |
believe | had with Sir James McCulloch.

969. What was the date of the first interview with Mr. Rama&ayfe first interview was on Monda
the 3rd of May.

970. That was the time you alluded to the interview between you and Mr. Ranfsay he said he
would let you know later on whether he would consent to your remaining a month Bnges?that is so.

971. That was on the 3rd of Mayhe afternoon that Sir James McCulloch accompanied you tc
Rams ay 6 8 N liefdid moea2compgme.

972. Was it on the 4th of May you returned to Bendlld@he Chief Commissioner directed me
stay, and then on the following dayn the 4th of May 1889 the Chief Commissioner informed me that t
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Honorable the Chief Secretary had continued me forctaae month.

973. And you left by the 2.30 train that déyY e s , | l eft Flemington

974. You were informed that you had another moithes.

975. When did you return to Melbourne again to see Mr. Rards@ii@ 25th of May Tuesdayp |
returned to Melbourne.

976. What was your reason for returning on the Z5tB&cause | saw it was certainly impossible
go on any longer with the state the case was in with the prospect of being superseded.

977. You came down on the 25th of May to paint to the Chief Secretary that you had things
arrange, that it would be a false policy to remove you herés, on the Monday, the 24tHlooking at a
diary]ld having requested the Chief Commissioner to obtain an interview with the Chief Secretary
25th.

978. On the 25th, when you saw Mr. Ramsay, was there any complaint of your unfairly ende:
to force yourself upon hind?No, not the slightest.

979. On the afternoon of the 25th Sir James McCulloch accompanied you to Mr. R&arhggy?
called on fm alone.

980. He did not accompany yau'No. | did not ask him to. As to what took place between Sir Ja
McCulloch and Mr. Ramsay | do not know to this day.

981. You do not know that he saw hiinPbelieve he did.

982. Captain Standish states that Mr. Raany s ai d, A Mr . Nicol son,
department, and one of your subordinate officers came to me and abused you behind your back, wt
you think?0d6 On what dadOnuhe 25thdfMayhat be i f it o

983. Mr. Ramsay made thatatement to you on the 25&h? have no recollection of Mr. Ramse
saying such a thing, but if he did it was on that date.

984. | think you joined the police force about 18%2%s.

985. As a caded? Yes. C. H. Nicolson,
986. | think you got your first promoticior gallant conduct about the time of the capture of Cg _ continued,

29" March 1881.

and Brady in Kilmore® Yes.

987. Since then you had a large experience of police businéss®e.

988. You were for a length of time in the detective pofic&2s, about fourteen years.

989. And youkept yourselfau courantof what was going on in this colony, and also in New Sa
Wales® Yes.

990. You were in constant communication with the force of New South VWals8, while | was in

charge of the detectives.

991. Will you hand in a return of tHength of the time it took to capture the bushrangers in I

South Wales and in Victoi@&aPower and other men; Ben Hall and GilBedan you get this? | will, but it
will take a few days to getdtit is many years ago.

992. The time during which Power waslatge, and the length of time of various times in N

South Waled Hall, Gilbert and other men, an specially those men who shot a number of police
circumstances not very dissimilar to the circumstances of the shooting by theédkadiyou think you i
be able to supply thad?Yes, | think so; it will take a few days, but | can do it.

993. You have read S upYes hisnlatter todhe riChief Eoamissidreer

Police, 2nd July.

994. Have you a copy of d?Yes.
995. Will you look at peagraph 3 fi | received orders from vy«

proceed at once to Benalla to relieve Mr. Nicolson. | accordingly, on the 2nd of June, went up
arrived at Benall a at about el eveai mnbochaowd kOd
office. After some conversation on general subjects, Mr. Nicolson produced a letter he had receiv
you, directing him to give me all the information he had obtained concerning the Kelly gang during t
at Benalla; he shwed me the state of his financial account with one of his agents, and said the
nothing owing to any of the others. He opened a drawer and showed me a number of papers
correspondence which had taken place during his stay in Benalla, andl 8a@u can get a

from
know

these papersb. He gave me no verbal i n-
concerning the movements of the outl aws

wenttoMelmur ne by the evening train.o Have 6Yywould
rather wait until Mr. Hare gives his evidence on the subject, if the Commission will allow me.

996. You give the statement a dendal?do, but | would rather speak oft af t er hec:
evidence.
997. Have you closeé?No, but | will shortly do so now. | am going to hand in my report, and

you to allow me to read the points of it.

998. Will you put in what letters you received from Captain Standish ordgoingo dismiss Aaror



Sherritt® | will try and do so. | have to say this, that | had no difference with Superintendent Hare.
on terms of friendly acquaintance with him up to the date of his letter on the 2nd of July. When he
there, on the 2nd f June, [ with the other of ficers,
kindness, although | was frequently annoyed by his being brought into opposition to me, son
apparently on his own account, and sometimes through Captain 8tandis

999. Will you give any evidence of thaét? will produce papers presently; | am just finishing th
When | took charge at Benalla in July, relieving Mr. Hare and Captain Standish, | found the
notwithstanding their s eofbowtomsertheihanisthewvilas Kthe most
important arms of precisio@d)the MartiniHenry, and other weapons with which they were armed. Son
them had lost their ramrods, others their gjdards; some of them had never fired a gun in their lives
they stated), and they had all the appearance of it.

1000. Ramrods are used for cleaning those guives, they are fastened in the usual way. The g
are breechoading.

1001. What were those men you alludedté®licemen.

1002. Were those the men you reveselected for this special service, or were they there
accident® They were the men left in my absence to continue the work.

1003. Those men, you say, on your return to duty, in Julyd 8v&e they all inefficierd you have
your mi nd 6 gartecylae mendhYes, themeen at Benalla.

1004. Did those men remain on with you on duty on the dighri¥®s, until | left.

1005. You still retained therd?Yes, | still retained them.

1006. Could you name some of those ndeifPey were nearly all the staffyith few exceptions,
seniorconstables.

1007. Your statement applies to the general body of pdlidé® police as a body. One of the m
named Keene shot another, Mr. Henry.

1008. Shot a comradé?n the barrackyard, larking.

1009. This is a proof of hisefficiency, you think8 Yes, he was larking. He thought his rifle w.
not loaded. He was handing a Spencer rifle down, and he saw no cartridge, and he drew the triggel
so ignorant, and thinking it unloaded, and he drew it back and forward, aredl lvadthout knowing, anc
shot this man through the body, on the 26th of July 1879, immediately after | took charge.

1010. Did you put them through a proper drill after that?id. | formed a class for them at onc
under SenicConstable Irvine, and, vem duty admitted of it, | had them taught properly how to sh
measure distances, and so on.

1011. With what weapond?The MartiniHenry and Spencer rifles, and doublgrrelled breech
loading guns, the three weapons they were armed with; but gradsatlye anen got proficient, they a
took preference to the Martitenry rifles.

1012. They believed in their precision and lightnds¥®es; this is the analysis of their scorin
showing what progress and efficiency they arrived at.

1013. Were the equallyffecient is the use of revolverd?They all knew how to fire a revolver, but
great many of them did not know how to aim.

46
C. H. 1014. After instruction this is thresult®d Yesd [handing in the following paper$
Nicolsa
n,  RIFLE PRACTICE.
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This was regularly carried out as rifle practice, and the score kept as you see there.
1015. And they attained fair proficiené&y? e s . I n Mr . Hareds letter, i
great precision, he pays me a geanpliment.
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1016. That was on the 16th, at Glenrowéaryzs.

1017. You practised it yoursei?Yes, | was doing this with the utmost care and economy when | receive
communication from the Chief Commi ssiomer mod h Pam
and the Chief Commissioner said fAl must stop it.¢

1018. Was that communication in writifiy¥ es, | extended this practice all through the Ndtttstern district,
allowing a certain amount of ammunition to be used in that way in evaigrsin the district. | also instructed tr
men myself how to attack the offenders if they should ever come in contact with them either in a house or in-
| also taught them that they were to dismount if on horseback. and how to fire theiTh#igswere to dismount, an

how to do so; never to fire off the horseds back
axiom introduced in all the | ate war s nev eulethata man
cannot shoot with accuracy off a horsebds back:; 0

them also how to approach and engage with thesé raerery simple matter. | just told them, keep twenty yards fi
each ater, the leader and two or three men in front, the other two or three men under theaestairle to run up a
right angles in this way [describing the same by gestl@edriving them along by degrees till they close in on th
and rush them. | was insgag the Beechworth district in 1877, the year before the murders.

1019. What constable was there th@iountedConstable Thom. This is my report of the man in charg
Greta.

1020. Is this the station where you drew attention to the necessity of haviefficent man at Gret&?
Yes. MountedConst able Hugh Thom, 2372, about eighteen
looking, soiled dirty jumper, dirty breeches, and a crushed uniform hat, beard untrimmed, his arms cl
sewviceable. Mounted Constable J . J. Hays, about 24 year s
intelligent, and promising looking, but not so smart and clean looking as when he first arrived from the

depot; the example of his superdafficer, Constable Thom, in that respect has evidently not been imprc¢ C. H. Nicolson,
tohimdar ms c¢cl ean and serviceable. 0o | may tell continued,
that district.

29" March 1881.

1021. May | ask are those specimens of the usual reports ya#in¥ks, the usual reports.
1022. Could you, without i nconvenience, g

there® Yes. That would be not by me, but by the Inspecting Superintendent of the day.

1023. What action was taken on your repdrfhis man Thom was removed and another man pt

his place.

1024. Not for a long time afterwards? cannot say. | visited t

from hence to Benalla. She lived on a piece of cleared and partly cultivated land on thdepadan old
wooden hut, with a large bark roof. The dwelling was divided into five apartments by partition of blan|
rugs &c. There were no men in the house, only children and two girls of about fourteen years of age
be her daughters. Theyl appeared to be existing in poverty and squalor.

1025. What is the date of th8A pr i | 1877. fShe said her

indicate where, and that their relatives seldom came near them. However, their communications w
otherar e known to the police. o This i s i mport
neighborhood one of the most experienced and successful mounted constables in the district will be
in charge at Greta. | do not think that the preseaingements are sufficient.

1026. Whom was that sentin®T he Chi ef Commi ssioner of P

repor t s oclass iB&geant Stekle, of Wangaratta, keeps the offenders referred to under
surveillance as the distancedan me ans at hi s command will per mi

1027. Will you fix the di st amddghouldsapabout® mitps
1028. And how far f 1ddbout@®@udeu mdearo fMrur. nKelld:

Constable Thom woulbardly be able to cope with these men; at the same time some of these offendt
commit themselves foolishly some day, and ma
This was the cause of my instructions to the police generally; had expressed my opinion since that
the officer in charge of that district, that without oppressing the people, or worrying them in any way,
should endeavor, whenever they commit any paltry crime, to bring them to justice, and send 1
Pentidge even on a paltry sentence, the object being to take their prestige away from them, whic
good an effect as being sent into prison with very heavy sentences, because the prestige these n
there from what is termed their flashness helpeikeep them together, and that is a very good way of ta
the flashness out of them.

1029. In making a report of that description, did you ask Thom had he made them amer

justice lately, for instance the members of the family & | did.

1030. What was his reply® | forget.
1031. It was sufficient to induce you to make a report, that a man should be sent to keep the

control® Yes.

1032. Are you aware who his predecessor @asa.



1033. Do you know whether it was Flo@dPthink it was.
1034. Dp you know that he always had four or five of them in gadlRnow Flood was very

efficient.

1035. Was this report before of the shooting of Fitzpatéick@s. | took a young constable with n
part of the road, Constable Hayes, and | instructe@d tsimilar instructions as those to Thémand warned

him never to

go near that house, and to tell the other police that came there never to go near that ho

always to have a second constable with them.
1036. Then you had an idea they were absolutely dangafiainsough® Oh, | knew it well; and |

instructed th

e police never to go into that house alone, simply because | knew if there were two cc

together bad characters are always afraid to proceed to extremities with them, because a cons

witness and

support to the other.

1037. And you had previously known Ned Kelly persondlyzs. | visited Chiltern, the sam
district, at the same time, 1877.

1038. Do you recollect the date of the shooting of Fitzpdirigkril 1878 Yes, | think it was.

1039.This is previous to that agaié@?ves.

1040. This is before Byrne became connected with itBelieve so. In speaking about the crir

report book

that is the book in which reports are made, and in which reports are made of people wh

complaints to thepoliced | may quote the followings i Ab o u t six cases to -c

steal.
whi ch
the vi

ng, which horses were ultimately recovi«
is said to be common h e inmlsavesaichto ke lmpoundadrwi
ew of b u yodithatgs ovehie New 8auth Waldlfietahpedy ar e fr equ

the offenders, said to be New South Wales men, are never convicted. | can see no difficulty in bringil
offendes to justice, if the Ovens district police make systematic arrangements with the cooperatior

we l | k

nown Mr. Singleton, who is in command ¢

1041. | suppose, in making that memorandum, you were awdria thew South Wales no man ce

l egal l
riding belon

y ride another manés horse without eitht
gs to other maé?yes. This is a communication from Mr. Single®m Al bur y

Sept e mb e rto the offider irs charge of the Beechworth district, to whom my communication

been s

ent for hi 9 Inreply ® pouricanfidentiafinbty of theel2th insg&nt,rl heg to s

that | believe that a regular system of hestealing is arried on by Victorian thieves, and that the anim

are brought

across the Murray and impounded in New South Wales, where they are sold for a me

andvice versaby New South Wales thieves to Victoria; very many horses stolen from Victoria he

believe, bee
being made

n impounded at Quat Quatta, near Howlong. | would suggest that on a report-stehalinge
within a reasonable distance of the border, that you give instructions to the police in

Howlong, and Corowa be informed as soonp® ssi bl e. 06 Very soon a

established,

the weknown Baumgartens were discovered receiving a very large number of horses, a

Kelly was the man who brought the horses to them.

C. H. Nicolson,
continued,
29th March 1881
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1042. One of then& One of the men.

1043. Corowa was opposite the Victorian town of Wahgunyah, Howlong being the nearest f
Chiltern, and the other to Wodori@ydhe three crossing placés¥es. Here is alocument showing the
reduction of strength at a station, done without any reference to me whatever. | do not know whet
worth taking notice of; but | was in that district, at Stanley, near Beechworth; that is not in the dar
district.

1044. Wlose recommendation was th@&t®lr . Brook Smithos.

1045. Were the police taken altogether away from Stadl®&@®, but there were two men there. | «
not mean the reduction was not a proper one, but | was not made acquainted with it; and that was
cusbm, and that was what | was annoyed with Captain Standish for; they were done by him !
consulting me, and without my knowledge, though | was visiting and reporting on the district. Here is
matter that | would like to draw attention to. Whifsspecting the county of Bourke district, in April 1876
pointed out some irregularities in the mode in which the constable kept his money books. Shall |
portion? Thisisthe dadeii 5/ 3/ 7 5 .v. Mddachl blatham. Prisoner deliveredHdtham lockup, by
Kalkallo police, but no receipt producible, 23/12/74. Stephe@inowden, distress, £7 3s. Donnybrot
Amount collected by constabl e, who handed sa
And several others of treame kind. | was trying to introduce a uniform system.

1046. What was done on that? pointed this out to the Chief Commissioner in this report, and it
referred to Mr. Hare by the Chief Commissioner, who referred it to Constable Redding.

1047. You argoointing out this as a portion of your ordinary dut@&sfes.

1048. The object you have in view is to show that your recommendations were not atteddéesto”

1049. What was done in that cad€ePhe correspondence does not show, and | am not aware of it

1050. What will show that® It ought to be on the papers, and its not being so is a proof ¢



irregul arity. AWi th reference t-louseé oek atrHetlcam wip shoy
the prisoner was lodged there. | consider that in eeplike Donnybrook, where the clerk of petty sessi
only visits twice a month, and the clerk requests that the proceeds of distress warrants may be paid o
plaintiffs, there is no objection to the constable doing so, providing he holds a ffeseipthe person tc
whom he paid the money, which was done in these cases. | am not aware how Mr. Nicolson becar
that Constable Redding is wanting in discretion, and requires looking after. He has been a long tin
me, and | have not discoverégdon the contrary, | have found him a most zealous man, and most anxir
do his wor k, and a man in whom I can place th

1051. It then, from that version, becomes a matter of difference of interpretation as to what it
theduty of the constablé?Yes.

1052. You considered he was guilty of dereliction of duty; Mr. Hare, on the contrary, conside
performed his duty under the circumstanée¥®s; | am quite prepared to show that my system was
correct one.d-Constable Reddirigel®90, génbtal appearance clean and creditable; ki
and in good order; the leather pad under hilt of sword worn out and the mouth of scabbard loose anc
i mmedi ate attention. He has h aed pemussiop gieer toifie esi
cartridges and -OorstpbterReddingel990,lista.man ofichtisiderable police experienc
wanting in discretion, and requires looking after; otherwise, from the opportunities of distinguishing t
whi ch he has had, he might have occupied a be
Commissioner.

1053. Soon after resuming again you said you had been frequently interfered with by Mr. Ha
sometimes by Captain Standish; is thia¢ of the cases by Mr. Hate¥es, that is one of them.

1054. Are the cases generally that you have referred to in which Mr. Hare has interfered with y
similar characte® No.

1055. Are there some of a more serious charakt¥es; this was done. MHar e says,
aware how Mr. Nicolson became aware that Constable Redding is wanting in discretion, and requires
after. He has been a long time under me, and | have not discovered it; on the contrary, | have foul
most zealous man,amlo st anxious to do his work, and a r
praises him up, and contradicts me about the man, and asks my reason.

1056. Would Mr. Hare have greater opportunities of seeing the way in which this constable pel
his duty than you would as visiting inspectdr&s a rule, he would, but | might have special knowledge
the man.

1057. You were only paying a visit of inspection to this particular statloow often® | had no
knowledge of the station.

1058. But, as a ntieer of fact, the Bourke district was under Mr. Héreves.

1059. Would you or Mr. Hare have a better opportunity of judging of the merits of any par
constable® As a rule, he would. | mayemark further, here is the result of this. On the 26th June
1876 Constable Gill reports from Wallan Walldrii F o the information of the Superintender
inreacci dent al deat h oThe dayadi this mdn Ifadling Rfé ldschorsegl.said the o
wanted looking after, and | find the man IIfe off his
horse after a n i g hdtin&irsy, and broke his neck. il t appears from infag
Redding, together with thevidencegiven at the inquest, that he (Redding) left Donnybrook at about |
past two o ron thdaftermmonaf dhe 233 mdtant, for the purpose, as he stated to his wife
going to Wallan Wallan on duty. He reached Beveridge ataboutkala st t hree or f
into O6Connor 6s store f orl actohné Afteu the aczmint waspaidy
Mr. O6 Connor asked hi m t(00o6hCoveayois Yaal with kim wherhan achourt
being settled. He (Reddingjhad t he dr i nk, a |ittle brandy,o,

and went from there to Mrs. Wal | 6 s h o tHe temainedhal
Wal |l 6s for some ti me, butHeha@nonhbwckheée oo & Cc

remained foranotherhour, or an hour and a half, and had a drink or two more. In short, it appearec
from the evidence given, that he might have had a half dozen drinks altogether while at Beveridgeas
also stated that heould carry a good many drinks befothey would shav on him. Mr. McCormack,
far mer, of the Red Barn, and Mr. o6Connor, tF
at Beveridge, bet ween nofthe23sdnd ten o0o6cl ock on

49
and both stated in their evidence that he looked to them to be perfectly sober. They saw him get on C. H. Nicolson,
and ride away quietly, although Mr. O(“)Connorzghcml';ﬁigél

leaving his place, for he said he could htws noise of the horse galloping along the Donnybrook rt
Nothing further is known of him, until next morning aboutfalda st ei ght or ni ne

butcher from Donnybrook, finds the body on the Sydney road, about a mile from Beweridger t . f
troop horse was found in a paddock on the side of the road close to where the body was found, in a
on the side of the road, with the saddle and



and | think my remarkproved correct.

1060. Is that the moment serious charge you have against Mr. Hare for interference wit
duty® | was acquainted principally with this man. He served under me, and | saw he was just the :
before, and | gave them the benefit ofttkmowledge, and warned them. This is the last thing | have to
t o. I n Captain Standishoés examination he all/l
this document, to show the sums that were actually paid. That was the first payagenwhen | went ug
there by myself, and these were the amounts after@ditnding in a paper, Bourke, 23rd May 1876, a
papers attachddHe paid a large sum immediately when he went up there, and raised the market on
were.

1061. This showshe money paid for secret service by you and Captain Staddishthe instance.

1062. Can you give the return of the secret service money paid by Captain Stéodiglaid the
secret service money yourself when you were tlieiééss.

1063. Can we get the et of that® Yes, | will hand in the complete return.

1064. That shows that for the same ser@agtain Standish paid more than yduves.

1065. Can you produce the letters in which Captain Standish ordered you to discontir
employingd & as an agend Any letters on that subject are amongst the bundle that have come dow
the country, but | am prepared to prove that by oral evidence. | may say my statements have be
almost entirely from my own memorandum books; the papers on the Kelly bugieesgeft behind at
Benalla, and | have not seen them. | have had nothing to do with them, and | have merely apf
anything that | wanted. One thing | omitted
or ten pounds in prizesif them, and in shooting | have paid for ammunition for them out of my own po

The witness withdrew.

Stanhope O6Connor sworn and ex o .00,

1066. What are yod?| am a gentleman living on my means at present. 29th March 1881.

1067. What were you formerl§?Formerly SubInspector of the Queensland police; and at the t
when | applied for this enquiry, | was in the police, and had no intention of living.

1068. You have left the Queensland police ndwhave. | met Captain Standish in Albury on t
6th March 1879.

1069. Was that when you came from Queenslantdvas.

1070. What was the cause of your coming to the colbrjfis is a document sent by
Government showing the arrangements made that brought s fpreducing a documeht

1071. It was by request from tHBovernment and Captain Standish you came déwnh®as.

1072. You brought some native troopers with ybrzs.

1073. You met Captain Standish, you say, in March 1878% 6th of March 1879 at seven p.m
was accompanied by six black troopers, and byssméorconstable, a white man. The names of my n
wered Senior Constable King, Corporal Sambo, Troopers Hero, Johnny, Jimmy, Barney, and
requested permission from Captain Standish to halt for the day, as one of my troopers named Jack,
ill. This Captain Standish granted at once. On the 8th March 1879, at nine a.m., Captain Standish, |
men left Albury for Wodonga, Victoria, where Captain Standish directed my party to remain for f
orders. Captain Standish and | proceeded to Berativing there at two p.m. On Monday the 10th Sen
Constable King and the six troopers arrived at two p.m. from Wodonga at Benalla. On the 11th of
Captain Standish ordered us out on our first trip, but had me sworn in previously membegralitthéorce
of Victoria.

1074. And your mer® No; only myself and my seniaronstable. The black trackers do not take
oath ever; they are enlisted. We left Benalla at eleven a.m. on the 11th in company with Superit
Sadleir and five or six Vict@an constables. Prior to leaving, | told Captain Standish that | only requiret
of his men; but this | was told was not sufficient, and | must take not less than six Victorian constabl
me. Captain Standish informed me in the presence of Mr. iSHtie| was to be in charge of the party.

1075. That was that you were to be above Mr. SadleYi®s; certainly the whole party, playfull
saying to Mr. Sadl eir, AAlthough you are S
O6 Connor .edhis Wdrds asemeanas | can swear to them. Mr. Sadleir and myself were always
best of terms. | and my party returned to Benalla on the 18th of March at 5.50 p.m., owing to the fact
party was not sufficiently supplied with necessaries,thatlone of my troopers, Corporal Sambo, got v
ill.

1076. What do you call necessari@®lanketing and clothing.

1077. Provisiong® We were not supplied sufficiently with those. | consider necessaries everytl

1078. Food and clothing?Food and beddingiould be better. He was so bad, indeed, that | ha
send him back to heaguarters on the 15th.

1079. What do you call heaglarters@ Benalla. | always called that headarters; and on th
morning of the 18th we met Constable Bell, who informed mentyatrooper was dying. This man died ¢
the evening of the 19th of congestion of the lungs. | do not attribute any blame to the Victorian authc
this matter. In fact, Captain Standish showed my men every kindness.

1080. Where did you g8?Mr. Sadler will know all about that. He knows more about the countn

1081. He was with the party all the time up to the 18thf@s. On the 16th April we started o



again, the party consisting of about the same number of men.

S. 06 Co
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1082. That would be about sixteen altogetBefbout fifteen or sixteed five of my men, myself,
Mr. Sadleir, and my seniaronstable, and five or six Victorian constables.

1083. Did all those trackers came from Queensldndes, up to this time.

1084. Because you recruited afterwafl&zs; | will come to that directly. We had no information

1085. Had youany the first time@ None. We went up to King River, and on the fifth day, nam
the 21st April, arrived at De Gamaro statiénd informed us of his having found on the run, near the Bl
range, a horse, answering the description of one of the hodsEnraway from Jerilderie by one of tt
outlaws.d 0 offered to show us the horse and its tracks; but just as we were arranging for an early
the morrow a constable galloped up with a letter from Captain Standish, saying if we were not on ¢
perhaps it would be better to return.

1086. i Any & Any gogd irdoomatibr?. he letter stated that Mr. Hare thought that he
found some traces in the Warby ranges. Mr. Sadleir and | conferred together, and sent Captain Stan
of what we hd been told, and as he had left us to decide, we preferred to follow our own information
he (Captain Standish) still thought it advisable for us to return, he was to send us word again, and v
obey. This he did the next day, and we returioeéBenalla immediately, on the morning on the 23rd.

1087. Where was Captain Standidh&t Benalla.

1088. At what distancé?! do not know exactlyy about thirty miles.

1089. Did you go to De Gamaro station to look after the KellyS@rtainly. Subsequentlgfter Mr.
Nicolson took charge, the above horse was recovered, and was found to have been one of the Jerilde
taken away by the outlaws.

1090. A police horsé? A New South Wales police horse.

1091. How long was this after you received informatibowa the horse? A considerable timé
months. Captain Standish, | may say, did not believe anything. When we gave information abot
laughed at it, and took no more trouble about it. Up to about this time, and a little later, Captain Stanc
upon the most intimate terms with me, (in my statement, in my report of 7th September, it ough
fourteen months he treated me most discourteously instead of sixteen) and often expressed a w
would join the Victorian force after the Kellys werdea. Captain Standish showed a great want of inte
in any work in the Kelly pursuit. This was not only observed by myself, but by both Mr. Sadleir ar
Hare.

1092. Was that verbally, or ho@Repeatedly, day after day. Mr. Sadleir will be to proveuig |
suppose will repeat what he has often said to me. In fact, Mr. Sadleir often observed to me that he ne
get two minutesd conversation with Captain St
upon the subject Captain Stastdiwould take up a novel and commence to read. Mr. Hare also freqt
remarked the indifference of the Chief Commissioner to his work. About the beginning of May 1879, (
Standish, in official matters, began to show his dislike, and wanted to takeemfrom under my comman
and place them in different townships. This | could not do on account of my instructions fro
Government, which | hand in as followsii Tel egram fr om Br i s b anlespecto¥
O6Connor . T h e Cesites that yol willhet separdteayouyselfdrom your troopers, not ¢
any to be detached from y@uC. H. BARON,proCo mmi ssi oner . 0 This tele
Standish. | showed it to Mr. Hare, who advised me not to show it, as it mayiltefaeéng.

1093. Between the colonigs? suppose that was what was meant; but | never objected to le
men go out, whenever | was asked, without my accompanying them. | never found any difficulty in w
with Mr. Hare. He always treated me with treatest kindness, and frequently remarked the insolent m
of Captain Standish to me. Mr. Hare and I, with my men, went out upon those expeditions Captain ¢
told me most markedly that Mr. Hare was in charge; and upon the last one, which havigirtity of the
Bald Hills, Mr. Hare stated, from what he sav
never go out unless wupon the best informatior
usual plan of working as to scour the country with large parties of & @ot upon any information.

1094. How are you able to say thtBecause | was quite conversant with all the working, with
exception of two or three times Captain Standish withheld knowledge.

1095. To youknowledge® Of course | am speaking of myself.

1096. Were you with the partigs®©nly on two occasions. | used to hear him say when he ¢
back, Al wi || go out in the mountains in a co
droppirg across the outlaws. | may remark that this, | say, was his usudl plaourse once or twice he g
information. The man, Aaron Sherritt, was employed by Mr. Hare, and Mr. Hare firmly believed in hil
one occasion a letter was written and sent tamA&herritt from Joe Byrne, asking him to meet the write
Whorouly races to ride his (Joe Byrnebds) hors
men went to the races, but Captain Standish would not allow myself and the partyMo Blare returned,
stating that Aaron Sherritt said he could not meet the outlaws. | cannot give the day of that occurre
another occasion, of which | cannot give the date either, Captain Standish received a note about €
from a man, statip that without doubt the four outlaws were in a certain hut, which he describec



informing the Chief Commissioner he could easily capture them by sending out a party. Captain Stant
out Mr. Hare and a large party of men, as near as | can remesohsisting of eleven.

1097. Can you say in which direction they went to identif§ iNo; | have forgotten that. Captai
Standish admitted the letter the other day in his evidence.

1098. Was it after the Whorouly racésAfter this he admitted rememberiggtting the note while
he was dining at O6Learyds.

1099. Is that the datd?Yes. After Mr. Hare had proceeded some distance on his journey,
party met a man whom Constable Faulkner and other constatiteegbarty recognized;this man rode
away. Mr. Hare and party surroundedthe hut in due time, and the door was opened by the same m
the party had met on the road, but there was no sign of the outldtwsvas upon this occasion that the

Chief Commissioner would not le t me go out; and when | explained his folly

in refusing his permission,
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he replied, il wi || endeavor to get the Kel
considered it was conclusive evidence of his trying to do witleoutr assistance.
evidence he says the Queensland police had such a train of men and baggage horses, and that we v
slow. Now Captain Standish would not let us go out without six or seven Victorian police; and as
slownes, that is not correct, as Mr. Hare will remember that, upon one occasion, he and his constabl
not get up to one of the trackers, who at the time was following some horse tracks, before the tra
gone a distance of four railes. This was ocoant of the great pace the boy was going.

1100. Was he on horsebaékYes. Mr. Hare told this, not only to me but to Captain Standish
Mr. Sadleir; and | may mention that the trooper Mr. Hare had then was not a man that | relied on, &
got him in Victoria, from Coranderrk, after the death of Corporal Sambo, and he had no experie
tracking.

1101. Was this a Victorian tracker or was he a Queenslanddnidoé&lieve he was originally from
Queensland, but he had been at Coranderrk since he waagster.

1102. What was the special duty of the black trackers in Queedsthrdsame as her@Just the
same as the white police in one branch, as we have a large district of blacks to deal with; on the ott
to arrest bushrangers, horse stealerd,cattle stealers, travelling sometimes sixty or seventy miles a ¢
have done it myself in arresting a horse stealer, going at the rate of forty miles a day, and arre:
successfully. You can read in the papers about our going thirty or forty anilay in tracking.

1103. The other charge was as to baggage and that kind of thing. Is it a fact that the black
require a lot of baggage, or do they go with the least possible thing they can gb With?othing at all in
Queensland. They strijnere and go with only their cap and ammunition and rifles; but it must be bol
mind that those boys and men came over from a tropical climate. | lost one from congestion of the lu
| only wanted sufficient covering for them at night. If we lm@en on actual information we could have gc
without a packhorse or anything) when the good information came in we could have done it.

The witness withdrew.

Adjournedtotemor r ow at El even o6cl ock.
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WEDNESDAY, 30rH MARCH 1881.

Present:
TheHon. F. LoNnGgMORE, M.L.A., in the Chair;
William Anderson, Esq., M.L.A., G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,,
G. W. Hall, Esq., M.L.A., E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P.,

James Gibb, Esq., M.L.A.

Stanhope O6Connor further exami

1104. Will you go on® In my opinion, MrHar eds energy was mi st
several occasions, remonstrated with Mr. Hare, and tried to show him the folly of his going out, as
upon no information. Before going any further, | wish to state that Captain Standish often spdke
Nicolson in the most disparaging terms. On one occasion, after Captain Standish had been run
Nicolson down, Mr. Hare repliéddi You shoul d not say that,; Ni co
friend to you. o0 On amdsh, teferfing to the death of the lateGHarp dohni Tho
Smith, said A Now Ni col sonds billet as Assistant Com
John Thomas Smith got it for him; the billet is a farce, and it will be all up with him a®Wwe has no othe
friend | eft.o Captain Standish never once we
Benalla.
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1105. You heard Capt aidNesde wentdo Melbhadirse several tingesn |
never stayed long,asheol d me he was al ways hunted out of
Chief Secretary at that time. After Mr. Hare came home from his last trip in the bush, he was very
hearted and in very bad health.

1106. When was thad?That was just immdiately before they went to town, about the end of J
1879. He expressed himself as being thoroughly beaten, and that he did not care about staying any
he could not see his way to capture the outlaws. Captain Standish was most reticemtfofrhigion; he
would not tell Mr. Sadleir anything until Mr. Hare was first informed, and even then not until some
after. Captain Standish and Mr. Hare left for Melbourne about the end of June 1879, not together, bu
before the other. Mr. idolson arrived at Benalla of the 3rd of July 1879.

1107. Was Mr. Hare at Benalla when Mr. Nicolson arrived on the 3rddufyfte was, he was or
| eave; | know he got so many days6 | eave. F
predecessordie went about and had interviews with several persons who would be likely to have the
the Kellys or their friends, and succeeded in getting some to work for him as his agents and spies.
Nicolson) was not in the least reticent of his infatibn to ué that is Mr. Sadleir and mysélfbut was
always asking about it and advising with us both. On the Ailkglust 1879, a telegram was sent to |
Nicolson, from the Chief Commissioner.

1108. Did you see it? | did; the contents of it were the infortian of the sticking up the Lancefiel
bank, telling Mr. Nicolson to start our party by special train for Kilmore, But he, Mr. Nicolson, was 1
accompany us.

11009. Do you mean by OJfilTgeotnaakersp We drrivedl the same day
Kilmore, late at night. Although it poured with rain all night, we succeeded in picking up the tracks
the robbers, and we followed them into Pyalongdistance,| believe, of eighteen miles. Here a hea
storm of
hail and rain came on, and quite obliteratedthe tracks, already very faint of the lastni ght 6 s
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rain, but we have solved the great question, namely, the direction the robbers had taken, and to our :
the speedy capture of the bank robbers was due. | refer you for corroboration|tsi&dtor Baber. This
gentleman is a Victorian police officer, and accompanied us through the whole trip. The first informat
received was on the 29th September 1879, from Mr. Sadleir, who was up at Wangaratta, and, |
somewhere about there saw this man, who méat him that he had seen five armed men answering t
description of the outlaws on the road bet wee
distance of about four miles between the two places. Mr. Sadleir wired down this inforratidn
Nicolson, and recommended out party to be got ready, and that he would be down by the 6 train to
Mr. Nicolson at once replied to Mr. Sadleir to bring the informer down with him. This Mr. Sadleir did n
on account of the man saying hasiafraid to be seen with the police. When Mr. Sadleir arrived, he info
us that the informer told him that he (Mr. Sadleir) would find the tracks of the outlaws abcutala
between the above places, and Mr. Sadleir saiddofius t hi nk pl aaee fhatd t he
but upon Mr. Sadleir referring to me for my opinion, | told him and Mr. Nicolson | thought it was a
chance thrown away, as the party would have to find the tracks before daylight, for if we failed to pic
up, thepeople going to work in the morning would discover us, and the alarm would be spread far an
so | strongly recommended our not going unless the informer came and showed us the tracks. Mr. I
after considering my advice, and remembering theipus character of the informer, very properly decic
not to go. After this we were unable to get any information fresh enough to work upon, as heavy rain¢
had occurred before we got the news, until one day, | cannot remember the date, at 6ephmad
information that the outlaws had been seen on the railway line about Wangaratta, with the telegra|
broken. We started within two hours of the notice to the scene, but upon arriving at Wangaratta got w
the whole thing was a mistake, awds explained in the press next day. It was a threshing machine |
down the telegraph wires in passing across the railway line. After this appearance of activity on the pe
police, information ceased for some time to come in, as the Kellya fyight if they showed out we woul:
be after them at once. This we got from their friends, so some time passed before the outlaws begar
the matter. This put d@sMr. Nicolson, Mr. Sadleir, and mysélfon our guard that, unless good reliat
information came to us, we, | mean the party, should not go out. After a time, Mr. Nicolson ag¢
information, and told us to be in readiness to start at any moment.

1110. What date was thét? have no date, but some time about the time the pltwoginds wes
taken, | think; it was after this breaking of the line; it was drawing near thedchdsaut April, | suppose,
would not be sure. He told me to be in readiness to start at any moment, as he knew that the Ke
within a certain radius, and he wasywaiting for information that would point to the exact spot where t
were last seen to enable us to pick up their tracks; and | have not the least doubt that if Mr. Nicolson |
allowed to remain, the outlaws would have been easily taken. Ewegythas pointing to the fact
information of a much fresher date was continually coming to hand; and at last, about a week bef
Nicolson was removed, an informer actually saw Joe Byrne and spoke to him. We got word after
hours after she saw i, but we had some four or six hour



Sadleir, and myself, proceeded to Beechworth, and there saw Aaron Sherritt, who begged and pray:
Nicolson not to go out, as he himself had tried to follow the tracklkefByrne, and found that they we
from where Joe was seen to his (Byrneds) moth
the rain which had washed them out. He also said, if we did not get the outlaws, they would know v
given tte information, and would come and murder him and his connections. Mr. Nicolson was very ¢
to go out, as he considered it would probably be his last chance, and after working so hard for suc
time he did not like to give it up; but he asked dpenion of all present, namely, Superintendent Sad
myself, SenioiConstable Mullane, and Detective Ward, and we all said we considered it would t
justifiable to risk the lives of the informers under the circumstances. This occurred justaist tveek of Mr.

Ni col sonéds being up there. As nearly all our
another chance, and we thought we should, too, when on the 31st of May, an agent, whole named wi
0,sentinwordthahe had seen Joe Byrne up a gully abo

started out at once, took train to he nearest poihterton; thence by horseback to a certain paddock, a
two miles, | think, from the spot where the outlaw had been;gbence by foot to the exact place. We
the manés track, and, after following it for
went from one side of the gully to the other, turning down the cattle, and eventually a motk®fatesnd
down the gully towards Mrs. Byrneds house, f
driving, because the manbds tracks are on top
who acted as a guide and accompaneduw n t he trip, saw at once tt
was very like the outlaw. We returned to Benalla, and Mr. Nicolson was superseded by Mr. Hare t
day, the 2nd of June 1880. | may here state that hardly a fortnight passegtainn Standish was orderin
and countepordering Mr. Nicolson, sometimes demanding him to reduce the number of his men, a
times he was not to employ such and such a person, or not to put police here and police there, un
wondered Mr. Nicaon did not pitch the whole thing up; but, as he often say to me, all his private fe
were sunk out of sight, and therefore, for the public good, he stuck to the work. Before | conclude this
my evidence, | wish to refer to the part of my psbéd report in which | statei He made ¢
communications to the Queensland Government, tending to depreciate me and to remove the men
control and supervision. This was done without my knowledge, and, consequently, | had no opport
el aining to my Commi ssioner. o Captain Stand
applied for them to the Queensland Government, whom | am representing officially now, and they e
misunderstood, and sent me the wrong letters, mobties | asked for; so if the Commission wish for then
will be fully a fortnight before | can get them.

1111. It will be well to get them® Very good. In this office there is some correspondenct
would be well to get, which will bear me ouin what | say in reference to taking over the boy, nar
Mo s es, from my command t o Qaftan Strdisht asked ther QuEeosk
Government for my men to remain without me, and without letting me know that he was so doing, ar
this was refused, he applied again for two or three of my men, and
again refused; but he was allowed to
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retain one trooper, the one which | had enlisted in Victoria. Subsequently my Government, throt
Commissioner, informed me that cburse they never thought that Captain Standish would have take
man from under my command while we remained on duty in Victoria; but Captain Standish did noi
minute, but sent up orders to Mr. Nicolson to take the man over at once, withaefeneyce to me. This
was not in the letter, but | mean the order came to Mr. Nicholson. | immediately reported the matte
Government, recommending for this act of discourtesy our immediate withdrawal, and | was r
accordingly. Thatismyevwdnce in chief wup to the time of
Mr. Nicolson of the 2nd of June 1880, when, in the presence of Mr. Sadleir and myself, he (Mr. Nit
handed over the documents, papers, &c., of the office. We all talked éodetlrsome time, and then M
Nicolson and Mr. Hare went to work. | remained some time longer.

1112. How going to worl® Going to work in handing over the office and giving him informatior
everything about his time up to then. | remained some time dandke office and then | went outside, a
was joined some time afterwards by Mr. Hare. Mr. Hare and | stopped talking to one another ul
Nicolson came out, and then the three of us walked down to the hotel to lunch. Mr. Nicolson, a sh
afteek |l unch, asked me to dinner at seven o0d6cl o«
5.50 p.m. Mr. Nicolson ran up to me and told me he had to go to town by the six train, and therefor:
have to put off the dinner, but he was gaiagvrite a note to Mr. Hare explaining his apparent rudeness
Hare, a few days after, expressed to me that he thought Mr. Nicolson did this a slight, but when 1 t
that | had been asked as well and had been put off in the same way, he sdiddheseomade the thin
look different, and from the 3rd of June to the 25th of June, the day | left Benalla, Mr. Hare was work
in the very same way as Mr. Nicolson had been doing when he was removed from Benalla. Mr. Hi
days before | lefttold me he did not know what to do; although he tade blanchdéo do what he liked
and unlimited money to spend, he could get no information. That concludes my evidence in chief u
time | left Benalla. | left Benalla for Essendon with my trooperdhe morning of the 25th of June 1880.

S. 06 Cot
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1113. This was in consequence of your recall by the Queensland Govedn¥est?l put up at
Flemington. | made arrangements to take berths in the Queensland steamer that was leaving on the
on Sunday theZh of June, at halbast 7 p.m., | received a note (this is the original) from Captain Stan

1114. Were you at Essendon when you receivéd lit®as at Flemingto® i Me | bour ne
June 188@ My dear Sird | have just received telegraphic infornmatithat the outlaws stuck up the poli
party that was watching Mrs. Byrnebds house, ¢
have escaped. In the urgent position of affairs, could you return to Beechworth with your trackers
ealy train toomorrow, or by a special train, if that can be arranged. If you can oblige us in this way,

you manage to come in at once to see me at t
ti me with respondi ltter Itgotintd hipHarsonmwhiéht beougttihis leté@rs and
driven to the Melbourne Club; there | met Captain Standish, who hadl 8aMr . O6Connor

state of the case, can you manageofibt albagsdeen my
wish to have the chance of getting thosaafvéd
never did such a thing in my life; | was only too glad to get the opportunity. The only condition | mad
being under orders to greed to Queensland, | was disobeying the head of my department, and thel
must request that he would ask Mr. Ramsay to see that | was held blameless with my Governmen

leaving, Captain Standish sdidi How | ong will youtbesbafb?Peée Vol
and | forget what time it was, but | told him | would be ready at ten that night. Apastifseven | got hit
letter, and at a quarter to ten | was ready

and everything put away. | had to break open the cases, clean up the guns, accoutre the men in a pi
and get back to the station by ten, and | was there at the train at a quarter to ten.

1115. It was not a ruse to make the Kellys believe you werg@b No, | was under orders to go.
mentioned one thing to Captain Standish, that is, that my wife would accompany me to Beechworth,
probability this tracking would be for several days, if not a week; she would like to be near where tr
wasgoing on, and therefore | requested that he should see that there waslasirstarriage on the speci
train for her convenience. Captain Standish referred to a memorandum which he had in his he
replied A Of cour se t her arriage; thdre wil be adirstfl iarssst ccalrarsi sa gce
anengint hey al ways have these on the special tr
speci al trains, when we used them, hakreear reasonv
mentioning this, which will appear gndby. You know by the press reports about the journey up as f
Benalla. There | arrived about 1 a.m., and met Mr. Hare with several men. They got into the train \
Mr. Hareinthesameacari age wi th mysel f apdealfalked and chattedny v

1116. There was really a firstass carriage with the traid?There was. We all conversed togeth
and were upon the best of terms. Mr. Hare even asked me when | had got infobydétier from Captair
Standish. I repliedd A At -phaasitf sevéml ondeesaisdw such a fell
seem to care a single rush about the work. I told him hours before about it, and | begged of him to gc
see you persally, as | knew it was a condescension on your part to come out to work again after the
treated §gdWebl | Baidever di d, he wrote. o We
before we got there, by the pilot engine being seen pulleghepd. Mr. Hare, who had a key, opened
carriage and got out upon the line, and met a porter or guard carrying a lamp, who stated to Mr. He
the line being taken up. Mr. Hare, after informing me of this occurrencé 8&ailh e onl y t i
to draw up to the platform at Gl enrowan, S 0
Hare and | were talking and considering the advisability of mounting out horses and riding down to tr
that we supposed to be a mile offetbroken part of the line, and the order was given to that effect to g
horses out. It was just in the middle of this getting the horses out that Constable Bracken appeared
platform in the most excited state. He did not, as far as | remeadidness any person in particular; but
stated i The Kellys are in Jonesd6 public house;
turned round to me and sédidi Co me o n, O6Connor , or they wildl
started,Mr. Hare slightly in the lead.Before going a few yards, Mr. Hare said O6 Connor ,

c o mi nAs Pshated
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before, the men were in the act of getting thet horses and the noise was terrific, the horses coming ou
rearing and plunging through the van. | turned round and sadgfo@o me o n, boys, [
following me a line of men. It was just sufficient light to be able to see that soreeblaek and some white
but not to know the names; in this for m -fivéhyardst
from the house, as near as | can remember, we were stopped by a single shot, which was imr
followed by a volley fronthe outlaws from the house. This I, and, by my hearing, | judge our party re
to.

1117. How many were the party? should think about seven in the first rush up to the hut. Befc
could load my rifle, which was a breeltading Snider, Mr. Hare saraut to me the words which | state
herd i O6 Connor , | am wounded, shot in the ar m;
giving him ample margin when | say he was five minutes on the field, that is at the front in the fight.

1118. He was rnoover thatd Not over that certainly. I n N



spoke to the men and ordered them to stop fi
helpless beside me. The firing was continued on both sideggréittt determination for about five minute
when it ceased from the verandah, and screams from men, women, and children came from the ins
house. I at once called on my men to cease fi
Mr. Hare went back, | do not know for certain whether he went to the station as | stated in my
statement, at any rate he left the front, but whether he left to the platform or the station | did not knc
my own knowledge at the time, but heldiot return again to the front. And it was | who gave the orde
the men to take cover, and it was | who, upon hearing the cries of the women, gave the order to ceas:
was |, who called out to the women to come out. | never heard Mr. Haak after he left the front.

1119. What did you say in telling them to come éutsang o i Cease f i ri n¢
continue that for some seconds, some long time after the firing ceased, and then I&dhg.aut t h
out , Il et t he thevaymantakenwp ynd thenlide by the men, and a few minutes aft
women passed out immediately on my left. There was a man between Constable Kirkham,
immediately on my left at the time, and | challenged the women to see there were ws gatting out, anc
he challenged them also.

1120. How near were you to then? imagine it was about the width of this room of where -
women passed out. That was the first intimation that | received, and may | say, on the part of the otl
that anyman received, of there being other than outlaws in the house. Mr. Hare also states that he lo.
fired his gun several times after the shot wound; this | must emphatically deny. | will in due time bring
not more, witnesses to prove what | stakfter Mr. Hare left, | supposel will not swear, but | supposeten
minutes or a quarter of an hour intervened before | saw one of the engines going back towards Ben:
engine was followed immediately, within five minutes, by the second engine.

1121. What was the time that the first wahtPcould not tell the exact time; it was after Mt. Ha
left the front and retired. This second engine, subsequently, | found contained Superintendent Hare,
think, he admits in his evidence. | at this tBnjgist about the time that Mr. Hare was going afvaaw that
we were most recklessly exposing our lives, and as | stated, ordered the men to take cover. | dropg
little gully that was running past the front of the house. My men were on each side Idfiax only five with
me, as you may remember one had been taken away. If | may be allowed to guess at the time,-abo
hour or three quarters of an hour after | had taken cover, a bullet struck a piece of wood in fron
position, which at oce showed me that | was not in a secure place. | then followed the drain or gully
until I came to the position which | never left until | was superseded by Mr. Sadleir. | may state hy
two of then® eventually, during the morning, came to me in filace, and from this position | command
the whole of the house, and | was convinced that no living man could get out of the front of this
without my knowledge.

1122. Had you pretty good proof at this time that all the persons other that theweskysut of the
house®d | cannot tell the time, but | will refer to that presently. While | was in this second position, S
Constable Kelly came to me and <aid O, my God, | believe the ou
himwa® il wi | | dsiwle aorott hgeet out at the front, as
asked him why he thought so, and he re@iéddAs | was passing round at
yards from the back door, | came upon a rifle all coverdd hibod, and a scull cap. | believe the rifle to
one of the Kellyds, as it is a revolving rifl

1123. It was daylight at this tim&7 do not think so; | could not be sure. Upon another occas
subgquently to this one, Seni@onstable Kelly again came to me and &aid| hear t ha
prisoners in the kitchen of the hotel. o | as
was, but | believe it was Constable Braken, oh&eé heard it from some man that Constable Braken had
him.

1124. Can you say the tim@N o , I could not make the atte
me to be four o6clock in the evening.

1125. You do not know whether it was daylight at the tine®ould not like to state.

1126. It was after several volleys had been fired from your é@f?course. Oh, certainly. Mr
Sadleir then arrived, and made his way up to my position, and we had some conversation.

1127. He was not on the ground before @istt when this was told me.

1128. Was he on the ground before he came todydirelieve he came straight to me.

1129. Did Mr. Sadleir arrive at this peri@gd™No; not when | took my second position. When
came to me and showed himself to me, | saw he was theteok command.

1130. Previous to this point of your evidence, about the 40 person inside, you have stated
Sadleir had arrived, and superseded you in the comrdandid mean it in that way.

1131. You got the information before you were supexd@ Yes; that was the first intimation whe
| saw him that he had arrived.

1132. Was that subsequent to everything | have sttedlieve so; he made his way to n
position.
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1133. He was with the party before that so far as you k&aM@, certainly not; he spoke to m s. .OOdCO '
continued,



about the Kellys, | cannot remember what it was, and left me there. 30th March 1881.

1134. Did you confer as to the best course to take &h&véll, we had plenty of men then, we we
conferring about the number of men. There were plentyeari then, and Mr. Sadleir considered it bes
keep them secure, if they had not got out.

1135. Did you confer as to the positions of the ndeN®t at that time. | told him | would remai
there and let my men command the front of the house, and canrhbemwhat he said to me; but he le
and subsequently sent for me, which was athadt ten a.m.

1136. That was hours aftérAn hour perhaps.

1137. You remained where you were; he left you, and you saw no more of him until he sent
at halfpastten®d Yes; | made my way at once to where he was at the railway station.

1138. Had he arrived by train with a lot of m&n?es. There we had a long conversation. Ned Ki
had been taken prisoner.

1139. Was this the first time you were aware of #di®; | knew about it from Constable Dwye
who was bringing ammunition round.

1140. Did you take part in the capture of KeflyRo, that was right away to my right.

1141. About what time was thidHalf-past ten when he had this conversation, Kelly having t
captued. Kelly was wounded in the statiwuse at that time. Mr. Sadleir and | then walked round the
of men, getting what information we could, and suggesting any improvement in the way of watch
house. I n Mr . Sadl ei r Gme whithd toenotedisgute, thhtéhe oudamws letd
prisoners out. When the prisoners came out, they told us immediately they came out, which | most d
considered the best time to get true information, that Joe Byrne (that was in the morninf,it Was
el even o06clock) had been shot at daylight in
femoral artery, and that Joe Byrne was in the act of drinking some grog at the time.

1142. Would not their armour cover that femonaégy® No, there were cracks in it. One of the
stated that Joe Byrneds toast was fAMany mor e
and | conferred as to the advisability of endeavoring to break into the house, but when we cbtiside!
were two determined ruffians, in nearly invulnerable armour, encased, as the prisoners told us, in 1
fireplaces of the house, and the doors barricaded with the furniture of the house, we thought that w
not risk a single life if we smthe slightest chance of getting the remaining outlaws without that risk, e
we had to wait the whole day. While talking together, Se@mnstable Johnson came up and propost
plan to drive the outlaws from the cover of the house. He proposed ficesto the building, and when th
smoke got thick he had no doubt the outlaws would run out. Mr. Sadleir acquiesced in this, but did n
him to carry into execution at once. We still had a hope that they would surrender. We were callin
them to surrender, but getting no reply, we allowed this constable to carry into execution this plan.

1143. Before doing this, were there many volleys fired into the hduegreat many before we
called out. A great many.

1144. Not exactly volley$?Indiscriminate firing. But under cover of heavy fire the m
approached the house to set fire to it.

1145. Previous to that, have you any recollections when you noticed the last shot coming fi
house® | can only give that from hearsay. | cannot tell when | saevlast, but one of the constabl
reported to Mr. Sadleir that a shot was fired, | think, about a couple for hours before the house Was
two hours before the house was set fire to. But one of the men stated he saw one of the outlaws
window about twenty minutes before the house was burnt. Mr. Sadleir will be probably able to remen
man. One of the men came up and said he saw, | think, Dan Kelly, pass the window about twenty
before the house was burnt. We collected the menpanthem upon two sides of the house, and called
to the two outlaws that we would give them so many minutes, and if they did not surrender, we wol
and | think we stated that we would burn them, but there was no reply, and after giving tweedrehvy
volleys, under which Constable Johnson approached the end of the building, and set fire to the hous
we gave them ten minutes or a quarter of an hour after we warned them.

1146. Was there any firing on the part of the police fromtithe that you were made acquaint
with the fact that there were others in the hotel besides the Kellys, until after the prisoners were libér:
should say most decidedly, yes; but mind the prisoners were in the Kitthere were shots exchanged
bdieve, after we knew the prisoners were there.

1147. Fired indiscriminately through the housd®o. We knew the prisoners were in the rear in 1
kitchen, a totally distinct building, separated by several feet from the building where the outlaws were

1148 How did you know that? From information before, whenever Sen@onstable Kelly got the
information. They were in the rear of the building, and it was from out of there they came.

1149. Then on the manbés st at e me firihg of thahsort® We
replied to shots that were fired at us.

1150. Was the door open at this tidelR0; all barricaded. | took it for granted that the prison
were in the building behind, | took that as gospel truth.

1151. But with the knowledge of therge number of people thed®? did not believe all about the
people there. | heard there were 40 men there.

1152. How many actually came odét? think it was stated 20; they all threw themselves down
heap, so that it was not easy to tell the number.

1153. From the time you got the informati
was there firing at the house by the pol@&e2ertainly there was, but it must not go out as if we were fii



into the 40 or 20 prisoners.

1154.

It was onlya small place® There is a great deal of difference in the matter of where

pointed the gun. | admit that every bullet had its billet, and was meant for the outlaws; but | never fii

that kitchen.

1155.

You received information from SeniGonstableKelly that there were some 40 prisoners

the kitchen® That he heard so.

1156.

S. 0o6Co
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He informed you of thai?Yes.
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1157. Firing took place after that, before the prisonen® released? Yes, certainly.

1158. Did you tell every member of your force that there were prisoners in the kitchen, and tc
their firing to any special part of the buildiry? did not, but SenieConstable Kelly, | imagine, did.

1159. Of your owrknowledge, did h& did you tell him to@ No.

1160. Would it not have been your duty, as commanding officer at that time, to avoi
unnecessarily risking the life of innocent persons, to have at once sent round to the members of éhe
In a time of exitement like that you cannot always do the most advisable thing and reckon what is be:
what | thought best, and that was on no account to let the Kellys escape. | knew this, if there were ar
in the house they would, in all probability, fsends of the Kellys, their relations and sympathizers, and
that helped them.

1161. You are giving us this impression, that you did not unnecessarily risk the lives of those
because you were concentrating your firing of that portion of tHdibgioccupied by the outlawd?Yes.

1162. At the same time, you say the remainder of the force were ignorant of that fact, as fai
knewd | did not say that, but | believe SeniOpbnstable Kelly went round and informed all the men.

1163. How many werin your force at that timé?| believe about 14 of us.

1164. Armed men outsidé?Yes.

1165. | mean from the time you were reliev@d®o, | cannot say that, because fresh men
coming in.

1166. Up to the time Mr. Sadleir cande®lo, | cannot say, because meame in from different
parts, when | left my position, which | thought most dangerous one.

1167. Mr. Sadleir had arrived before the prisoners were releasée, a long time.

1168. Did you inform Mr. Sadleir of the fact that there were 40 prisoners ikitthend Yes, he
knew of it.

1169. Was there firing from then till the release of the prisodeyss.

1170. At that time you did not know the number of men engaged on policédutig?not know up
till this moment. | believe there were about 60 eventu#igy kept coming in fives and tens. What | wish
state is that there was no indiscriminate firing after | knew, on my part, and the men who were with r
the house where the prisoners were. Our fire was concentrated on the place where theneudaasd
where the firing came from.

1171. Were you aware that there was a man then in the house beside the outlaws, before
was set on fire, or when it was being set on &ré2annot remember.

1172. The old man Cherd? cannot remember whethérheard of it before or after, now.
remember so much afterwards that | am frightened to say now whether | knew it before. Before goinc
I would like to hand the copies of the telegram that Captain Standish sent to my Government, asking
me These were sent before he asked me, dated 18/&/8%o ul d | i ke to retain
Chomley returns with trackers from Queensl anc
telegram before | left Benalla. This is the telagrthe Government sent 27th May 188 Co |l o
Secretary, Queensland. Kelly gang have again broken out. It is of the utmost importance that you she
orderstoSUl nspector O6Connor to remain here arandtoa
morrow, unless your telegraph-might to contrand ROBERT RAMSAY, Chi ef
wad iKeep O6Connor and police so Il ong as they «
are adriffagad A. H. PALMER. 0 hadveigférreddfrpm thed Ithaddeen asked to go and
refused. Instead of that, it has been sent before | had ever been communicated with. Well, the he
burned, and eventually the bodies of the two remaining outlaws recovered, together withiteaBgfne,
and Captain Standish arrived on the scene.

1173. Were those the only two bodies discovedetRe two outlaws, Dan Kelly and Steve Hart, a
the body of Joe Byrne.

1174. Were they all dead?They were all dead.

1175. Were you p bodpswantakenwdd® was, @rd berwasynét slead.

1176. Did you hear any remark he mailé®e could just speak in a low voice; | could not tell wt
he said; the priest spoke to him, and gave him absolution, | believe, and he died immediately afterwar

1177.Martin Cherry was the only man taken out who was not deat&s. Captain Standish arrive
upon the Glenrowan platform at about hadfst five.

1178. What was the cause of Cherry not being able to spddis?eing shot in the house.

1179. Was he injured ipe fire®d No, not touched by the fire; the body of Joe Byrne and Me



Cherry were neither of them touched by the fire. Captain Standish got out on the platform, and imm
saw me, but took not the slightest notice of me.

1180. That was about hagitst five® Yes; until | put out my hand, which he just touched with
fingers. Mr. Sadleir also stated to me that Captain Standish was very cavalier in his manner to him,
little delay, the whole party, with the exception of a few men left to gymotieeded back to Benalla. | ¢
not know if it is necessary to state here, bu
not to hand over the charred remains of the
Standishj n reply to Mr. Sadleir about the bodies
they were to give up the bodies. | have had no conversation with Mr. Sadleir about this, so of cour:
says fiNo, 0o | am mi st ang &nowledge artd bdlief, Captaih Btandish gave |
permission to give them up.

1181. Do you remember Kate Kelly going up to the hodise®, not actually going up to the hous

but | remember her making a step in advance, as if she were going up.
1182. Waslse ordered back by the poliée¥es.

1183. What time was thdi?Just after the house waset on fire, she made a step forward, and
Mr . Sadl eir, who was in charge of t hewhera aeayouk
goi n@esaid,ilam going up t o themeshebantionad. Mrr. oSeaed loefi

you induce t heimSurr enddadedogseEno,Pwuld sooners e e

them b

Mr. Sadleir said,i St and backo,; , a htlat vmiomangetsiud therepwe roanot do a sing

thing; we will have to leave the outlaws, instead of tryingto rush in
bodi é&Me.cannotdo
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and get the

anything if she got in and got them under her protection. We thdlughtvere alive at that time. If she hi s.

said, dAyes, | will induce them to surrender, ¢

1184. Do you remember any conversation with the priest before he went into thedh¥ese?
remember the priestasted to go up immediately, about half a second, after Kate Kelly; and Mr. Si
stopped him, and he asked him some questions, which | have forgotten, and | have forgotten the ar
any rate all the crowd began to clap him; and he drew back agaim Mh Sadleir remonstrated. He thi
wento®dt he crowd cl apped again. Mr . Sadl eir sai:
go back. o0 The priest stood back, and the cro\
was in front of the body of police. Mr. Sadleir and myself, and several men, moved with the priest, th
having a lead about the length of this table.

1185. He proceeded and entered the h@us¢® entered one door, | forget which door it was; it v
notthe room the Kellys were in, but the policéour constables tried to burst open the door in the partitic
of the room, in which the outlaws were, and | saw them try three or four times till the door gave w:
then only through the fire which had ctedreverything; it was like a seething furnace.

1186. Did the police followed the priest immediatélyS3ome men did through the way he went.

1187. Simultaneously?Immediately after.

1188. Did the priest not first came out of the house and hold up his hgniflyisg that all were
dead, before the police enterddRo; he did it to the people, not to the police; he went in at the dool
came out again, and held up his hand to the people. At the time he went into the room there were ¢
trying to burstthe door of the closed portion of the house, and it gave way after three or four attempt:
in nearly burnt through the time.

1189. And those police went up at the same time as the priestowéas? immediately on his
proceeding. NWra.t hadlsei randaisd, fif it 4dstamd b
the priest went on, clapped by the peopl e, a
and then the whole crowd closed in round us when they saw us moving.

1190. What resulted from t h&Nofhingresgltedbs ent r

1191. Did he communicate anything to the police after dhig?. Sadleir said to the priest as t
passed through when he wednthe fire was sdieriebve dould rmturecagrz
a face when we looked in. He stated to the best of his belief he saw the two outlaws dead.

1192. Was that in the room where the police burst the door dpée8, the partition was burnec
which the police did not know, and tpéest not knowing either, went in by a fluke through it.

1193. The priest did not know thed¥es, he did, that is what | understood from him.

1194. He was a priest from another colony just travelling thraudh@ll, | gave the description of i
as far as know, and it was this, to the best of his knowledge it was the two outlaws. | am only telling
learnt subsequently from Mr. Sadleir. The priest was occupied immediately after with this dyin
Cherry.

1195. Was the hotel door standing open alltiime, or how did it come ope&? cannot tell you,
because after | left the door of the house | was very little engaged there. | saw no open door when
the front of the house. | cannot give any evidence on that. Up to the time, | left to thagaimt | was
round at the rear most of the time.

1196. Not between haffast ten at the time the place was burned. You do not know when the
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was opened? No, | cannot say. The dead bodies of the two outlaws and of Martin Cherry the
Commissioner sa& on the platform, and, after this conversation with Mr. Sadleir that | referred to abou
all got into the train, with the exception of a few men left on guard, and proceeded to Benalla. ¢
Standi sh never as much as orseadgridzedfimE mahe &lightesi way, exd
what | have referred to there; he just merely touched my hand. | went in and saw Mr. Hare on my a
Benalla.

1197. Where® Into his bedroom; and his remark to me &dsL e t bygones b
seemedery friendly disposed. | accepted his hand at once.

1198. Are you aware whether any civilians offered to enter the house before it was sedfikoto
to my knowledge; | cannot rememBecertainly not; | think | would have remembered the circumstante
had occurred.

1199. During the time you were serving under Mr. Hare, you had no quarrel in your capacity
officer?® Not any at all, nobody could get on better that we did all the time we were together.

1200. Officially you agreedy Officially and privately, until the time we had a private quarrel whi
| have previously spoken of. And then on Mr. Hare coming and assuming command again, we wer
most friendly terms.

1201. This private quarrel in no way interfered with the discharge of your mluies? In no way
at all. Resuming my narrativi®:l saw Mr. Hare, and he then in conversation said 6 ineannot remembel

the words, but something about Al sent up to
was the effect of it, thdie had been either cognizant of the burning or had sent instructions; | do not
which it was . | only bring this in because

morning, after never receiving a word of thanks from Captain Stamdiall, | left Benalla for Melbourne
Mr. Hare was in the same train, and also Ned Kelly. Mr. Hare was in a separate carriage when | a
Euroa, where the trains meet. | received Ajenewspaper, and, upon reading the report, | saw that
name vas not mentioned; in fact, | might have been in Queensland. | waited till | got to Seymour, wh
train waits for a quarter of an oMiddarl, odndHawe
look at this report, why you have been doingrgthing by it, and | am not mentioned; how do you accc
for that 20 MmMi.OhHarmweai t e ml ibeidt , Argwsathat will tmaKe lit allyright;
theArgusis all right; theArgusi s her e, you <c¢an h avArgusl tookdhatavithdne
into my own carriage. Th&rgusreport mentioned we were at the place, and that was all. When | mu
friends, they wanted to know what | have been doing at thifiglity did not | accompany Mr. Hare in th
first rush, why not help him isome way, and would not be satisfied until | told them the whole story,

actually had to go down and publish in  #hgusa  shortesuméof  what
occured. In Mr. Ha r eepast he stated,after omitting my name, you
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night, say altogether, he published a short paragraph on page 7, at the top of hé Sagen c e w
above, | have seen a statement ma d e it, bcgn hawe no dadig

his statement is perfectly correct; but in my report | have merely stated facts that are within my remen
and, no doubt, in the darkness of the morning and the excitement of the time, | may have omitte
incidentsthatocur red. 0 Wel | , I say if Mr . Hare acknc
before. This is the repo&:fi | went down by the special trai.i
Standish. | collected my troopers, and started three howarslaeceived notice. | agreed to go on conditi
that the Government of Victoria would see me held blameless, as we were under order to leave Qui
On our arrival at Glenrowan, we heard that the rails had been taken at some distance furthehonght
that the best course would be to get the horses and proceed to the spot. Bracken then appeared, an

us that the Kellys were at Jonesd public hous
the house. When we got withR5 yards we were received with a single shot, and then a volley. We ret
the fire. Hare said, 60Od6Connor, I am wounded,

remained, and our incessant fire drove the outlaws into the hobid, we heard them barricade. Mr. Ha
returned to the station, remained a short time there, and then went to Benalla. | stood at my postpastl
ten in the forenoon, when | was sent for by Superintendent Sadleir. | was within 25 yards of thehéc
whole time. At daybreak | got behind shelter. One of my troopers was shot alongsidé ofinaeross the

eyebrows. He jumped on the bank, fired five s
to afford him great relief, but ragh amused me. | was left in charge of the men from the time Mr. Har
until Mr . Sadl eir arrived on the ground. o | \

officially it would be the same as the newspapers, and it was aftemcheeé Queensland that | g
the Arguswith this report published in it. My Government met me on the steamer when | went to Quee
A report was handed me by the constable, and | did not get this till five or six days after | arrived ther
not sen this one then, calling upon me to explain how it was | had not done my duty; in fact, the whc
was so strong that that day | wrote an account, and that same day sent in my resignation.

1202. What do you me & considanibvas ndtaoing gy dyty when thk
sai d, AWhy did | not do this and that. o Judg
there, and that Mr. Hare had done everything.



1203. Had you heard that Captain Standish had written to the Queki@&aernment respectin
your delay in the colony as permittédThere was nothing about that in the report; but | refer to the acc
of the Glenrowan affair, and they did not consider that | have acted as an officer, and called upo
explain, and | ws so annoyed that | sent in my resignation the same evening and gave a full statem
am giving now. The following morning I call ed
Police was very hurt at my sending in my resignationbéfgged of me to withdraw it, and represented to
that it was not his fault this report came to me, it was the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Palmer. After a cc
hoursdé6 talk | agreed to withdraw my r es thghe &hief
Secretary spoke to me about the whole occurrence, asked my opinion upon several incidents i
instance, the burning of the house, and | gave my opinion; and then they asked me what steps | in°
pursue; my reply wasyYi éitomuattocede@emand an en
occurred at Gl enrowan. 0 They quite agreed wii
came over to Victoria again, as you can see by the date of my application for thig,erilp Septembel
1880, and now the date when the enquiry began, the 18th of this month. My Government most kinc
me leave, and | think for nearly five months | was on leave, but still | could not satisfy them that | was
to have the enquiryl. could get no answer. So at last they wrote and told me that they could not gi
unlimited | eave, and my reply was, fi | beg to
interests that | should still remain in the Queensland forcétéachany enquiry that might be called for.
was very shortly after this Kelly Reward Board was appointed. The Queensland Government telegr:
me in a great state to represent them officially at that board for fear that | would not do so. |adesed.!
So you see that | actually resigned my appointment to get this enquiry, although | did not mean to inf
would have stayed for a very long time in the Queensland police, but | mean it was really the caus
resigning my appointment inu@ensland not being able to get the enquiry into this. | have been labc
under that ever since the Glenrowan affair,
arrived in town | never received a communication from Captain Standisheme s o much as
O6Connor, 0 or anything whatever unti.l I recei

1204. That was the first official recognitiah’ e s , I wi || read it
Commi ssionerds of fi c ed Siraviddvdtoelhonaue tp elBenfat yaliruinfoymatiord
a copy of a letted have received from the private secretaryto His Excellency the Governor. It gives
me great pleasure to have this opportunity
appreciatio of the important services you have recently rendered to the Police Depa
and the community generally in connection with the destruction of the Kelly band of outlawsd
| have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient  servant, F. C.
STANDISH, Chief Commissioner of Police. Stanhope O6 Con nor , -Indpsctpr. Queersiart
pol i cédhiso i s t he enclosur e, fiGover nment Hd
You notice the difference of the dates, the time that elapsed beforetCapi n St andi s h
send this to mé. fi Sd Although the Governor has already communicatedto you by telegraph his
congratulations to the police of treiccessfuloverthrow of the Kelly gang, he was not at the time fully
aware of 8 the circumstances of the casend | am now directed by His Excellency to request that yc
will convey to Mr. SuperintendentHare, Mr. Superintendens a d | ei r , Mr . O6Conn
the police force engaged on the occasion, his thankl congratulations upon the promptitude, courage
determination displayed by therand also upon the very proper prudence and caution exercised, by wt
no doubt, several valuable lives, which might otherwise have been sacrificed, weré $ahaee the honot
to be, Sir, your obedient servant, (Signed) FREDK. LE PATOUREL, Pri
Secretary. Captain Standish, Chief Commissionerof Police, Me | b o @ ¥ouean &ee from that the
nearly all the people imagined that Mr. Hare remained onfithe, and was, in fact, doing everythin
Subsequently, | dined at Government House, and | gave Lord Normanby a full detailed account
happened. He was not
aware of anything of the sort. In fact, the first telegram,that Mr. Hare got, |
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believe, thanked Mr. Hare, not mentioning any others at all. Afterwards, Mr. Ramsay wrote this S. 06 Cor
Governmen® i 9t h J Wl yavailln®&I0 of the opportunity afforded by the return of Mr. S 30tﬁor\r/]1t£gﬂssl
I nspector O6Connor totyou the rtharkd a this Gavesnmenixfor the great ser

rendered by the Government of Queensland in allowing that officer, and his man to remain on

Victoria for so long a period, and especially for your prompt reply to my telegram of the 27tl
authorising me to detain Mr. O6Connor and th
O6Connor and his men were present during the

will gratify you to learn that they rendst most valuable assistance on that occasion. | am assured

Chief Commissioner of Police that there is no ground whatever for supposing that a feeling of j
existed at any time of the part of t yeof treckeest It

appears that the greatest cordiality invariably prevailed between the two bodies, and | am quite at

understand what can have given rise to a contrary impredsidmve the honor to be, Sir, your ma

obedient servant, (SA.)JORBER T R A MY Avigh t@ state that the Chief Commissioner of Police \



aware that there was this jealousy, because, prior to my leaving, | called upon the Chief Commiss
Police, and he, in his office, offered to shake me by the hand, whicht dedli . He asked
have received from your Government. They state there has been a feeling of jealousy between your

our police?d6 My reply was, ACaptain Standi sh
awaystrat ed us with kindness, with the exceptiol
and | said, AWhen the time comes, as | have |

the commi ssi on or beface af that headls Mr. Ransay & ;writatmedetter theret
no feeling of jealousy. | think | may say | have concluded, with one exception. In reference to my e\
this morning, when word was sent to Mr. Sadleir that Joe Byrne was seen at & @extaj and that we
started up to Beechworth, | wish to state more fully about that. The communication was addresse
Nicolson, at Benalla. Mr. Nicolson was, at that time, down in Melbourne worrying about this bu
whether he was going to be rewed or not. He was down there when the information came.
immediately sent a telegram down to him, which was the telegram that Captain Standish said he
courteous as to hand to Mr. Nicolson at the Spesiteet station. Mr. Nicolson came up bwthrain,

arrivi

ng about eight odclock, and met Mr. Sac

to Beechworth.

1205. What is your opinion of the actioal
think it was the mst proper thing to do. We knew at the time the outlaws were encased in what yc
almost call bullgtproof armour. They were in a bulptoof house as long as they kept in the chimneys
the house was barricaded. There was no way, except by sersusflife, and it is the duty of a polic

of fice

r not to sacrifice his menodés |ives; i f

more value than two outlawsd |ives. Aft e-officenma
considered it was a proper thing to do. Any army man would consider it nothing but false sympath
those ruffians.

1206.

hearsay.

Have you related all the circumstances of the attack on the &dusaf® only speak fromr

1207. Were there n@ome other persons injuréil’¥es; but | would suggest that Mr. Sadleir, wi
knows all the circumstances of the case, would be better able to speak of that.

1208.

You did not see the prisonéys?saw them, but | have forgotten, and Mr. Sadleir will

moreclearly into all the details.
1209. As a matter of fact you know there was a childhitknow there were one or two persons f
1210. They were not situated in that part that was in your deviselieve they were in the front.
1211. You were not cognizaaf that?®d No.

1212.

You were in charge at the tiePwas certainly in charge as a swamofficer of the

Victorian police. | have heard statements since that the authorities here say that | was not, because
but it was on the understandingtlonce being an officer here when | was asked to go back and resut
work | still occupied the same position; but | believe, from a very fair authority, that is one of their |
that | had nothing at all to do withditthat | went up there simply asvolunteer.

1213. You went wup at Ca @tYasi and |Svasanotdt warthyd after k
had done that, of being acknowledged?

1214. And did not that show jealousy on his parf?you follow the evidence throughout you wi
see the madtr culminated in that point.

1215.

Why did he ask you to go badkBecause he knew the outlaws would get away, and

police would be the laughirgtock of the colony. It was against his wish, but Mr. Hare recommend:
You see the time he took to dd itvhen he saw the country and all would be at him he reluctantly did it
was not for Mr. Ramsay, who believed in the trackers, | firmly believe he would not have sent for me

1216.

Is it in evidence when Captain Standish received the telegrathihk he said early in the

day. What | say is thés taking merely one instance, | most decidedly admit it would not be borne. E
understand that you must take the events all through from the commencement, from the time | <

would endeavortotak t he outl aws without us. Then ther
the Dickens have you done here; you have done
1217. He stated you have brought contrary to his recommendidimat, | think, is very

conclusive.

1218. There was no jealousy between you and Mr. [da@ttainly not; not to the slightest as far
I know, while | was up there, and the Police Department, as a body, worked most harmoniously 1
excepting Captaitandish; that was the only case that would be injurious to the public interest.

S. 006Co
continued,
30th March 1881
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1219. During your experience with the police, did you see any want of efficientheqyart of the
men?d As policemen or what?

1220. In any way® As bushmen, certainly, there was a want of efficiency.

1221. You were here when Mr. Nicolson gave his evidence; he alluded to several instances o
the police service where they were unablé&now the proper use of firearthsn some cases, never havir
shot a single shot from any ghidid you meet with any men to lead you to suppose they were so thoro



ignorant and unfit for that particular class of duty as thatAere were several casésannot recall names ¢
times, but | know there were men sent to Benalla who did not know what a {wedeh or a cartridge was
and they had to be thoroughly instructed; and Captain Standish objected to this, and wrote to discon
wasteful extavagance; but | mean as police constables they were a fine body of courageous men. | ¢
all those that came under my notice could not be better; they were a splendid body of men.

1222. Not lacking in couragd?No.

1223. But in discipline® No; in discipline they were splendid. | never heard of a case where a
was called up and reprimanded.

1224. But they were no bushmen and not used to &rihd® not say all of them, but a few. As 1
their capacity as bushmen, Mr. Hare will bear me out that oroocasion, in going to a certain place, \
suddenly came across a road, and there were eight or nine or ten men, a great many of them thc
knew the country thoroughly, but they had no more idea than the babe unborn where they were. The
senda constable a few miles down to find out where they were. There were no guides amongst the
showing the actual necessity for some outside assistance, such as spies, who knew the country. | wa
Mr. Sadleir, with a party under Seni@onstalte Flood, a most good and able man; he was able, but ew
showed he did not know the country. After pr
thought we would, he told us he had gone the wrong way, that he thought the road lesy aredvit led
another.

1225. Were they better adapted for town police than for a service of thad Kiwl? did not say
that. | say we wanted guides, we could not do with the police solely, some men (Mr. Hare and
Standish) never had guides, whiclant to maintain Mr. Nicolson made it his first duty to get.

1226. On what terms were those men specially sel@dmdtheir special knowledge of countr
life?d We | | no; during Mr. Hareds time gener aldy)
belonged to county Bourke and to Mr. Hare. | know one or two of the men had complaints that wk
Hare went out that he excluded the men who used to be in my party, he took on new county Bu
instead. The men came up and did not like it, andnattime two or three of those men Captain Stan
recommended Mr. Hare to take, which he did.

1227. Is there anything else'Nothing else that | remember.

1228. One general question: can you, now the matter is long past, account for the long ¢
capuring the Kellys, you being an officer of the service here and of Queendlaid®, the first principal
point | always considered was the want of knowledge on the part of the police of the bush, they did n
the country. In conversation which | hadhva gentleman up there, a thorough bushman, he pointed thi

He said to me, AfLook here, men in the police
bush. These men never go off t heonedatHed,theyjust used:
ride up and down the road. i have asked the

wor k. o They want e d bosanmen, menrwho coufd ga thraagh thk bushdl know ther
some of that sorthere is one constable, Graves, a capital bushman, who led us in one party very we
was only in a very small circle of district. This man knew the country, and could go on end for a day ¢
know the country.

1229. As far as you were able tadpe, was there a want of a thoroughly well organized syster
the outlawsd capture to be ed&Thard Warestloediferemtysysten
employed; and | most decidedly say the first system of scouring the country, aftertttvecfics three trips,
was certainly useless, because you could never get away without it being known; and in that countr
number of men riding shod horses can be heardahalfe away; and, unless on certain information, y
may ride within haHa-mile of the men you are looking for and not know it. When | arrived, | found they
no information, and never could say the Kellys passed such and such a house at such a time, so tha
never had an opportunity of finding the tracks. We gotracktseveral times in our travels which we thou
were the outl awsbo6; and we foll owed, on one Ot
undoubtedly those were the outlaws, because no one would have ridden over those ranges.

1230. Do youhink any information was given at any time that would have been of service, ar
want of promptness of action on the part of the officers, the opportunity was lost in capturing the dutl
No, | do not know a single case where there was a wanbaofpaness of action; but, in my evidence, | sai
thought there was a chance which Captain Standish interfered with our going out, which | considere
the best chances. That was the hut referred to in the evidence, where the information cartteciotiiaivs
were undoubtedly in the hut; and by the fact of the man going up and opening thetttmeame man wh
met the policd there is some color for believing the outlaws had been there. | say that Captain S
showed a great want of judgmentsey nothing of jealousy, in not allowing us to go out then.

1231. Do you think, from your knowledge of the country now, that it would have been possible
those men off from their suppligg™No, | think it would have been impossible.

1232. They had sygties at every turr®? They were supplied anywhere they liked by their frien
and had only got to arrange with them where to take up their provisions.

1233. Your impression is that they had a number of friends and sympathizers in that dlis
Undoubtedly

1234. Who always kept them supplied with the ordinary necessities @f Me8.

The witness withdrew.



Adjournedtotemor r ow at El even o06cl ock.
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THURSDAY, 31st MARCH 1881.

Present:

Hon. F. LoNGMORE, in the Chair;
E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P., J. Gibb, Esq., M.L.A.,
W. Anderson, Esq., M.L.A,, G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,,
J. H. Graves, Esq., M.L.A.

Stanhope Od6Connor further exami

1235.The Witnes$. | forgot to mention in my evidence yester@alysaid in my evidence | was to b
attherailwayst ati on at Essendon at ten o6cl ock. |
stationmaster at Essendon sent fodnhevas a little way down the platfoidnto ask me if | knew anything
about the starting of the special train from Melboukte said the train was there but there were no orde
told him | knew nothing; | could not give any opinion. About ten minutes after ten he sent for me ag:

sai d, ficCcan you tell the officials i n &tinBtandish
because they do not know what to do. o | repl
special train would be at Essendon at ten o06c

of the Commission askethe yesterday in my evidence as to who gave Sdimstable Kelly the
information as to number of prisoners, and whether they were in the house. | forgot at the time.
believed it was Constable Bracken, but since looking at my notes | find arlgvebi to have been
woman, who came out of the house, because Constable Bracken, | find from hearsay evidence af
had gone immediately after the telegram. The third remark | wish to make is, when | mentioned at
delay in sending the Gowveror 6 s | etter by Captain Standi sh,
Sunday might have intervened. Well, the 27th, we all know, was Sunday, and the 30th was Wednes
was the date of the Gover nor 6sishoe the 2nd; so thatisuhday d
not intervene.

1236. After one of the children was wounded in the house did you see a man rush out with a
his arm® a man named Neil McHugB?No, | did not.

1237. It is stated he brought out one of the woundediren| did you see that man that day?
cannot remember seeing him; in fact, | saw none to speak to, none of the women, or any of the pe
came out at all, to my knowledge, to speak to the whole time. | only knew of their passing by.

The witnessvithdrew.

Francis Augustus Hare sworn and examined.

S. 06 Co
31st March 1881

F. A. Hare

1238.The Witnes$. | joined the police force as lieutenant of police on the 1st January 185¢31stMarch 1881.

salary then wag300 a year, with all the allowances | now have, and in addition rations. | now, aftéy-tv
seven and a quar t e375 peeaanum and withauivratiene | was protnetedtoethe
of superintendent in November 1866, which rank | now hold. | had nothing to do with the Kelly bu
until the murders at the Wombat. On the2@&ctober 1878, the morning after the intelligence reac
Mel bourne that Sergeant Kennedyds party Haahd
ordered me to get as many mounted men as possible from tteadeBourke district men, and pick out
the best men | had.

1239. Kennedy6s p arotYes, omdhe maning after the intelligeace Beéche
had o

1240. | want you to fix the date of thatThat would be the 27th. It was a Monday morning. | th
he was shot on the Sunda

1241. | want you to fix the date for certain®onday must have been the 28th. | was ordered to
out the best men in the district; also to get ready all the available arms out of the store, and select
horses as | could get out of the paddottiet were fit for work. | sent several mounted men that da
Benalla. For some weeks afterwards | was busily engaged getting in horses, buying arms, and in
men how to use them.

1242. That was in Melbourn@?yes. Every day men and horses werdvarg at the depoen
routeto Benalla. It appeared to me that the picked men in the colony had been selected for this duty,
were all splendidly mounted. From the time Kennedy was shot up to the time of the Euroa bank robl
time was fully talen up sending supplies of horses to the N&distern District. On the 26th of Novemb
1878 Captain Standish sent for me and told me that Mr. Nicolson had informed him that he had ¢
reliable information that the Kelly gang intended sticking upr&ktia some part of the district, and that v
Nicolson had requested Captain Standish to tell me to take the necessary precautions at the statit



district. | was all this time in Melbourne.

1243. Was this statemedtVermly. Captaim Standish fr&jteatly asi
to send for me on occasions of that kind. He consulted me in that way, and spoke to me. | think the !
bank was specially mentioned as likely to be stuck up. | issued orders on the subject, which | willlree
Commission. The order is dated 26th November. This was to the men, telling them to instruct the
will tell you what | did first. On the 30th November 1878 | informed Sergeant Purcell, at Seymour, tl
Kellys contemplated sticking up one dfet Seymour banks, and that there men would be sent up the
duty, and that | wished their duty to be kept quiet. | did not wish him to let the public know they

policemen.

1244.
1245.

A kind of secret servicg@?Yes; and the banks were also to be informed.
Were those men to stay in plain clotde¥®s. On the 27th December, three constat

arrived at Seymour. There would then be five men at Seymour, that is the three | sent up, a serge:

mounted constable. On the 4th December 1878 | sent mmemt o Avenel to the
constable armed with a revolver would be sent to Avenel. A constable should be placed on duty
clothes, and should never |l ose sight of theat

Avenel for that duty.

1246.

What Constable Kelly is thétMHe has never been mentiode&ootConstableKelly, from

the Brighton station, and he is at Brighton now. This made three men at Aveneb
that is the senior
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F. A Harg, constable in charge, a mounted constable, and the one | sent up. On the 7th of Decembeei8#&
continued, foll owing telegram to Sergeant Purcell, iSen
3lSt'\/""‘rChlsmthere, and send Constable Byrnedo (he was in

That same day Sergeant Purcell sent driiheothree men to Nagambie, Constable Burton was his hame,
a copy of my memo, dated 30/11/78, that made threé raesenior constable, a mounted constable, and
man, made the three men at Nagambie; these were the three next to townships adljtirifprthEastern
District.

1247. Avenel being the next bank township adjoining EW&@0é?2 s . ADeptt, 26
Memogd Information has been received that the Kelly gang contemplate sticking up one of the Si
banks, and | have thoughtativisable to send up three foot constables for duty in the streets of Seymot
should always be on duty in plain clothes, with instructions to keep a watch upon the banks, espec
Col oni al Bank, which coul d beeolaial8ank is situntedesdme distavt
outside the town, some distance from the people, and could be easily robbed on account of its
position. it woul d be advisable not to | et
statemeh t o t hat effect might be inserted in the
should be heard at the General Sessions the first thing on Monday morning, so that the sergeant me
to return the same afternoon. | think it ide advisable that S. C. Gilfedder should remain at Seyr
during Sergeant Purcell 6s absence, and the ¢
therefore give instructions accordingly. The managers at the local banks had been ctuberamdthe alert
in case the rumors circulated may be ®UERANCIS HARE. P.S) It would be advisable not to let th
public know that these reports are going about; it will only cause excitement which may do consi
harmd F. H. 0o

1248. Are you quiteertain Captain Standish told you he had received information about the
being stuck up® Undoubtedly, and from Superintendent Nicolson.

1249. Not from Mr. Greerd No; | never heard anything about him till the last seven or eight mc
that he had anythg to do with it.

1250. Where was Mr. Nicolson at this tidefh charge of the NortfEastern District.

1251. And Mr. Green is an inspector, is iefn inspector in the city.

1252. Was Mr. Green inspector in the city in your distéchdo.

1253. Who was he ulerd Under Mr. Winch. About 12 noon on the 12th December 1878 | rece
a telegram from Captain Standish (I was in Ca
handed me in a telegram directing me to report myself with horse anatr@raents at Euroa that night.

1254. Where was the telegram dated frdnFPom Euroa. | left Melbourne by the train between t
and three o06cl ock. I met Captain Standish and
Captain Standish waed me to go out that night with a party of police in search of the Kelly gang. | told
knew nothing of the circumstances of the bank robbery, except from | had seen in the papers, and | t
unfair, without making some enquiries myself, to beishinto such a position; and as two days had elg)
since the robbery, in all probability the outlaws would be 100 miles away by that time. | did not care
rushing into the matter without making some enquiries into the circumstances of the cale bagiles
which | told him | was not at all well at that time. | did not feel fit to go out. Had | wished to shirk the ¢
could easily have got a medical certificate from any doctor in the colony so to state. But still | wen
Euroa on this Kby business. The party of police started off next morning into the Strathbogie ranges
SeniorConstable Johnson; he was a fine plucky fellow. | did not know what their orders were, but | thi



Nicolson started them. | did not get up and see thtant. | did not see anything of them again, but tl
remained away from six or seven days, and then reported themselves at Benalla without finding any
anything.

1255. To whom@ To Captain Standish and myself and Mr. Sadleir, we were all workieg 1
together. | then set to work to gain a knowledge of the men; there were a great number of them str:
me.

1256. The constables you medn¥?es, the constables under me, and also the district. | obte
general information as to what had been gaingsince the murders at the Wombat; | conversed with e
member of the force | came across to find out their opinions on matters, and what men | thought fit
charge of parties. Sometime afterwards | selected three very good men, they werdesprestdbl askec
Captain Standish to give them the rank of sen@rstable, which is similar to the rank of corporal in-
army, so that they would not be of the same rank as the men they took out.

1257. What would be the increased pay&xpence a day;tahat time there were no vacancies in 1
force for seniorconstables, but they were to be put on permanently as vacancies occurred. Uni
arrangement they would have control over the men. Captain Standish complied with my request, and
day onstables Johnson, Mullane, and Hood, were appointed senior constables.

1258. That position has an increase of pay of sixpence & dég%.

1259. Which is the increase of the serionstabled Yes, there were no vacancies in the force at
time.

1260. Isthis Johnson a man that was stationed at Violet Town and who was afterwa
Glenrowan®d Yes.

1261. Is Flood the man who was mention as the man stationed at Greta in the aldYteseand is
now stationed at Yackandandah.

1262. Is Mullane the man whon®w stationed at Beechworth?'es. From the time the swdfficers
were sent out in charge of search parties they were told what information had been received. | migh
as to sending out search parties, there were rumors coming in of every somansbkie true and sorr
untrue. The search parties were sent out and were left unfettered in every possible way to go into tt
and search. Besides the men | have mentioned, who were fit to take charge of parties, there wer
Constable James d¥lansfield, Sergeant Steele from Wangaratta, Seba@nstable Irwin at Alexandra
SeniorConstable Shoebridge at Bright,and Seia@ n st abl e Kel ly at Wood?©o:

1263. Is this Senie€onstableKelly who was afterwards at the Glenrowan affair® Yes and
there may be other men whose names | have forgottesse are themen that come to my mind. The
first month or SO |
did not go out with the searchparty. | remainedat Benalla, and my time was fully
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taken up goingabout the district making enquiries and getting things in order. About this time a F. A Hare,
sympathizers were arrested. continued,

31st March 1881.

1264. By whose orderd?By the order of Captain Standish. We all acted together, Captain Stal
myself, and Mr. Sadleir.

1265. Captain @ndish was theré?Yes; he was in supreme command at this time. TF
sympathizers gave us a great deal of trouble. | had to go up, some five or six or seven times to Be:
every Friday afternoon, and remain there all SatWdsymetimes all Sunday, bmese | could not get awa
on Sunda§ applying for remand, and fighting for it.

1266. What was the nature of the annoyance the sympathizers gave which led to their bwilst
state first what we did with reference to the arrest of those men, and uporinfgnmation. All the
responsible men in charge of different stations who had been a long time in 8ahalldetectives anc
officerd wer e al | coll ected at Benal | a, by Captai
officers and detectiveg)ll went into a room, and were asked the names of the persons in the district
they considered to be sympathizers. | had nothing to do with it, merely listening and taking down nar
fell from the mouths of the men.

1267. Who asked the questios@aptain Standish and Mr. Sadleir, and | myself asked some.

1268. Did Captain Standish asked each <con
di str i ct ?d®CaptaindStarsdish, Mrn Radleir, and myself asked that. | knew nothing abor
synmpat hi zer s, but one man candsof @Gmwahd ocafmdvhaai
know he is a useful friend of the Kellys. On
name down. 0 Then t he adyenes, arditheyevgent khrowghy theasantge rpeaed
enquiry, and so we selected a certain number of names.

1269. How many® | should think about twenty. The Government were aware of the action we
about taking, and it was with their consent we did adl. th was necessary for us to arrange to capture al
sympathizers in one day, because if we had not done so, it would have been just as much diff
catching them as the Kellys; so it was done confidentially, and on a certain day all the mearresed,
with but two or three exceptions. There was one case of a man of the name of Ryan, of Lake Gle
There are two brothers, very much alike. We picked out one brother as being a great friend of the Ke



the two constables who went dotarrest this man saw what they thought to be the man, but it was rea
brother, and when they found their mistake they let him go, he not knowing what was up; but, thinkir
was something wrong, took a short cut, and they saw him galloping bis trother, but the constabl
caught him before he got there. As to the cause of the arrest: it was found these sympathizers were
us in every possible way, watching every move we made. One or two men, | heard before | came

watching tle police at all times. A man named Isaiah Wright was one.

1270. Were there any remarks about either of them beside wa@hings not there; | know it wa
the substance of the complaint. About five or six days before the Jerilderie robbery, Aaron &Gimeerito
Benalla (that was the first time | had ever seen Aaron Sherritt), and asked to see Captain Standist
away from Benalla. | explain to Aaron who | was, and asked him what he wanted Captain Standish
sai d, il have s dionago giventpng and & wish toi spebkoto mma privately. | told h
Captain Standish would not be back that night. | led Aaron to believe | did not care to hear his news,
him engaged in conversation. | had heard his name and knew who he wasy Gagtdish informed me
when he returned, that he had never seen him either from the day he spoke to him at that Sebastopc
Mr s . Byrneds, which Mr. N id@looltamohow S leé eriretd ¢ @i
trust you withmy i nf or mati on; 06 and then he told me t
Byrne and Dan Kelly came to his selection. T
living with his mother, he was living on his own selectiirwas midway bet ween Mr s
Byrneds. He said Joe Byrne came to him whilszs
jumped off his horse, and that he had always been his most intimate acquaintance; he said he can
down beside him; he had been his schoolfellow and with him in crime nearly all their lives; he sa
Kelly was very suspicious, and would not get of his horse, and did not get near him, and he said
talking for a long time, and then asked him @mjthem, as they were going across Murray, and inter
going to Goulburn, in New South Wales, where the Kellys had a cousin. He said they urged him to
long time as a scout. Sherritt never told me that at that time they were going to sticknip bdétold me
he refused to go with them, and after some p
why should you get yourself into this troubl e
for about half an houbut kept looking round and watching every move that was made. | do not rem
any further conversation then. Not to go into the town. He was a remarkable looking man. If he walke
Collins street, everybody would have stared atchims walk, his apparance, and everything else we
remar kabl e. | sai d, iBe careful , now you are
but get some hotel near the railway stationo;

1271.Did he advise you to take any steps to prevent the Kellys going into New South dVislles’
he merely came to give the information to Captain Standish. He led me to believe they were going
the colony, and he gave the brands of the two horses thautlaws were ridingy Joe Byrne was riding ¢
magnificent grey horse, and the other a bay.

1272. The impression he made on your mind was they were about leaving the &doagdy.

1273. Did you think the information credibi&Zertainly; his manner led nie believe it, and |
shall tell you afterwards how it was corroborated. We then set to work.

1274. Who@ The officers, Mr. Sadleir and I. | at once informed Mr. Sadleir, and we set to
sending information to all police stations on the border.

1275. Thatnight® Yes, immediately, by telegraph, to all the border police on both sides ¢
river. There was a party of police at that tomer two parties,| am not quite certaih in charge of Senier
Constable Mullane and another, about Chiltethis a widelocality, however. One party | am certain of
and we started them up the Murri
towards the Gravel Plains, in the direction where the K e | |friesdé
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F. A Hare, wereknown to be; and also it would be a likely crosspigce if they went over to Goulburn, because ther
31‘;?"‘\;'2:‘;1‘*1881 a chain of hills running right across the Murdasight across to Goulburn, in New South Wales. These |
remained away for six or seven days. They &dmhg way to go, and before they returned the Jerilderie |
had been stuck up. | think, but | am not quite certain, that S@apstable Strachan was in the locality, &
we sent him to some of the other crossitaces on the river.
1276. Who was thefficer in charge of the special you spoke®f3eniorConstable Mullane., and
think Sergeant Steele was also sent out with the party; and we informed them of the brands of the hc
gave every information in our power to the police of New SoutkeSyaight up and down the river. The di
after Sherritt had given me the information, we heard that Joe Byrne and Dan Kelly had been reco(
and had been seen late in the eveditigat was, the evening of the day that he saw them riding horses

description given to me by Sherritt, towards
statement. The Jerilderie robbery took place on the 10th of February 1879. Directly we heard of it
parties to almost every crossiptace on the Mr r ay . We got a telegram

informing us of the robbery, and we sent out, and watched every suspected place on our side, but r
could be obtained of their return. On the Saturday after the Jerilderie bank fhbhkbigk the 15th of
February | went to Beechworth, and there met Aaron Sherritt by appointment; Detective Ward m:



appointment with him to meet me . | arrived a
met him after that time. Hetold meat on the previous Wednesday,
house, and had his breakfast there; and told Mrs. Byrne that after the bank robbery the outlaws all div
agreed to meet at a certain place; that he had kept his appointment,camieh® see if anything was wror
with the other men, as they did not keep thei
Byrneds, we received information that Dan Kel
very thickcountry there; that a man saw him, and | saw the man; he said he had not the slightest dou
Kel |y, and that again corroborated what Sherr
to-morrow night. | have good reason to belieheety wi | | be at d throther thiBe/ mén ¢
you have better come and watch the place. 0o Of
thought he was true. He was acting fairly towards me, and it turned out to be the calenpunen were
suspicious of him, and they were afraid to se
wi || come to grief with that man some day, h
confidenceéesar héeanotolbe fisoldo if | did not Kk
of seeing Sherritt, and | agreed to go and watch Mrs. Byrne; this was about Saturday night, about t
one o0d6clock.

1277. What day® The Saturday. | might say Detast Ward was present during the whc
conversation. | made arrangements with Aaron where | would meet him, some distance out of Beechv
the following night, Sunday, at eight o0d6cl ock
party of police in charge of SenigConstable Strachan. | directed Strachan with his party to meet me
certain place on the bush. I do not think | saw him himself, but one of his men; he was out at the time
ATel | him to meed anuoléhutthat ha kneveand thei man | svasaspeaking to &riewa
nine o6clock at night. o | then returned to B
making other arrangements, in company of Detective Ward. Met Sherritt at the apptactsdand we thet
started to the place that | had directed the constables to meet at, but after waiting there fod aimahasi
Ward, myself, and SherritSher ri tt said to me, A Mr . Har e, i
of gettingtheg ang . 0

1278. The constables did not come to the rendezdoulik@y did not come to the rendezvous.
sai d, il am conf-ndght. of | bwasgvehgreutb put
round to Ward and sawda,gdiWy |lowruelswia ko tloe nre
Sherritt, iAl I right, |l ead the way; 0 and?ad thiek,
scrubby, stony. | had never been through that country before. At last, as we weralddig, Sherritt pullec
up his horse and said, AMr. Hare, do you see
not see a fire ahead there?06 He was a |little
fi T h o s the haishrangers, they have made a fimeight, and they are camping there, and it is a thir
never knew them do before; they must have some drink in them, otherwise they would not make th
foolishlyo; and said,r yi,t hansd inso tohnee bbuusth rtamegne r
dismounted from out horses and made him do the same, sat down on the ground, and he turned t
sai d, i Mr . Har e, wdhwah atd oi sy otuh evalndé s tmet d obtgladiodo
is to make certain the outlaws are at the fire, because if we know they are at the fire we know how
may be anybody else; and you crawl up to it, take your boots off, and get as close as you can, and a
you can hear voicesr anything else. o He went away and
horses up behind. He remained away about ten minutes. He came back again walking, and Ward s:

iBy God, we are sold. o | saifdMr Whthar ei,s htohwe fnas
is from uso; and | sai d, fAbout 150 yards, |
away. o | sai d, Nonsense, Aar on, you have s oHet
sai d, ANo, c ome, get on your hor ses; where is

and rode, until we got to the edge of a high l@aakprecipicé and we found the fire was on the other side
the gully, the Woolshed diggingger e bet ween wus and the fire o

righd what is to be done?d0 and he said, fAHurry a
we have made, and come on towards Byrneods hou

1279. Was there anybody ththe three@ Nobody; the police never made their appearanc&ve

then rode towar dslt Wwas then al®yt hatbasd ten thatoatirégkt.We left our horses
about hal f a mile from Mrs. By r ne 6 Ve listewed fer, sonzei
time from a distance, and we could hear no voices, but we saw a light in the hdai Sherritt then
crawled up to the house, and he listened under the window for five or six miantkshere was no sount
and he returretto us. He then pointed out a spot to me in the basld,s a i d i Whera they tie up

their hor ses wh e nfrequandyyaftec them bad therrnealstat Mirnsd. Byrne
down beside their horses and that spot. The

three of us went through those bushes,and we saw nothing.
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We were very cautious in walking, and had to use the utmost caution. This spot he pointed out to
previously told to me by Detective Eason or Brown while stationed up thextethigy were shown thi
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droppings of horses, and where the bark had been eaten off by the horses. | recognised that, an
stockyard, and he said, AiNow, Mr . Har e, i f t
stockyard, and towardsh e scr ub | have shown you. We wil/|
|l aid down watching that night wuntil daylight
will be here. They have disappointed mentght, but they will cora within a day or two. Now, if you wan
the outl aws, you must watch this place. o | <
horses and rode into Beechwdrthbout six or eight miles, | thidkand | went into Beechworth to arrang
for a permanent party to come @unot the Eldorado ménand we went out there to stay. | stayed there
25 nights, watching all night and lying under a rock by day, with a party od rhémink | had seven men
At the same time, above us there was a wonderfalinéd camp of the outlaws that they used to resor
that Aaron Sherritt pointed out to me. It was most ingedcauplace impossible to be attacked. They co
shoot any number of people coming up, and you could not touch them. | put four men in hisThayn
were about one mile above me in the mountains. | formed a sort of a camp fodngsé&lur provisions
there, about a mile away from Mrs. Byrneds,
during this time was terribly irksom&Ve had no cover by day, lying on the rocks, and sitting behind ¢
all night.

1280. Who was the sergeant in chafgé%had a party of my own men, Bourke men. Seni
Constable Mills, who had been at Whittlesea, was in charge with me, and-Sengiab¢ Mays, now at
Mansfield, was in charge of the upper camp. That duty was not only irksome but dangerous in the e:
never left my camp at night to take up my position but | felt anxious as to whether the outlaws migl
our watching place and opdire on us, and again when we returned to camp at daylight in the mornir
outlaws might have taken out our position in the mountains, and shot the whole party without the ¢
difficulty. My way of going to and from the watching place was thigenerally used to ahead of the pa
and separate them, that is keep about twenty yards apart, get into the watching place myself first
men would follow, so that if one were shot, at any rate the others might be able to take the outlaws.
carried on for five and twenty nights. | felt the responsibility on myself very great, but the prospect
meeting the outlaws cheered us all up, and so it went on day by day. We had great difficulties to
with, first to supply ourselves withater, which is one of the chief things in a watch party. There was
one waterhole, and we used to carry our water with a can, and even then, from our position, we us
Mrs. Byrne |l ooking for our tr ack s pverihe placet $hey hpv
different boots and different shoes to their horses. We used to see this old woman go to the water
for our tracks, and also look about the road. We had no fires, except occasionally when the men b
me to let thenhave a fire to boil tea, and then it was put out immediately. The nights were exceedingl'

1281. What monthi®? March. Some of the men were very much frozen when we left our plac
the morning. However, | kept it up, but Mrs. Byrne by accident deseal our camp about the twentie
day. Aaron Sherrittds knowledge of the moveme
headcentre, of the district; that he could give me any information about the movements of my men
partofte di strict . I said, fAl do not 0Ineneiif gou ke yara
see if | do not.o So | asked him one day, fiC
before yesterday?0 He sotherthan rofieYoatof,Beebhevorth, @ party o pol
have come into Eldorado, and some men through near Everton; but | do not know the particulars bey
there are some policemen there. o | said, sfaNod
wi || not . o | sai d, A Why; are you not i n my cc¢
will tell nothing against myself to convict me, although | have been in all the crimes with the Kell
year s past .mealweek o telbithechalfthe daid. All this time this man was faithful and tn
me. | say he was a man of most wonderful endurance. He would go night after night without slee
coldest nights in winter. He would be under a tree without a padfdblanket of any sort in his shirt sleev
whilst my men were all lying wrapt in furs in the middle of winter. This is an instance that occurred ac
| saw the man one night when the water was frozen in the creeks and | was frozen to deathcamae
down and said, fAWhere is Aaron Sherritt?0o an
without his coat. The men were covered up with all kinds of coats and furs, and waterproof coatir
everything else, and thismanwasfyin on t he ground wuncovered. I

and he said, il do not care about coats. o
1282. Do you know he wa ¥es,dis fathenvgas aacbristable sn Esgla

He was born on these mountains. | said to hinmone occasi on, fiCan the o

He sai d, fiNed Kelly would beat me into fits.

Byrne, and | am a better man than Dan Kelly, and | am a better man than Steve Huatick t#ose two
youngsters to fits; | have always beaten Joe, but | look upon Ned Kelly as an extraordinary man; thi

man in the world |ike him, he is superhuman.
AYou will vwvatcandokrehe Sotehers, 0 and Iddsamar t .Ac
il f he comes here, | wi || get him. o0 He said,
goes in front? No, he sends the other three a hundred yards aheadd s ai d why do t |
and he said, fiHe carries out his orders at t|
i No ; | l ook upon him as invulnerabl e, y o ull hisa

agents; nearly every one in the district thought him invincible. When the police had a row with any
sympat hi zers they would always finish off by
some day, 0 n e v kerotherspacall. lwéntnbgck ta Bemalld aftdr leaving this. Would you li



me to state how my camp was discovered?

1283.

You had better do sb?t was discovered by accident in an extraordinary manner. Two

before it was discoveréd
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1284. You said it was about the twentieth day éuYes, and | remained about five days after. C
of the party in the upper camp (it was a very hot day) was induced to sneak dowwatEereourse, say &
mile and a half away, and he was carrying a bucket in his hand. Directly this occurred Mrs. Byl
informati on. She sent for Aaron Sherritt i mme
and look for them tanorrov. 6 Sherri tt sai d, AAl Il right; I h
a man like a constable was seen walking with a bucket towards the creek, and | myself went to the ci
| found where there was some soap. The fellow had washedirds there, and he had been whittling a bi

stickod; and she produced this stick to Aaron,
constabl es. Aaron said, ALl I right; | whll hgoe
in every direction, and cannot find t he mothdatwaa
adayortwoaftérand t he sentry who was on guard, abolt
except the sentry on watct),e came down where | wadsd Il ys amigd, af
matter?0 and he said, fiThe ol d woman is in ol
has seen him. 0o | jumped up and eaemp,dnthlevatchédceravo
til | she got over the brow of the hill; and
di scovered; the old woman has seen you. 0 He h
change hisstd of dress, with a white hel met, aafibiifybu

had been seen. o He went away and showed hi ms
evening, and he said he was in a mortal funk for feaolthevoman had seen him. He took a flute and w

down to the house, and said that broke the ic
not recognise me. She said, OA pretty efmeunthimsto
day. 60 He said, il am al l right; | am stil!]l 0
the old woman find us?06 Aaron said, fiBecause

across the valley. Wevatched her going down the hill, and on the opposite side there was a hill acrc
valley; and | saw her walking straight, across to something white on the rock, and she told Aaron
when she was up at the rock that she saw something glistanshghe came across and found the sardine
and found our men in the camp. She told Aaron Sherfitt f she coul d only fi
the camp, she would get Joe to shoot any numl
number of them there, because of the way the
The same thing occurred again the next morning. The sentry saw the old woman again, and | ci
sergeant, and said,i gwe.badhbesenatrygi sawhber a
peer over a rock, to look down upon us. | said to Se@diorn st abl e Mi | | s, who w
the old woman a fright, o and he we rdtarockpwherenhe cotl
see her. She used to go crawling along like a rabbit, and only show her head over the rocks. At last sl
the rock where the constable was hidden behind, but he was on the one side and she on the other, h
her, and dectly she got away about a yard or two he gave her a tremendous yell, and jumped on her.
woman | ost her presence of mind, and al most f
and then she soon recovered her assurance, aridmgger t i nent , and said,
wholed 6 1 ot of you. 0O

1285. What age is the old lady? am not certain;l should think between40 and 50. Now,
going back to my narrativel stayed at that place five days after the camp diacovered, at the earne
request of Sherritt, who said to me, Alt is
outlaws. | am the only one that can do that, and
bel i ede sadi d, AfiBelieve it or not, b ut | stdyed fimeodays
longer, and then | thought | was wasting rime there, and | went back to Benalla, leaving my parties
for, | think, a fortnight longer. By that t me , | t hink, Mr . O6Connor r
They arrived on the 8th of March. After this | was nearly all my time ouwith searchparties. | went out
of information thatthe Kellys had been seenin a certain part of the country, orthat they were likely
to frequent a certain locality, and upon that information | went to search the locality. The way we
used to work in the thick bushy country was thisvould put the men who knew the country in tentre,
extending our line as far as we could according to the nature of the country leaving a distance of &
yards from the first man, the next one ten yards from him, and so through the men from right to left; bt
country became open, weould leave a longer distance between, say 50 or 10 yards, and so search th
country for miles and miles without being heard or making a noise, which was an important thing to c
In going up steep mountains or gullies (and the ranges wereteep) sve used to ride thus, the leading n
would be about twenty yards ahead of the second man, which was generally myself. We kept in a line
if an attack was made only one man would be killed, and the others could come up immediately. |
now coming to Mr. O6Connor and his report. Mr
house, that Captain Standish withheld the information from hirhis was on the morning of the 26th



May. | will state all the circumstances in conti@c with what was done.On the evening mentionec
Captain Standish and Mr. O6Connor were dining
lived. The | etters were handed to me about IkkCagthin
Standi shdéds public letters and any letters giyv
and | read this note that came from a certain person. | have not got the note, and do not know where
Captain Standishlsa not got i t. The information was th
through some country on two occasions by a f
h o u s &le gave us all this informatonHe sai @¢erfikhi amt hat t hele veer
did not know them by their personal appearance, but from their manner | think they must
out | alethed added, at the bottom of the letter, an extract, which | took out with Timés is the
portion of the letter which | found among my pagefproducing the sanje | have not the rest of the lette
| took out that extract from the letter that very night, as it gave me certain directions

to find Cl e a hoysie,sot knowing the houser the localityd il f you coul d anileo
convenientnear the Glenrowan station, and thus evade Greta, you
67

could cross on to the road leading between W FAHare
PatterB8omasds20Dn the direction of Tom Smithé:slsctonrx}g?:r?i’ssl
first cross road right on over the hill, and '
ground. It is a chock and log fence. Hisuse is fithe side of the fence towards the east end; you will fir
as | say, right against the east end of the

Directly | received it | thought the information very important, and | sent over pta®aStandish to tell hirr
that | wanted him at once. He came over within about ten minutes or a quarter of an hour. He sai
ANow | think this is good information, and vy

about gettinggur men ready at seven or eight o0oécloc

sai d, il wambrtowtatnseuent odcl chorkes and évenithing dad
and gave them no furt her nedabbug I thirktan leoor.or aMhour ar@§
afterwards, and he said, i Wh at is the news?0o0

and he turned round and repeated the questldner
not to say a word about it and | sai d, ANot
perfectly quiet. o Mr. O6Connor got very much

Up to that time | think he had pretty wkhown all the information we had received. Nothing had been

from him as far as | know, and as far as | am concerned | had not a thought in my mind unknown t
told him everything. | did not tell him, however, in this case; as Captain Stamtishound me to secrecy,
told him nothing. | got wup at six odclock ne
lent me one of his boys named Moses, whom he generally lent me when | went out. We started aw
seven o0 c halaénd ihsteadrof gBirg in the direction of the place we were going to, we to
opposite direction, following the advice of my informant, as given in that memo. | have read. The
course would have been through Greta and straight to the hestsad of that | went in another directio
as if going over the Warby ranges. When | got on the road that runs at right angles to the road
going, that is from Glenrowan to the station owned by Mr. Newcomen, some of my men saw a m
recognized some of the greatest sympathizers of the Kellys, a man named Nolan. | was at the hes
party. We were going through settled country between fences; we had not gone into the mountains

the men cantered on to whaemre, |Iwevalsawe dji ngt am
sai d, nAl I right. o This was on the Sunday. I
going in the opposite direction we i nt entonofc

Wangaratta, leaving the place we were going to search entirely to our right. We went over the Warb
to a camping place that | knew there, and when we got on the Wangaratta side of the Warby ra
turned up to the right to a camp thatddhused before. | must go back a little. | did not know the cou
well there, nor did any of my men, so | telegraphed to Sergeant Steele at Wangaratta, on the Sunda
a constable named Dixon out who knew the country there, and tell him to mag¢tancertain spot. Dixor
met me at that spot. When | got out of Benalla, about five miles, and got into a quiet spot, | told all t
to dismount. | never told them in the town what information | was going upon. | got them round me ar
il Will lyadwe now what information | am going oIl
Captain Standish, and gave them all the news that | had. They were all in great spirits, and thoug
capital information. We stayed at the camping plhes night, and fastened up the horses, and gave o
to the men to turn in after they had had something to eat. We made no fire or anything of the kind, a
that | wanted to be called at one o ouwhoseskandiawa
we went. Dixon led the way, as he was acquainted with that part of the country. We passed

Glenrowan gates, and we went down exactly as directed by my informant how to go. We got to the
about an hour before daylight, agalw the hut, and it was exactly as described in the letter. | sat on a |
front of the house with my men around me, and said tothe seroon st ab | e, AYou t a
of the house, and | will keep three here; take which men you likenWou see me move from my positic
you move from yours, so we will approach the



and | could see some distance, | jumped up and told the men | had with me to follow me and also t

boy. | went to the house and knocked at the doo
AAl Il right; open the door. o The owner of the
said to him, AiHave vyouHeanhye ss ttraa regle ras monmetnt g
are they?0¢6 very quickly, and he said, after |
into the house and called to the men at the back to come up, and we searched the houbdythaio!
searched the place. I saw Nolan, and said, it
a horse a few days before from him for the Government. He said he thought the outlaws were goin¢
it so he sol dyoiut .colmes?ai dA,n dfii Whey sdii d , il came
funeral that was going to take place. o | saic
side of Glenrowan. o | t hen mmises. | got the bay Mosasgth take

circuit round, and see if he could find any tracks, and we remained and searched tiseexravkiere there
was a cellar or anything of the kind, and we could find no traces whatever of the outlaws. We wer

suchf ri endly terms, Cleary never asked what we
| suppose this blackfellow tracked me here, ¢
fYes, they are wonder s tshad sdde @ueoe nysolua nnde abnl atco
dark?0 And he said, i Oh, it matters not wh at

then related some anecdote about their wonderful skill. Then we searched all round thes greseseif
there were any tracks. There had been very heavy rains three days previously, and any tracks at all
noticed as plainly as possible. We took a ci

had stayed that day. We stdythere all that day and night; next day we went into Benalla. Those are e

the facts with reference to this matter.

1286.

You were convinced that the Kellys had not been there at all? could see no trace

whatever of them. The party that | always took out with me were chiefly men from my own disdrict

this

is to say the Bourke distréctwith

the exceptionof a man named Canny, who was taken on accountof
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his knowing the country and also the personal appearance of the outlaws, and another man named B
was a wonderful bushman, accustomed to bush life. He was a kangaroo hunter by profession, an
capital living by shooting kangarsoHe has not joined the police. Many of the men taken on at that
joined police, but this man did not; he is now a selector, and is living near Yarrawonga. | would lik
much if the Commission would summon him, as he was an expert, a thoroughabuishevery respect. H
is a wonderfully acute and intelligent man. His evidence would be of more value than the constables ¢
the men who were with me. By taking out my men on all occasion with me gave some dissatisfactior
the men at Benalla

1287. Jealousy? Yes; but | knew my men and they knew me, and | could depend upon them
happened to fall in with the outlaws. The duty was arduous, and great responsibility was thrown u
leader. There was a great deal of work to be done byddynight. Some of the Melbourne papers use:
describe our life as a pleasant-pic. | never asked the men to do anything | did not share the work
them myself. We had always to keep guard of a night over the men who were asleep, and also v
horses whilst graziriythe feed for our horses was a great difficulty with us, and the poor beasts
carrying us all day, had to be turned out often in a rocky mountain without any grass, and frequentl
sour stuff that they could not touch. guently after we arrived in camp | would send a couple of men ot
the tops of the high mountains to watch for fredistant fire® and do the same at daylight next morning
used to catch and saddle my own horse every morning, and unsaddle him enérg.dvealled the mer
myself every morning when it was time to get up. We used to get up about daylight, pack the swags,
on the packorses, and have our breakfast. | assisted in this every morning. | or my men never slept
all the whilewe were out, nor had a fire after dark, with the exception of two or three occasions. |
assisting the men in everything | kept them in good spirits. | put myself on the same level with them i
respect, and | am sure every man that ever wenwitlitme would tell the Commission the same tale. | |
no difficulty in keeping the men in good spirits, and | had a splendid party with me. They deserved ¢
but unfortunately we did not meet with it; but | feel assured, notwithstanding all thee&asaid about m'
manner of working, that, had | not been taken ill, we must eventually have come across the gang.
twice we were very near them, but they managed to escape us in the mountains; in sending parti
search of the gang my ideasvthat we would compel them to be constantly on the watch; and | did nc
to give them undisputed possession of the country in which they lived by keeping my men out ¢
anything, my men were too anxious to meet the outlaws, and used to im@drelet them have a fire ¢
night, but | pointed out the danger to them of this, of the gang creeping down and firing upon then
they were standing round the fire. Their rep
themnotwits t andi ng. 06 The excitement kept them up,
have to fight for our lives before morning; also by day, when searching the mountains, with rocks a
this room, we might at any moment be fired on. The outlavesv all our movements, and our party could
tracked by themselves or friends for any distance. Ned Kelly knew all our camps in the Warby ranc



when going to Beechworth with one of the constables of my party he told him of all our movemen
described the men who used to go and look for the horses at daylight. He said there were two young

used to go out and get the horses. Each man had his own work to do and catch the horses. One ma
off to light the fire and boil the billy afea, the others had to pack up the sWatlie hardest work we had.

took a long time to pack up everything we were carrying. Ned Kelly described the men and everytt
did.

1288. Then you mean it was at night you did not light fidesfiever did lighta fire after dark, with
but two or three exceptions.

1289. You did in the morning to make the @afes; then we squashed it over directly after the b
had been boiled. Our search parties generally consisted of seven or eight men. Some used tathfak
too many, but to make an allowance for two or three to be shot down at the first volley the remaini
would be little enough to contend against the gang. In my opinion, | think the way the trackers were u
wrong, having to carry about suehquantity of camp equipage, without any Victorian pdlitkere was an
officer,subo f f i cer, and six black trackers. | can o
says twice; he is no doubt right, but | only recollect once. | did nobapf the way they were worked.
may be wrong in my ideas; Mr. Sadleir quite differed from me, and | believe Mr. Nicolson does also. |
give my opinion, | have had a good experience at the Cape of Good Hope with blacks, tracking ce
deer, ad | imagine | know their powers as well as anyone. The New South Wales police often use th
not in a body. One or two blackfellows go with the police, and hunt down an offender a distance of hi
of miles. They could not do this if they were hargd with a crowd of men and baggage. | think the bl
most useful in a certain way, and | feel certain if | had had a blackfellow on one occasion | would h
the outl aws. This was the occasion i n whifahy
Captain Standish when he had good information. If you wish | will explain the circumstances; it v
another narrative of what we had to contend against.

1290. As there is a charge against certain officers of the police of not allowing dkersréo be
used, you ought to give your vievdssThe narrative is thi§: | started away with my pady| do not know
thedatd but t he date Mr . |dOrotkoow whether hedeft Benadla before me; but | w
to the place where Aaron Sheiritad told me the outlaws had been harboured after they committe
murders, and where they had been fed for three or four days by a man at Sandy Thetkvas betweer
the Murray and the Warby ranges. We found no traces at all at this house. Wedear immense fores
known as the Ironbark country. After searching that, | worked up towards the Warby ranges; and, afte
very hard dayés work, we got o n |wableokiMydonascampdor the
evening. It vas just about sunset; and we came across a place with a paddock on the one side and a
country on the other, with a track running between the two up into a very very steep raMgesvere then
about two miles from a wek n o wn s y mpoase the manrwihic hachfed the Kellys after they |
Wangaratta, about a week or so after the murdebdr. Nicolson gave it in his evidence, they went throL
Wangaratta, and tthis ma n 6 s
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place for breakfast, and were tracked by Mr. Smith wWithtrackers passing the door and going into th F. A. Hare,
very mountains. I had untied my ©6possum rug g;’;‘t“m?gh
provisions ready we lighted the fire and boiled the billyand we were all sitting down at our mewale( 1881,

never sat together, but sat about ten or fifteen yards apart, with out rifles by our sides). | was just at 1
of the mountain, but still | was in a little glen as it were; and while we were eating our meal instantal
every man jumpedupamdan down to a thick brush fence. I

are the Kellys, coming across straight for wus
hill; the tracks could not have been more than half an hoybelthuse the green pieces of grass which
horses had cut up were perfectly green and lying there. | jumped up and went in the direction the mer
to behind this fence, and | saw two young men galloping straight where we were. | crouched lecfeimcett
and when they came between the line of men we have formed by this fence we all stood up at once
of my men recognized them to be the sons of the sympathizer whose house we were near, and ¢

sympathizer who lived near Greta, mymee cogni zi ng them both i mmed
up here?o One of them said, iwWe saw some s mol
beenupteday ? 0 hey said, fiNo, we have not. O herets:
day?0 They replled, ANo. o | sai d, AThere are
not know anything, o he said. I said, AThis tr

wha't these two hter ax&isd,ar®l?0ddi Nnpo® know anytt
impertinent, and began to bounce us. The man acting as my sergeanSthearConstable Mayé came to

me and said, il am sure there is somehdérnaeagonryg
sai d, ALet me go with them to the house. o0 | S
and | will remain here and watch this pass, and you take those two fellows down, and when you ¢
keep everybodyinthhouse for the night,; do not allow a

that went with Mays, a man named Lawless, is a young fellow, short, not unlike Steve Hart.
1291. He was a policemah ¥ es; Constable Lawless. As those two men approattieedwelling



house the whole household camedothat is, the daughters, the father, and mother, and everybody cont
with the house; they could see the men coming a long distance, four armed men and those two youn
riding beside them, and thegple stood at the door and were all talking together. When the men apprc
within about fifty or eighty yards, Mays thought that they recognized that they were not the outlaws |
they were police. Lawless saw a man walking down to the end afattken, and he went down towar
them. When he got near the banthere was a creek there or a bathinggacehi s man c al
you, Hart?0 Lawless replied, iNo, what Hart
meaning the oudl w . Lawl ess answer ed, fAiNo, | am not St
| ooked round full at hi m, and turned deadly
coming down upon me. 0 Lawl es s natrated this storyrto himp and tbe
consulted together what was best to be done, and decided upon sending up to me at once, and to gi
information, and to beg of me to come down. | went down, and immediately | got there | saw the dau
duty imposed upon me and the position | was put in. | had never been into this house, but | was af
some of the men that | had put round the house might shoot some inoffensive individual coming in tl
being an outlaw; so | took Bellis and went aubng distance away from the house, so that | could chall:
anybody that came up until | got the people who might come between me and the house, and | told
men to surround the house itself and put two of the trustworthy men on the othehsidehere was a roa
coming in. | gave them the most positive orders that not a shot was to be fired, at anybody until | he
the order or fired a shot myself. The night was bitterly cold; it was a white frost; and we lay there, ou
exposedp | ace, wuntil about six o0odclock next morni
to send into Wangaratta at once, which was only about eight or nine miles off, to get out four additior
I did so, and four men came out. The parsvn charge, | think, of Seni@onstable Kelly. | told him that
was certain that the outlaws were somewhere near, and to keep a watch over the place all the nex
until | ordered him to withdraw; to allow not a soul to enter or depart frorhdahee until he got orders fror
me. Directly daylight broke we returned to where we left our camp. We had some breakfast, sadc
mounted our houses, and went into the mountains. We followed the two tracks we saw the previous
for some miled andboth Bellis and Canny were capital trackers, of course not equal to blacks, but ver
for European trackedsand we went on to the tracks for a considerable time. We found the tracks first
side and then another. The men all begged on me to &tamlon our horses, leave them behind, so tha
could follow the tracks quietly, and no noise occur. | did so, and we walked on and on, and we four
tracks joining in, and they lost the tracks once or twice. When we were going on these tracks,th#é of
them excell ent men, called out, i Mr . Hare, dc
no voices at all .o However, I complied with
can; 0 and weowénbnenobahdchbwe came to a dea
could go no further. We then had to return and pick up our horses. We took a long circuit. That afterr
rode for hours, and that night we made back again to the samembla=we had been the previous eveni
We did not take our paehorses; we left them in the paddoc
and we went into camp. The next morning I
went right through the ranges,the densepart, to get on to the Winton side of the Warby ranges.
We were having some lunch, and one of the men went up to a hut; and the owner of this hut
said, i Y o police had been camping on the top of that high mountain a night or two ago, or the
night beforelag . 0And we said we were not thereat all. Shes ai d, A WMy hustamdand
| saw the fire on the top of that sugaro a f cHersad, ® No | went up to the hut to see the
woman; she described what she and her husbad seen, the fireip there, and | knew it could not ha
been the police, and no person would go up there for amusenigm. next morning we made straight f
this hill; it was avery difficult hill to ascend, nothing but sharp rocks standing @h and when | got as fa
as the horses could go, | told the mers&parateout and surroundthe hill and go to the top as quickly
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as they could. We got on the top, and when we got there we found some embers and some fire; the
not quite out; it appeared as if it was a place where the fire had been made between two rocks, and
place, which might have been camped cag been set of fire by some sbak trees that had been burnil
there. We searched all the ranges about there, and that night we camped where we did the previou:
or where this woman gave us the information. Next morning we got up, and | sawrdrhthmt in the
direction | had been, which was towards the Ovens River, apparently north. | took down the men
Gl enrowan, and there was a very high point of
and search at the togh e , and see what we can find. o We
surround the hill in the same manner as the other hill. Being a very heavy weight myself, not being a
my legs at my time of life, | made my horse do a great deséwork than the men made their horses
and by so doing | got on the top of the hill first. | looked round me to see if | could find any traces
outlaws, and there | saw a fresh track as if done a few minutes before | had been there, andnahédradc:
slidden down with his heel of the rock; the moss was lying at the bottom as if he had slipped dow
not hing; | sat there tild]l the men came up. |
forward and saiod, afi maat 0i SiWMehé¢ ,dedl sai d, Awhe



Al wil |l try, o and he went some distance and g
men , iwe must get these fellcown,trtyhdy drhea crko
another attempt, and | got up to another high hill, the some as was done in the order. | should here
on the top of each of those hills | found stones recently removed and standing on their edge, semg
perhaps one or two, on top of another, some recently moved, the ground fresh under it, as you can s
stone is moved, and other placed perhaps two or three put together. | asked Canny and Bellis, who
country well, AiCani youhenfeamomeofvhahese stor
satisfactory reason, they had had no experience of the kind. At every hill we found the same thing, tt
removed. On this other hill there was the same thing, and | found tradke dop of it. Those were th
circumstances under which | sent word to Captain Standish on the two occasions the information |
and about what | was doing, and upon that he
do so. Theyvere at that time up at the head of the King River.

12923 . Was that the occasion Mr. Ob06&¥esmnNnOTr r

1294. That accounted for the fact he could not send the tréck@®. That afternoon my men wel
very much done umnd so was | myself. | had not led my pdkses come with me that day, because
mountains were too severe for them, and they could not travel on them, and | wanted to be very quic
I was on the top of one of the highest hills | saw one of nmgtadbles galloping up with another person. T
was a gentleman who lived in the locality. | went down the hill a little and beckoned to them to com
me. It was on his run. He beckoned to me to come down, and at last | got him up. | pointed hsa todke
stones and those tracks that | found o hasdnybsdy

been up here belonging to your station today’
said, fAif youecomewal bnghwiwt yom something thi
sai d, i Wh at is that?0 He said, AfiThere is a s¢
is a tent erected on it, omwdhodfe marmegnatnadl g air
is.0 He | ed the way, and we found a tent, ani

appliances of what they call in the country beetnemen who go about collecting honey in the mountal
but there was no trace of anybody at the place, and the spring was all covered over with tracks of shc
We waited about there for some time to see if anybody would come, and no one came. We were ver
when we went down to the tent to leax® marks of our being about, or tracks, or touch a single thing it
pl ace. I took the men away, a 1mdrrove mdrnihg to fewVi thenei i
anybody here. o We went 08 statien, ahd carmpadtlesr the mightn  t o w

1295. Had you no person with ya@uMy party of police.

1296. Had you no person with you who could compare those tracks, or trace therd atoalive
could not trace them at all. The tracks of horses in the water showed they were all sh®a/hersaghey hac
been feeding on the swamp. The tracks of the
top of the hills.

1297. | mean the places where you said the tracks of the horses cutting up the grésd hatres?a
different sory altogether; that was on the other side of the mountain.

1298. You could not make any comparison between one and thedffteefe was no party there
These were on a different side of the mountain.

1299. You were on the Warby ranges on the first ocnasibthe tracks at the northern «
Yarrawonga side? No, on the Wangaratta side, within eight miles of Wangaratta. Then | crossed o\
Warby ranges, towards the Winton side. Continuing the narrative, the next morning we got up very e
surroundedhis place, and went down to it. There was still no one in it. Shall | relate the story about t

Mo s e s, who was with me on the occasion, and w
evidence?
1300. Was Mr. O Gacks® Heowas apvay.t andatwoutd hawe taken some days

him to get down to there with his men.

1301. Was Mr. O6Connor 6s osWhatt veant ¢orstow is that thig me
travelled exactly as | say the men in New South Wales do. \We party there, and we had a blacktrack
and we came across, about four o0odéclock in th
Ovens River. Moses was with us at he ti me, toakn
the cartridge out of his pouch and stuck it into his rifle, and away he started, with his head down, f
side and then on that sildexplaining by gestuié and kept on riding at a hand gallop, and it was as
as we could keep up with him. Keent on three or four miles that way, and suddenly he came upon the

|l eading down to Yarrawonga from Wangaratt a, t
here. o | said, AHow so0?0 and he vwelabeaten, dist$ mad, whio
lots of  bullocks and drays had gone across. Before he stopped | saic

fi Ha yoe beenfollowing the track all the
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way?0 He said, AiThree big horses, one small ; ¢ FAHare,

into the road, o and he got off his horse and
four horses breaking on to the road.tHen galloped up to see if they had broken off the road in any way
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come across the other side the same way. The Ovens River was about 100 yards from us, and it
about dusk, the sun had been down about half an hour. We had no blankets, frodhiog, and | saw
not hing could be done that n i-ryanraw, instead ©fagoirdy dawh th:
river to where the tracks |l ead to, | et us wo

very good idea, becagisve could tell whether they were the police, outlaws, or the time they were m
we knew where they came from. Moses picked up the tracks next morning, and went back again anc
them back, and when he got to a certain place, where there weré tggobs t one s, he s

here, o and | sai d, ifiWhere?d and he said, i He
jumped off our horses, and we found first a tin empty, such as we used to have preserved iheatsiof
the samedescription as we hédand there | found another one, and found a police strap, a Govert
strap, and the men came to the conclusion that it was Sérdon st abl e Kel |l yso6 p
removed him from the house where he had charge of | toiddigo and form a camp in the mountain
that he could watch the house, and we gave them some of our pra¥isierr®d none at the time. He car
from Wangaratta without any provisions; and we recognized that these were the tins we had gi
before.l subsequently made enquiries, and | found this was the very camp, and that he had gone ¢
tracks towards the Ovens and had gone up that way into Wangaratta. | tell that narrative because |-
is the way the blacks should be worked. One ar Ivackfellows with a party of police are very useful. W
cannot undervalue their services; but in a mountainous country, for a whole cavalcade-&dllolaskand
white-fellows to go together, | say | do not think it would ever answer as far as catbleirigellys is
concerned. | am only giving my opinion from my experience of them. | may be wrong. To resume, |
know that | have got anything further to say with regard to that. | was removed from the district son
after this.

1302. What time di that occupy® | arrived in the district on 12th December 1879, and |
Benalla on the 7th July 1879, and during all that time, as | have stated, | was out with search partie:
on. | used to be sometimes four or five days in Benalla recruitimg harses, and myself. | found it vel
hard work upon my men. They were all young active fellows; and we found that the work of that st
upon the men over 40, and many of them had to leave.

1303. Were most of your men experienced bushimeéw@, not inthe sort of country. | have statec
had two excellent ménBellis and Canny but some were very bad, others fair; but you must remembe
was new country to all of them except myself. | was there in 1854, 1855, and Y&&tgaratta, Buckland
and Beechwdhd and knew pretty well the whole district.

1304. Can you inform us how you carried your provision&h packhorses.

1305. How did you procure then when you ran si@okt®e went in to get them. | have got bread ¢
meat from some of the farmers, but we gahgrstayed out as long as the provisions would last, and
went in.

1306. Did you make yourselves known to the parties you got provisionsdrivie?were as well
known as the town clock, such a large body of police mounted, our horses, and everytleiras well
known as if in uniform in Melbourne. We were known by everybody in the district.

1307. That you were ouwi?That we were out. We could not hide it from tiéemve must leave oul
tracks behind us.

1308. If you were so generally known as belonging ¢opblice force, did not it lessen your chan
of capturing the Kellys? Not a bit. Because we were as much as possible in uninhabited country. Frec
we had to go between fences and show ourselves, but we avoided as much as possible all habita
only when we were compelled did we go between fences; then we were known as well as the polic
Collins street.

1309. Did you go searching this place from private information recevéd@rmation of varied
character; one account being that they vierene part of the Warby ranges, and another in another part
so | thought we would give the place a thorough searching. All those stories we heard we were ot
enquire into, because the very one we omitted would have led onto them. Evendfneeé send out a party
we would have to make some enquiries as to the truth of the report.

1310. When you were leaving the distdiatecalling your memory to the facts of the casio you
take upon yourself to say that you had then had more authentimatfon or general knowledge of tr
Kellys than when you went up on the 12th Decembevdst undoubtedly.

1311. Do you think they were in that district all the tidié@ost undoubtedly.

1312. Did you ascertain what those traces were on the Warby mouét&iosfever to this day; anc
I believe it was the men flying before us; b
could have got them, | believe.

1313. That was the time you found the tén¥s.

1314. How far were those places, to the begtoof knowledge, from the residence of the Kellys
where they had been from childhod@dPsuppose about twelve miles.

1315. That is from Gretd?Yes.

1316. Would the twelve miles include all those plaéegery nearly all.

1317. There is one thing about therserundi ng o ® dicCdngeaf yoyrdnen ahany tim
enter the hut® | did; three of my men did. | searched it thoroughly.

1318. Do you consider the men in your force were fully armed and were well acquainted with
of firearms® Thoroughlyd my menwere. | will come to that subject hereafter as to what Mr. Nicolson
said. My men were as well acquainted as | was, and | have had a gun in my hand since six years ol



allowed the good shots to take rifles and the indifferent shots to takeedmarb¢lled guns which will cove
so much more spaéethey were loaded with large pellets, sixteen to the charge.

1319. Were your plans ever interfered with by any superior officBf@ver, not in any way
Whenever any information came we used to discusstlite officédt hat i s, Mr . Sadl
myself; and | think, with the exception of that one instanceMr. O 6 C o nha®mentioned, | think
that
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3;;?’;5:2;‘;‘:;381 everything was not told to Mr. O6Connor, and
" then referred him to Captain Sthimn s h . Mr . O6Connor , Captain Sta

the most intimate terms possible all the time we were at Benalla, and altHindifly that has been show
before this Commission has arisen since the capture of the Kellys.

1320.As far as you know® N o , | know everything. | know
and myself lived together like brothérsve occupied a sitting room together.

1321. How can you speak for all like thatBecause Captain Standish was never up tt
afterwards.

1322. Did you not mean to say since you left the district on the first occasion, instead of sayir
the capture of the Kelly§?Yes, that is what | meant.

1323. Concerning that, did not you sameroosip
the hoteld Yes.

1324. Dine together, occupy the same apartment at the diotel?, lived by ourselves, | say,

thought as much of Mr. O6Connor as any man |
friendship.

1325.0fficial?2d No, private. | never cared of any 1
me. He made my house his home when he came down here, and so it remained until | left Benalla or
occasion. | do not for a moment say that Captain Standies nd Mr . O6 Connor had
fichaffingd each other as we were |living toge
Standi sh was sometimes rather nasty in his #dc

1326. Was that duri ng t & ¥es.iAhdrtheyeused to have agawmperta
for half an hour, and then one would say he was sorry for it, and they would meet quite friendly next r
at breakfast. Between him and myself Idofottn k we had the slightest
a short temper, and Captain Standish used to
but it was made up the next morning, and nothing camé afritl so it went on to the érof the time. As far
as the official business was concerned, | am really at a loss to know how it can be said that Captain
did anything to prevent the Kellys being caui
when we were oretr ms of friendship said, il f Captain
Kellys. o0 He used to remark to me the indiffe
time when the subject of the Kellys was mentioned.

1327. What do gu mean by indifferet apathetic8 Yes, apathetic. He would change the subjec
something else; and Mr. Sadleir has remarked the same.

1328. Mr . O6Connor said you had sever al
indifferent® ldonotdenyMr.@ Connor 6s statement . I dare say
interest when you speak to him;o but when | F
the whole affair, and from Captain Standish down to the lowest constaflesudre that we had but one obije
in view during the seven months that | was u|

word to me at all about any chances we had thrown away, and he showed as much interest as | did.

1329. To make thm amenable to justicé?Yes, just so, to catch the Kellys. It was his thought
andnighbt hat i s, Cadpatnadi ne vSetrayn dciosnhsétsa bl ebds t her e;
were not captured was because of the squabbles between thesofficet deny. As far as | was concerne
for the seven months, | declare there was no chance thrown away that | knew of; | never threw one av
knew of, with my feeling on the subject then. | never received information without enquiring into it.

1330. Were you aware of any difference between Mr. Nicolson and Captain SténbishRfever,
not up to that time.

1331. Mr. Nicolson never said anything in your hearings®e was not up there.

1332. At any other timé? No.

1333. Did Captain Standish take ousearch party at any timé@MNever. He came out to visit m
when | was at the watch party one night; but | do not know that he did on any other occasion.

1334. How did Captain Standish employ his time at Bertalld®@ took charge of affairs, attended
all the correspondence and all the matters at-ogsdters.

1335. Was that a heavy responsibiléy? was a heavy responsibility. He had to decide betweer
different reports thatcamednn ot by hi msel f, but Mr. O6Connor

1336. You lived at the hotel at Benalla on one side of the rivefés.

1337. Are the police there at the other end of the téwries.



1338. After you had breakfast, Captain Standish went to his business at the barracks every |

and remained there all @i2d Yes.
1339. And at times in the telegraph office, and he did office duty theres.

1340. And he restricted himself to that¥Yes. He was not suited to take charge of a party of po
on account of his age and the character of his experience. Hedramkbe office thirty years, and to p
him in charge of a search party on a mountain he would have to rely on his men. The men look to the

and he would have been most unsuitable.

1341. Do you know really in your own mind why Captain Standightwip there at a1 do not.

He went up after that affair occurred at Euroa, and he found Mr. Nicolson knocked up,
do not know why he went. | think the Government insisted on his going there.

and he sent {

1342. Are you aware that Mr. Berry, aki€f Secretary, before he went to England, told him th:
he were the head of the police he (Mr. Berry) would go up and stay there till the Kellys were made al
to justice® Yes, he told me to that effect; and Captain Standish wanted to return ismmieefore he did

|l eave, and Sir Bryan Ob6Loghlen advised

him to

1343. Then for all practical purposes he was not required to remain in the Benalla distdicthot
say that. We required the brains of half a dozen men to decide upon thefatri@tters constantly comin
in. | will give one instance. The Euroa bank was stuck up by the outlaws, andthey went away

riding three bay
and one grey. For months after that we usedto get reportsfrom every side of
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the district of three men on bay horses and one on grey. The sympathisers and the lads in the coul
on purpose. | used to get one grey and three bays reported from Shepparton one day, Wodong:
Strathbogie the day after, and w@uld not allow one single iota of evidence to drop without enquiring in
when the information came saying the men had been seen.

1344. Then you believe that in the active pursuit that you were following, in going out wit
search parties, it wasecessary to have some responsible party in Benalla to conduct the corresponde
so on® No doubt of it.

1345. While you were in charge in that district of the parties that were there in pursuit of the
can you say what were the instructionghe outstations, such as Wangaratta. Could the men act on
own responsibility, and go and follow any traces when they got them; or had they to remain in till tt
instructions giving permission to go o&tNo; their duty was this: to report thefagnmation they received tc
Benalla, where we had a board of officers, and it was referred to all of us. We considered what was
done, and if we so decided, the men who got the information, were sent to enquire into it at once.

1346. Were the samastructions acted upon when you were there before Mr. Nicolson reliever
as apparently you gave to the men on the final occasidi? there was a difference because of tt
parties. There was no party large enough to go in pursuit of the Kellyy ateare but Benalla; but | woule
rather you would let me go on with my statement. The first time | was out we had men at all those
and each of them had parties.

1347. They could act independently¥es, but always consulting us first, it only tooloat five
minutes.

1348. They had to consult hegdarters first8 Yes, but it only took five minutes. | could show ti
danger of letting the men go out without letting us know at ‘ueeiters. We had six and eight and 1
parties out at the same time, ahey might meet and clash. The constables did not know each othe
might be firing into each other. We had to work the district so as to know where every man was. Sa
at Mansfield got some information from the Wombat, and he telegraphed dd&®emadia, and we gave th
directions fAGo and | ook after it yourself, ar
information irrespective of the men and sent them out to search.

1349. You must be aware that the papers have frequep st at ed t henm@ewass
that officers were not allowed to take any action till they had received orders frorgineeaders, and in ont
case there was said to be a delay of eight hours before the men could také ddtiear? all hat but | defy
anybody to say a delay of ten minutes elapsed when we got information.

1350. | can understand that hegghrters ought to know; but suppose the police at Wangaratte
to Benalla saying they received information and asking whether they wéro act , and vy
the search party, o0 and they received infor ma
arrived at the certain poivtif they were received other information, could they go on further witt
coming bak for further authority® Most certainly. | say that without any hesitation, and | do not think
could find a leader of a party who would come forward and say he was hampered in his instr
notwithstanding what has been said in the press thatthdg not go at once.

1351. | want to draw your attention to this in your printed statefhvéntt had | ong
and their men on the state of affairs, and informed them that | intended stationindrét&eks, whom |
expected from Queensland Bte nal | a, Wangaratt a, and Beechw
opinion that you had as to having blac&ckers in pursuit of the Kellyd?That is on my second occasion.

1352.You say you told them you were going to recommend that-biadkers shold be stationed a
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Benalla, Wangaratta, and Beechwérttlid you continue to have confidence in blackckers in pursuit of
the Kellys, so much so that you continued to use them on your second oatasemdut in a different
way.

1353. Were those the blatrackers that were sent for by Mr. Chomléy?es.

1354. Are they in the district now?Yes.

1355. Therefore you considered themusé&fuf?e s, t o go with partie
of these towns | would have a full party of men stationedhap if any information was received about t
Kellys, they would be in a position to go in

1356. Did that position of affairs exist upon your visit between the 12th December and the timi
you were relieved by Mr. Nicolsod?t did, with the exception of the bladkackers.

1357. Were there parties at those towns who could go in pursuit aBombefe were undoubtedly
but you are touching upon matter | will go into further on more fully.

The witness withdrew.

Adj ourned tchtomdreaw en o6cl o
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FRIDAY, 1st APRIL, 1881.
Present:

The Hon. F. ONGMORE, M.L.A., in the Chair;
W. Anderson, Esq., M.L.A,, G. W. Hall, Esqg., M.L.A,,
J. H. Graves, Esq., M.L.A,, G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,,
E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P.,

F. A. Hare furtheexamined. 1st April 1881.

1358.By the Commissiod.Will you resume your narrativd?l was saying yesterday that | nev
threw away a chance anytime | was up there, to my knowledge, and spare myself in no way. | was tc
| returned to Benalla, after an unsuccessfutdeahat | was a great fool to go out so mighat | would

kill myself.

1359. Who told you thad@Mr . Sadl ei r an Onelay.we @edeCakmg aver it

matter

, Mr . O6Connor sai d, fiCaptain

of himself, sendingyou out somu c h . 0o
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But | felt it was a disgrace to us (the police) that we could not catch the Kellys, and | strained every «
succeed.

1360. Do you by the word fAusd mean the |
individually? The police force of the colony. So it went on, until at last the cold frosty nights did near
medsl eeping without fires, and with little co-v

rugs in the morning were hard fle®d we were obliged to put them before the fire before we could fold t
up.

1361. Of course that does not refer to the time when you resumed duty, for that was on the
Decemberd No, this was when | was doing the first work, about June.

1362. The witer of the season you were thérees, | have been giving some anecdotes of
whole time | was out. | came in from my last trip about a week before | was relieved. | would draw at
to the fact that this was not an ordinary climate we were working/e were up on the mountains, and
one occasion the men went for water in the morning to make some tea, and they found this creel
running water, and we were |lying within abou-
stated smething concerning a letter that was received by Aaron Sherritt from JoedBYraehe was to mee
him at Whorouly races. | will tell the Commission the exact facts of the case. The letter was wri
peculiar phraseology that none of us here could nstaled, and it had to be interpreted by Aaron She
himself before we knew what it meant; but the purport of it was asking Aaron Sherritt to go over to Wt
race$ this is a small country racecourse on the Odeasd to meet hid the write Joe Byrné at a
certain place, as he wanted him to ride his black mare in some hurdle race. | saw the letter, and beyo
it was in Byrneds handwriting, because we ha\
Captain Standish on the subject, avel(the officers) decided what was to be done. We arranged that | s
take three of my best riders and pluckiest men, and go to the races myself. | selected three men un
the public in that part of the country, viz., Sertonstable Johnson, Cstable Lawless, and Constab
Falkner. | told them what duty they would have to perform and the information that | had receive
directed them to ride singly, as if unknown to each other, on to the racecourse. Lawless | set up with ¢
andover tdble and dice, Johnson was got up as a bookmaker, and Falkner was to act the yokel and |
the other two, the undemdover place, and to make bets on the races. | myself drove on down to the



in a buggy and mixed among the people, and theargipolice in uniform attended the races. | took all th
precautions for the purpose of preventing anyone knowing.

1363. Did Sherritt know® Of course. He was there.

1364. Did he know the three men disguisedres; he knew the arrangements altogetherixeth
amongst the people; and the ordinary constables in uniform did their duty, and did not know those me
and none of the mounted men on duty knew me, | thitliley did not recognise me.

1365. The police did not arrest your thieed trick man@ No; in little country racecourses they a
not so particular about little things of that gothere is no money made. | merely give this statement tc
Commission to show them that, if we had taken blaakkers there, no secrecy of any sort could hava t
observed we mi ght as well have stayed at home. Ne i
and one of his brothers was on the racec@ucseme down from Sebastopol, where they lived; and a nur
of their greatest sympathizers were thespalhere is another short incident with regard to this search 1
want to give you. On one occasion, about the month of May, we received information from a very |
source that the outlaws were about to visit one of their sympathisers, whotlibesfaot of a very steej
mountain and surrounded by mountains. A party
Benal l a, in a wagon, to within about t wo-Canstdble
Mays. Theyapproached the house some time in the mofhimdp out two or three
distance round for fear of the dogs alarming the house that there was some one about; they suc
avoiding the dogs, and took up a very good position, just atheveouse, where they could look down up
it and see everything that was going on. About sunrise in the morning, they observed two boys, sor
sympathizer, come out with a couple of dogs. They walked about for some time, and the men thou
were looking for cows. When suddenly the dogs came upon the tracks of the police, and followed the
hill to within about ten yards of where they were lying. The dogs, directly they saw the men, stood th
barked. The boys came up, saw the med,raturned immediately to the house. The owner of the house
came up himself, and spoke to the men. He had some dvbrds not remember exactly what they wel
however, he went back to his house, and immediately three shots were fired from the fbtisereawas ¢
hollow trunk of a tree lying upon two logs, and an axe was taken and three distinct blows given up
evidently as a signal; and you could hear the echo resounding from all sides of the hills, both the tht
and the blows upon thember.

1366. Nothing further came of thatNo, nothing further; the men left at once. Kate Kelly was th
that morning at this house, and when she came out it was evident the whole thing was blown, thr
shots and signals.

1367. Those signals, your opinion, prevented the outlaws from visiting the Butthhdoubtedly.

1368. Do you consider the object of those blows and shots was to warn them, being
neighborhood, to clear od?Yes. It was a signal no doubt.

1369. When SenieConstable Mays repted to you, you came to the conclusion that he had &
wisely, as the outlaws had cleared @ui?es; and | may say that sympathizer dogs and the dogs ¢
relations were a great nuisance to us. The next time | went to this spot, | appointed a radewitiaits and
a bag, and told him to drop a bait here and there, and let any animal that liked pick it up.

1370. Baits to destroy dogs¥es.

1371. Strychnine on a bit of meét¥es; but after that many of the dogs about the place you c
not poison ifyou tried. They always had muzzles on day and night, and used to come into Benalla v
muzzles on. | have seen Mrs. Skillian and Katey Kelly come into Benalla with dogs muzzled.

1372. What you want to convey to the Commission is this, that the Keéys so supported b
sympathizers that actually the dogs were trained so that, if strange horses came, the dogs would loc
the tracks and boys follow them @p¥es, that is it.

1373. If, in your opinion, the signals you spoke of were the meansewkming the outlaws
approaching,you must have been cognizantof the fact that you were within a very easy distance o
the
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outlaws at this particular period™No; you do not know the situation of this place. There is a very | F. A Hare,

mountain, almost impossible to go up on one side, and the range runs in a kind of horseshoe right r
sympat hi Ddeidad thelfomtofthe gully, and there is only one main entrance to the place.

1374. It struck me that you, having this infation that the outlaws were there, within, say, th
quarters of a mile? Within five miles over in those mountaths circuit of five miles. This man being i
the centre, the sound would travel five miles round.

1375. But even then you would have thenthii a very limited distancé?No; if they were within
twenty yards there you would not see them.

1376. You might not see them, but the information would be on your mind that the Kellys
within five miles radius of that spot, or legsYes.

1377. Did itnot strike you at the time that it would be expedient to reinforce your party as quic
possible and surround the neighbourhood, even with all its difficuities®uld not surround thes
mountains with 50 men. To put the cordon round that place,ld cmi do with 50 men.

continued,
1st April 1881.



1378. Do | understand you to say it would be impossible®vould have been impossible with tf
force at my disposal, or, in fact, any force you could have found. This house was situated in a plac
the Bald Hills, and the sodnwould echo all round it. | have told you the terms on which | was with
O6Connor, and now | wish to state with refer
amount of confidence in me, and, | think, by so doing, caused a goodfgealousy throughout the force
He used to consult me upon nearly all subjects that he wanted advice on, and we were always on
friendly terms. | do not think | ever had a dispute or row with him in my life. The same with Mr. Nicol:
never krew that there was any-iiéeling existing between us, and always thought that we were great fri
| know that our families were on most intimate terms; and it was not until | was ordered to Benal
second occasion, to supersede Mr. Nicolson,ttieat was even any-feeling | was aware of. He has nev
brought forward one case. He says | have thwarted him in his duty. | have no idea how | have done
was not aware of it until he told it here. He brought forward an instance, and helsatagtshowed how
thwarted him, and he thought that this was a most serious case. The fact is, | differed in opinion frc
He made a statement against a man, Constable Redding, in whom | had the utmost reliance, and
was borne out by evgnfficer under whom he served; and I, as the officer directly over the man, too
manés part, and stated what | knew of t he ma
been Inspectin@uperintendent.

1379. How long is that agowhenwas he appointe@?Some years ago.

1380. And he inspected your district onge®es; and it was on this occasion that he found fi
with this man.

1381. That was the man at Donnybrodkfes, who was subsequently killed by a young hc
falling with him. We tacked where the horse had stumbled on a stone, and the man was doubled
broke his head.

1382. You think that circumstance was purely accidedt&8ftirely. | wish to state another gre
difficulty we had to contend with the want of young smart intadient officers. We have plenty of officel
in the force, but | think there is not one of them five years under my age. The junior officers are olc
their seniors on the li@tmany of them; they have only been appointed these last four or five yearself,
for instancé | do not think | should have been sent on those parties, but | had a good knowledge
country, and was a fair bushman, and there was no one to take my place. My experience «fetveer
years was surely likely to be of more seevthan my being stuck in the bush, where perhaps a young o
would have done even better than | could do, because he was younger and had more dash in him;
behind at headuarters to assist and to arrange things there. | felt myself, whas out, that | should nc
have been oot that my service should have been of more value inside.

1383. Most of the officers at that time were men nearly as far advanced in age as ybuifss|f
some older. There were some officers sent for to come up twtimery; Mr. Drought was one. He was se
for by Captain Standish, who wanted to divide the district in the Kelly country into certadissttts, and
put an officer over each. Mr. Drought was one mentioned; Mr. Twohey was another. Mr. Drought ce
and | had some conversation with him, and he told me that he had never been on a horse in his li
once, and then he fell of f; and | said part
whatever .o |t wa smisfodune. hi s f aul t , it was hi s

1384. | suppose you know that Mr. Pewtress, one of the best officers in the service, is th
way® Well, Mr. Pewtress told me he was a very good horsénveimen he was a bdybut | never saw

him ride. As to another weak point mentioned by @ Connor , | dahgtroer enenwdid ndr
know the country. | frequently put the question to Mr. Sadlere had only recently taken charge of t
districd and | sai d, AHow i s it so few of your me

who know the country were shot.o But there v
they did not know short cuts, and we had to employ men for the purpose to take us through the bush

1385.The officer you have mentioned, Mr. Droughdlo you know how long he has been in tl
service®d | think before | was.

1386. | see he joined in 1852%¥es, | did not remember the dates.

1387. With regard to the unfitness of the men to use firearms, | would like to ask if your idee
same as Mr. Nicols@n$ No; but | will come to that byandbye if you will allow me. | have already sai
that my own men were well acquainted with arms.

1388. They principally were Bourke mén¥es.

1389. Would you not be able to express an opinion as to the @Hecad; bu | will come to that
hereafter. | now come to the eleven months that | was away from the district.

1390. Before that | want to ask one question about the district. We have heard many assert
several of the people about the Benalla district wesestsg the outlaws in one way and another. Do
know of any instance beyond the relativ®®s?es, we had reports daily of them. The people at Glenrou
or do you mean in the town of Benalla?

1391. Yesd® Yes. There was one instance | can mention, but bleéer not give the name.
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F.A Harg, 1392. Was he arrested under your instructions and put indg@s.
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1393. Then he is a near relatioa cousin of theirs? Yes. The Kelly familyare the most prolific
family | ever met in my life. There was no part of the colony from which we did not receive reports of
in every part of the colony the Kellys had a cousin, an aunt, or something. If they had not a relation, t
a sympathizewho was always talking in their favor and picking up the news; for instance, about Black
Trentham, and Avenel, and over towards Gippsland, Omeo, and other places are full of their blood r
There is no part of the colony you can mention &kthem.

1394. When you left the first time, about what number of the force was there on thedyrolueil
you left Mr. Sadleir@ | could not possibly say the number; there were large numbers of men over the
many parties; and | could not give an estenaithin thirty.

1395. In order that the question may be quite intelligible, will you explain to the Commission e
the position you were in in regard to that Nelghstern district. Though you were in charge of the No
Eastern district for the Kellbusiness, you did not do duty at Mansfi@d?did not do duty, but | hac
supervision. The whole district was wunder Cap

1396. Did you go up to Mansfield to do duty thierat that time Mr. Pewtressas there® | do not
think | was there.

1397. Did you visit the Wombat, where the constables were&hd? | was within three miles of i
one day.

1398. When you were with the search par oy
Yes.

1399. Yau di d duty from Broken Ri ver, Daws 6s
Murray® Yes; and down the Murray towards Kialla.

1400. That is nortieast from Benalla towards the MurrdyYes. When Mr. Nicolson relieved me
sat with him.

1401. On which ozasion® When he relieved me; when | gave up charge, and came down to tc

1402. Is that in Decembé&yNo; | relieved him in December.

1403. You relieved Mr. Nicolson twicd? did.

1404. When was it you are speakingdf®hen Mr. Nicolson relieved me on tfiest occasion, | sa
with him on several hours, and gave him all the information | could remember that had occurred du
stay there. | gave him the names of the agents | had in my employ; told him how they could be trus
my experience of therimongst them | gave him the name of the writer of that letter that he put in evi
her e; the one who wrote about fiDi seased stoc
working for me for some two or three months before | left; bmdll fix the dated from the date of the
sympathizers being in gaol, and just about to be discharged.

1405. That was when he begénPhat was when he began. That was my first interview with t
There was not a single thing | kept back from Mr. Nicolson ithemembered, and gave him full informatic
ond &

1406. This man speciallg?Yes, | did tell him of that. | said he was one of the most reliable m
knew.

1407. And had he been previously employed by Mr. Nicolson during hisdifine&nnot tell you
that. At any rate, he did not give me his name; | found him out myself.

1408. Why were you relieved?Because | was so ill.

1409. You were saying just now when you were relieved by Mr. Nicolson on that occasion yo
him all the information at your possessi@as was your bounden duty, and what you were paid fo
Governmentd Yes, no doubt.

1410. On the matter i n Mr. Ni col sonds evic
agents, and intimated to him what your course of proceeding washaindmongst the list you gave tt
name of the agent whom you had employed, who wrote subsequently about the &rifesir?

1411. Mr. Nicolson said when he went on duty that he found the men unaccustomed to the
arms. He has given the names of some.nNaw you mentioned certain men you had with you, nam
Mays, and men from your own district, and other men; were those men left with Mr. Ni@bIsimn? think
the majority of my own men returned to my district with me.

1412. That would be in accordanegéth orders® Yes. We had to reduce the district, and | asl
Captain Standish to let them go with me.

1413. Did Mays®@ Yes, and Mills. Falkner did not leave.

1414. Did Philipsd He was not in my party. Lawl ess
think that was all; and | think Falkner was the only one remaining.

1415. Mr. Nicolson gave the names of certain men, that were there when he returned to ¢
relieved you, who he said were unaccustomed to the arms then given out dottleeMartiniHenry rifles
and others; and he gave a list of men he had taught under his own supervision. Were any of those m«
party that you say were thoroughly accustomed to @rwas Kirkham® Yes, | looked upon him so; he we
for a short time (two or three monthis)my party.

1416. Was Moore® Never.

1417. Was Canny?He was.

1418. Was Falkne&?He was.

1419. Was Bell@ No.

1420. Was SenieConstable Irwin@ No.

1421. Was Mounted Constable Graham in your party@o not know him.



1422. Was Hugge&? No.
1423. WadArthur?® | think he was out on two or three occasions.

1424. Was this the Arthur who was at the capi@irg@s. He is one of the best shots in the colo
When he joined us and left the dep6t, the drill instructor wrote up a note when he came up to Beh

said, Alf you want a good man, pick up

Arthur

1425. Was Phillips with yod? No. He is the man specially referred to that had never fired a gun
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Mr. Nicolsond | said he had never fired off a gun.

The Witnes$. Phillips had been acting in town as orderly to the Chief Commissioner of Polic
was removed from that duty, and a vacancy having occurred in the Benalla district, he was sent up
and he had never be out on a search party up tintked left; and had only been, | think, about a few we:
at Benalla.

Mr. Nicolsond | beg to remark that it does not follow that the men mentioned as having been
shooting class were meant by me unfit to shoot. | took all the men | could get.

The Winessd | may state, in connection with that, that during the time | was at Benalla, when |
in with search parties, that | frequently let the men go out and fire for practice. | do not think | ever ¢
but the men went and had some practice, bditn tve doublebarrelled guns and also with the other weap
that were served out to each. Every man shot with his own weapon, and my men especially | used ¢
let practise.

1426. Were your men all good horsem@&r¥ell, | do not quite understand therm.

1427. Good riders® They were not all equal to the Kelfyghree were. | believe those three men
we had come across the Kellys, would have followed them, and overtaken them. Those three m
specially mounted for the purpose. The picked hoddethe district were given them. They were Cani
Falkner, and Lawless. There was also Se@ionstable Johnson, who was out with me on one or
occasions, though | did not look upon him as one of my party. You could not get better riders in the v
Australia for bush country, or more plucky men than those.

1428. Did they all leave with yod?No, only one left with m& Lawless. Canny is up there still, ar
Faulkner has come down since the capture. Now | will come to the secoadhpaeleven months terval.
Unfortunately, during this i ntdefirrvealat iMrn.s QweCc
now called, between us, and we had some communication with each other. | wrote to him, and he
me, and then it dropped, and nothimgre was heard of it. On my going up to Bergltaough | suppose i

we had met in the streetdl wgoshoomkd haee ofi €
Nicol son, Mr. Sadleir, and Mr. OO Co nmnlicolsowand Klr.
Sadl eir, and | felt rat her frightened about \
man, and we became friends immediately. From that time, | do not say we were on as friendly priva
as previously, but i r cumst ances were altered. Mr . O6Con

hotel; he had been married in the interval, so that there could not be so much private acquaint
between us; but as far as official relationship went, | spoieealy to him as | did before. | would not ha
mentioned this, had it not been mentioned, and | wish to explain my part in it. Many private conver
have been given before the Commission that | think it would have been far better to have avbided.
known all | said would have been repeated, we would no doubt have been more restrained in our int
| wish now to state to the Commission the circumstances under which | went to relieve Mr. Nicolson.
Standish came to the dep6t, ancbmfied me that | was to proceed to Benalla to relieve Mr. Nicolson,
take charge of the whole proceedings in connection with the Kellys.

1429. What daté? On the 30th of April this conversation occurred. | protested in the stroi
manner possible at nfyeing sent up again. | pointed out that there were officers senior to me, none of
had been called upon to undertake the hardship and the responsibility that | had during my sever
there, and | told him | thought that the responsibility shodldfathe senior officers.

1430. Do you mean you pointed out you ought not to be sent up on duty or that it was unfair,
over the senior officer§?l thought it unfair, passing over the senior officers, and making me go.

1431. Do vy o utowamsthem foruyaufsed?Toveards me, and their not being asked
go, and my being sent. | stated to him that on the previous occasion | had been selected to undertak
that others had failed nthat my senior had failed @and that | reaped no gfit by the duty | was sen
upon. | refer to the capture of Power, the bushranger.

1432. There is some significance | shoul d
made to me when | was sent for previous to the capture of Power, tirarger, that Mr. Nicolson and M
Montfort had reaped the benefit of the capture, and that I, who was directed to organize the whole a
still in the same position as | was then, notwithstanding the promises made by the Chief Secretary, £
Mc Cul l och. 0 You intended to direct d¥gseci al at

1433. During the time Mr. Nicolson was giving his evidence he said he had the managemen
whole organization that led to the capture of P@wdo you mean to gi& any further information abot
that®d Yes, | do, but not now.

1434. Hereafte®®? Yes. | stated then that ten years had elapsed and my position in the polict

F. A. Hare,
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was stildl the same as it was then. Hi s I depmlaw ¢
said to him, nwel |, | wi || i nsi st upon havin
position | am in.o He said, AVery well, | W i
see you.0 Hp tel engr amhled oud me t hat Mr . Ra ms
Ramsay in the Executive Council Chamber. | s
going to Benalla. | think it unfair that | should be sent up there afteralMle under gone, ¢
other statements concerning what | have gone

Hare, this Kelly business has been fully discussed by the Cabinet, and it is their unanimous decision
shoutl be sent up to take charge of affairs. | give gare blanchego do whatever you think proper, anc

|l eave you entirely untrammelled. o | then sai
decision, | suppose | must go. When do you wishtne go?0 He sai d, Al mmec
wi || you be able to go?0 and | sai d, iln a ¢
concerning this business, more especi al | yuppashk

make certain arrangements with certain peopl e
Hare, the Government will bear you out in every arrangement youdmake do as you please, and | w

see

you t h 1Op u g Manday the 3rd  of May | received

a note from Captain Standish, teling me that | need not go at once to Benalla, ar
that Mr. Nicolson had beenallowed to remain there a month longer.  About this time | wrote

F. A. Hare,
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a letter to Mr. Nicolson, to which | told him | had heard that he had been saying that | had had some
do with his removal, and that | was ambitious to take his place up there. After some dagbdaeto my
|l etter, and he said, il have been informed th
to find from your | etter that such was not th

1435. Have you that copy of the letter or the replyhave the reply. It is arjvate letter, and | dc
not care about putting it in.

Mr. Nicolsond | have the original letter, but | have no desire to produce it.

The Witnes®. My reason of writing to him on the subject was that Captain Standish told me
when he told Mr. Nicolson l&ws t o relieve him, he said, i Wk
thought the term used towards me was rather uncalled for in the position | held in the force, and the
had always worked together, and | wrote that letter to him. | told hiimhad my own way | would sta)

where | was. Shortly after this, a person wai
over with me, and endeavoured to get me to uc¢
but | will be delighted if Mr. Nicolson can arrange it himself; but after what Mr. Ramsay has said to
decline to take any further steps in the matt

1436.Mr. Nicolsond | do not wish to interrupt. Are you sure that that person called upon you
instigation?

The witnes$ | do not say at your instigation; | said in your interest. | received orders from Ce
Standish, about the end of May, that | was to proceed at once to Benalla to relieve Mr. Nicolson. Accc

on the 2nd of June I wentupthere | arrived at Benalla by the
and after some time | went to he office of the superintendent of the district, Mr. Sadleir, which was a
Nicol sondéds office. | need hgasentl upythere, gding to yebeue alsen

officer to myself, and knowing also that Mr. Sadleir was strongly opposed to my coming up there. |
into the office and shook hands with each of the officers, as | have already said. We discussed 4ll
subjects for the first half hour after | got into the office, and nothing was said in relation to the Kellys i
wished to receive charge of everything, and | was waiting for my senior officer to commence the conv
and the handing over. MNicolson took a letter from his pocket, of which this is a copy, dated Melbol
28th May 1880

MEMO.

Mr. Nicolson being aware that the Government has decided that he should be relieved from the specie
connection with the outlaws, on which has been engaged since July last, | beg to inform him that Mr. Hare will prc
to Benalla on Wednesday th& grox., to take charge. | beg that Mr. Nicolson will be good enough to supply Mr.
with all the information he is possessed of, and to bimethe names of the secimdrvice men he has been employing
late. When Mr. Nicolson has done this, he will return to Melbourne and resume the duties of Inspecting Superil
which have not been carried out for upwards for a year and half. Bheoedioubt that the country stations are in want (
thorough inspection.

(Signed)
F. C. STANDISH,
Chief Commissioner of Police.

He produced the original of that letter and commenced reading the second paragraph. He opened tl
of the table hewasst t i ng at, and pulled out a sheet of
with one exception. o Then he went over this a
or the other had been overpaid a pound or so, or anythitigokind. He then referred me to some papt
He sai d, ifHere are the papers connected with



sent to Mr. Nicolson from his agents, not those that the clerks had any connection with, butltivae had
| presume, Mr . Sadl eir had read, and they wel
letters here from a certain agénfnaming himp It hi nk | wi | | take them
that, let me have the benefto t hem to read them over. d He th
Sadl eir, wildl you tell the rest. o To confirm

certain extent, but ther e ar aevideNe of witantdey saiv.rButd wi
produce a little book in which | made a minute that evening. When | went to Benalla | intended to
record, as far as | coul d, of each daybs W o
commencedn this little diaryd [showing a bodl and it is continued in this book, which was sent dowr
me by Mr. Sadleir, without my asking for it,

by the early train; f o onordn theioffice.l Nicalson gav® and the mames
special men engaged by him, letters from them and said Sadleir would tell me everything. He told n
about ten minutes. Saw SerBronst abl e Kel ly that eveni ng.abwas
written that afternoon i mmediately after it o
was told, who came down from Beechworth specially to be engaged by me.-Sengtable Kelly told me
that he made an appointment with Hionmeet me at a certain spot at Benalla that evening. | went to tha
and remained for half an hour and he did not put in an appearance. | went up to the railway station as

was going, thinking he might be going away from there, and | foumd hi her e . I had
conversation wiandbohiwmhy |l disédidot igou keep your
il am not going to work for you.o0o | said, #fWh
Governmentvhen you were | ast up here. o This agent
coming to the district. | sai d, il had nothin
you, and subsequently you came with an accoumohe 2z 30 or z40, a | arge
went up to the Upper Murray. o | sai d, A had
have you discharged. I did not see you iwhevma sy
| said, Al can tell you it was nothing of the
would continue working for me. o6 He said, Al v
away, and have never seen him since. | sent that telegram that afternoon to Detective Ward to corr
from Beechworth to Benall a. He arrived in the
Hare, do you know that Mr. Nicolson has dischdrgé the agents up at Beechworth. He sent a telegrar
last nightto Senie€Const abl e Mul |l ane, and he told me tha
79
1437. Had you the agent that wr 0d es;avillcaneto: F. A Hare,
that. Ward said, fil thought it strange he dj  continued

do with the working of the Kelly affairs up at Beechworth; he is merely in charge of the Beect
station. 0 said, sBArehgyotebsegeam@dbdHgosai d,
conversa occurred outside of Mr. Sadl eir¢
to the e to Mr. Sadl ei r , boatthe telegram ¢hat r. Niaplso
Mul l ane to discharge all|l the agert
e has.o |I than called to the c¢lgmam]
being sent to Beechworth yesterday by Mr. Nic

1438. Who was the cler&?Senior Constable Smyth. | then, | believe, sent to the telegraph offi
see if any telegram was sent to Beechworth from there, and the reply came backo, t her e
you, | am not positive of this; but it is in my belief that | did send, and then | went back to Detective
and said, Al can find no record whatever of
Nicolson might lave sent it from the railway station telegraph office. | asked him what time it came
said, Aln the evening Mullane told me about i
handed this over t o mthe exeningdmsend thételdgmro to this effectt | car
understand it. o

1439. Did you ascertain about the railway station telegdaM@, | had no time. The Commissia
can send to Senig€onstable Mullane for the original telegram. | never saw it; | leatinme to ask for it; but
it can be sent for. And | would like to have it produced, and see where and at what hour it was s
agents in this district included Aaron Sherri
receiving payfrom the Government at this time.

1440. Was this man, the fAdiseas&Mo. stocko 1

1441. He was employed at that tideYes; not under wages at that day, but Aaron Sherritt wi
would point out to the Commission how embarrdsisevould have been if that order had been carried
without my knowing anything about it. | sent Detective Ward back to Beechworth, for fear anything
be done, to stop all proceedi ngs. I s a iisdo b¢ made
till you hear from me. | am in charge of the
occupied my time in reading up the papers in the office. There were hundreds telegrams and docum
an immense number @fivate letters which were lying there, which | have referred to, and | read, |
every one of them.

=
> O —T 0o —

1st April 1881.



1442. In what condition were théya state of muddIé?N o , beauti fully ¢ti
tied up consecutively, and orderly arranged.

1443.Mr. Nicolsond You said they were lying about.

The Witnes® | meant lying in the drawer, in good order and all tied up carefully. | may say |
never had a word of communication with Mullane from the time | left, either by word or letter. Among
pape s in the office were a number written by
one that Mr. Nicolson has put in here was left behind, but, if not, there were a great number of a
description; and | saw, when Mr. Nicolsonsmvgiving his evidence the other day, that he had five or
letters in his hand by the same writer, which he put by and did not put in evidence. Those letters | r

the Commission to get him to give up. | saw them.
1444 Mr. Nicolsond | shall be veryhappy to produce them. | produce that one | did as the |

significant.

1445.By the Commissiod.Were they official documents belonging to the Government?

Mr.Nicolsond Well, | left them with Mr.Hare, the whole of them.

1446.The Witnes$. Do you refer tadocuments sent to Mr. Nicolson in his official capacity?

The Commissiof.Yes, of course; Government documents, for which the Government paid.

1447.Mr.Nicolsond Do you consider they belong to the Government?

The Commissio#.| do.

1448.Mr. Nicolsond After this was all over, those documents, especially that about the ar
were very important to me, and | requested Mr. Sadleir to send them down to me for my custody; a
were very important to me.

1449.The Commissiod. The originals?

Mr. Nicolsond Yes

1450.The Commissiod.You obtained those letters through Mr. Sadleir because you thoug
would be necessary to have them furnished to you in order to make your statement?

Mr.Nicolsond Yes.

1451.The Commissiod.Have you returned those papers to MdIS&?

Mr. Nicolsond No.

1452.The Commissiod. You obtained those documents from Mr. Sadleifficial documentd to
assist you to make the statement to the Commission?

Mr. Nicolsond No, to preserve them for the Commission.

1453.The Commissio.Did you askMr. Sadleir to supply you with special letters and docume
in his possession relating to the Kelly capture?

Mr. Nicolsond Only these in particular, not the special ones.

1454.The Commissiod.Have you, since you made use of them for the purpose yownebtdiem
for, returned them to Mr. Sadleir?

Mr. Nicolsond No.

1455.The Commissiod. You obtained them to make your statement?

Mr. Nicolsond No, for their preservation.

1456.The Commissiod. All the documents relating to the Kelly capture should have betamed
by the officers as official documents.

Mr. Nicolsond All the documents were retained there.

1457.The Commissiah They would be retained by the officer in charge?

Mr. Nicolsond Yes; | left them with him.
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1458.The Commissiod. Would it be the duty of the officer in charge to take charge of all paper:
came into his possessian?

Mr. Nicolsond Yes.

1459.The Commissiod. Then, in fact, you have taken extra precautions that these particular
should be preserved?

Mr. Nicolsond Yes.

1460.The Commissiod.Have you done the same with any other oféigeept the one at Benalla?

Mr. Nicolsond No, not at all.

1461.The Commissiod.Have you sent any communication to Sergeant Mullane, at Beechwor
send you any special paper in his possession?

Mr. Nicolsond No, | have not, that | am aware of; | havedsabthing to Mullane at all.

[Mr. Nicolson was requested to hand in the papers in question, and also that if he had an
original documents to return them to the offjce.

[The letters were handed Jn.

The Witnesgexamining the lettej | was undertie impression there were more letters than th
but no doubt, these are all, as Mr. Nicolson says.

1462.The Commissioto Mr. Nicolsor).0 Did you write as Chief Commissioner for the letters, or
a private person?



Mr. Nicolsond Entirely as a private pgson, because | was deeply interested in them.

1463.By the Commissiofio the witnessd You now say you have read all those letters; did you
one dated 12th July 18807

The Witnes§.] donoét know.

1464. Here is a letter to Mr. Nicolson on 12th July 188Ghis; how could you have seen thatr?
hope | will have an opportunity of seeing them.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to Tuesday next, at EI
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TUESDAY, 5+ APRIL 1881.

Present:

The Hon. F. bNGMORE, M.L.A., in the Chair;
J. H. GravesEsq., M.L.A,, G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,,
W. Anderson, Esq., M.L.A,, G. W. Hall, Esq., M.L.A.,
E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P.

F. A. HARE further examined.
F. A. Hare,

5th April 1881. 1465.By the Commissiod.| think you complained that Mr. Nicolson had withdrawn all the agent
thatpart of the district® Yes; the Beechworth district. This is from the Benalla Railway Telegraph Stati
SeniorConstable Armstrong:iBenal | a Rai |l way Station, June 2,
station. Withdraw the watch party, and senenthto duty. Any further orders from Superintendents Har
Sadleir. Detective Ward already instructed that no further authority for money or supplies for Tommy
friendsd ( Sd.) C. H. Nicolson, A.C.P.O

1466. Have you seen this befadePonly saw it yeterday.

Mr. Nicolsonasked to give an explanation at this point.

Mr. Hare protested against such a course.

The Chairmarstated he thought it would do for Mr. Nicolson to give his desired explanation late

1467.The Witnes$.| wish to point out that Inever saw this telegram till yesterday. | made
statement that Detective Ward came down to me and then said that-Gemstable Mullane had receive
instructions to pay off all the agents, and that Ward said he thought it was an extraordinary thivhg 1
Nicolson had communicated with Mullane on the subject, while he had the full charge of all those thinc

1468.By the Commissiod.Having seen the telegram, does it contain the inconvenient instruc
that you gave it credit fod? Not to the extent @it Detective Ward led me to believe.

1469. There is nothing in it that was damaging to you as officer in command of the force
time® | think when this telegram was sent after things were handed over to me, and no record of it le
office, it was an unusual course, and of course | believed what Ward told me, that he had receiv
instructions from Mullane.

1470. Having seen that now, is there anything in the instructions calculated to damage your
there at the time® Here is the thig most extraordinary for Mr. Nicolson to give instructions to withdraw
watch party that was watching that certain place.

1471. What was the watch padtywhere was it® | do not know; | got no information from Mr
Nicolson, as | have already stated. Yae $e tells Ward to withdraw the watch party at six in the ever
whereas he handed over everything to me at on

1472. Will you now resume your narratideYes. For the first two or three days of my stay
Benalla | occupied my time reading tipe papers in the office, and obtaining all the information | cc
possibly get on the subject of the Kellysl had a long conversation with Mr. Sadlehe first afternoon,
who assisted me in every possible way, and gave miaalinformation in his power. | conversed with
the different norcommissioned officers and constables | came across, and obtained their views on t
upon | was engaged. Most of Mr. Ni c o | sommuhisationswith his agents were by word of
mouth and
not in writing, and the information | obtained from documentsin the office was very scant and of
not much servicetome.l now go to the | et t Amosgsttheletterhie théi di s
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office handed over to me by Mr. Nicolson wer FAHare,
cannot say for certain the number, but, as far as my recollection goes, | should fancy there were at Stﬁ?“r?lufgjél
or twelve. There is one letter here lvee saw. It is addressed to Mr. Nicolson after the Glenrowan a P '
that is July 13th; and the other three, dated February, Match, and May, | may ha¥d &eee no

recollection of having seen them, because | went through numbers of letters and pénerthege three



days.

1473. What is the date of the one you did not3ehfly 13th; a letter addressed to Mr. Nicolson
answer to a communication of his. There were a large number of other letters from different agent
were some from Joe Byrne &6 , and Ned Kelly t@ o , and from the outlaws to Detective Ward.

1474. Are those letters obtainakiel? presume so; | left them in the office when | came aw
together with letters of this descriptidrwhether they are there still | do not know. There was® some
letters from another agent that Mr. Nicolson wanted to take away when he left, and | begged him
them for me to peruse, and take them after when he thought fit. His communications were very volu
He is not mentioned here.

1475. Didyou see then® Yes. | saw them and read them all. | then started round the district 1
the noncommissioned officers in charge of the principal stations, and | had long talks with them on tf
of affairs, and informed them that | intended statigrback trackers, whom | expected from Queenslan
Benalla, Wangaratta, and Beechworth. | also told them at each of those towns that | would have a 1
of men stationed, so that if any information was received about the Kellys they would pesiti@an to go
in pursuit at once, and all | wished them to do was to communicate by telegram with me previous
starting off, so that | might know in which direction they had gone.

1476. That was simply to communicate the information to you, netibfor a reply® Of course
they would wait for an answer. Undoubtedly | would allow nobody to go out, or rather, if there
telegram | would expect them to let me know, and while their horses were being saddled | could gi
the necessary inforrtian. There is always an officer in Benalla, and the telegraph office is within 100
of the police station. For instance, there was a party at Yarrawonga and there was no telegraph st:
those men got permission to go whenever they got infasmahfter a few days | returned to Benalla a
started off two or three parties of men, who had been taken on specially in the police force in conseq
their knowledge of the country and the outlaws.

1477. Are they in the service nodvXes, | will mention them in a minute. | directed them to obt:
private horses and to go into the country they knew best, and knock amongst their friends and rel
order to see if they could get any information concerning the outlaws; they might go where edegniik
remain out as long as they thought fit. There was a man of the name of McHenry, a constable, who
taken on especially for his knowledge of a certain part of the King River country, that is to ¢
Dodongadale. He had relations in thatritist and | thought | would endeavor to work the district as Aa
Sherritt had worked his district when he was the agent for the Kellys. | gave this man his discharge s
could show it to anybody that doubted he had left the service, and he vagnindevthis country to find ou
what information he could get, and communicated under an assumed name to me through the pc
anything that he heard. | received several communications from him, perhaps three of four. | also se
of the name ofConstable Canny and Constable Falkner into the country that Canny was thor
acquainted with. They went to a squatterds st
place, and they went about the country that was known to Gasakyng for information, and from time t
time they communicated with me also. About three days before Sherritt was shot, they returned to
with some important information they had picked up from a Chinaman. | wanted further information
subject, and sent Falkner back, and during the time that he was away Sherritt was murdered
Glenrowan affair came off. He subsequently told me that he obtained full information of what | requ
you wish it | can tell you what it was. It was thaChinaman (not aware that those men were police) 1

got into conversation with, and the subject
outl aws are out of the country, they ar;&ellupat:
Buckl and; get supplies from Chinamen. o He sa
pack horses and take their supplies. But do
burnt, my garden destroyed andewt hi ng, you are not to say a

certain as to whether it was the Buckland or some other locality he referred to, and | sent Falkner ba
| received information also that the Kellys were dependent in a greaturseapon the blood relations.
should say not the Kellys, but the outlaws; | mean, when | say Kellys, the gang altdgathtieir blood

relations for their provisions. I sent a par
that was put there. | sent a party of police
mil e and half of Wangaratta. And | pl aced f ol
The orders given to the three parties wibia they should never leave the hodsesh at i s t o

house and Glenrowan police staoduring the day, and of a night on leaving, if they were to go a
singly and meet at some appointed place, and they were not to go until an hourter darkf that they
were to endevor to keep at such a distance from those houses, so that they should not be observt
returning in the morning to the different places, they were to return singly, and at intervals between
them, before daybek. The four men, as you know, were in the house of Aaron Sherritt up to the tirr
he was shot. The Wangaratta party kept watching up to the very morning that we met the ou
Glenrowan. They, on returning, heard the shooting, which was nineamilg® the shooting at Glenrowar
The Glenrowan party removed the Saturday previous to the Glenrowan affair, in consequence of C
Bracken coming in to me and telling me that the weather was so desperately cold and wet that, u
men were takeoff duty, the four of them would have to go to hospital. You see the very places thai
those watch parties were the two very places:cs
behaved as they did; and if the other party had not beeovesl the previous day, the outlaws would he
found four more men there too.
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1478. Is it not possible the Kellys came in consequence of the police not bein@ tNerehey

were not aware, for what took place at Sherri
people moving in the house, they asked Mrsadl
think those are the names of Sherti 6 s t wdoa nbdr osthhee rssai d, AiNo, it i
1479. You have just made use of the expre:
had not behaved as they did at [ohienrofthetevidercé?bly
opinion is different to Captain Standisho6s.

Kellysd one or the other. By the way, | will describe the house to you when | came to it, how the hot
situated.

148). Do | understand you to say, when you say they ought to die, that, in your opinion, as
officers when they came in the face of, or near approach to, the outlaws, they should have ma
amenable to justice, or failed in the attempt by deattir@raise® May | withdraw this part of my evidenc
so as to bring it out fully in another place, as | intended. This is the reason that | think made the Kelly
out on that occasion; it was the cause | had always thought in my own mind, my stoppisgghkes by
having the parties at Skillionb6s, Har t-&newnfaatiy
everybody at Glenrowan that the Sunday the Kellys were there, that Ned Kelly mentioned my n
particular over and over again.hyhe should have had a down on me | do not know; he spoke of it wh
first arrived. He said, 0lo®dstpaercet.oor Hia rsep ook ea ntd
he spoke to Bracken about it; and when Mr. Curnow stopped the alrgiee and he said only a few word:
he said Kelly was going fAito get the inspector
trackers; but in particulérthose were hiswordsh e woul d get ft hat inspe
at Benallaup to Sunday 27th June, | heard nothing positive concerning the movements of the ¢
although their agents and sympathizers were particularly active. | was privately informed that the
were about to commence some outrages that would not dolyists Australia, but the whole world. | me
here state that | had interviews with Aaron Sherritt about, | think, four of five days after my arrival at B
I met him in Beechworth with Detective Ward, about a mile or two out in the bush; we nevarthetown.

| said to hind i Aar on, I a @ (of avurse,yl shook hahds with &im fidtfit hat vy o1
wor ked wel | since | l eft the district,; you h
Detective Waré fi | coulrk fotr wdat crankie Scotchman, o

promised before | left that he would work for him, and do what he could do for him. Hefsditle u s
lose his temper with me sometimes, and distrusted me in everything; alddhinol did not care abou
working fodiWélm. 06 wheatai@bout the od8fiThwyg, awbe
and he promised me that he would set to work with all his might, and endevor to let me capture them.
allalongfili ssh you to capture them, Mr . Har e, and
you, as to all this statement, the man is dead, but Detective Ward was present, and can corrobor
word | say or otherwise. He séidi Be y o n d d o uhbve thgmdoaforesldng, because they have t
knocking about this part of the district for

his advice about the four men watching in his place. Issdiddo you thi nk it tiher
He said i No , I do not. I do not know any better
except my wi feds mot her, and they are not I

him | was sorry that he had got marriddring my absence; that was because of his relations, fathe
mother, were much opposed to his marrying a Roman Catholic, as they were Protestants. | ha
conversation with him, and that is the substance of what he said, and what | said te kefh. &hd returnec
to Beechworth. | was at Beechworth exactly a week before Aaron Sherritt wéstkboBaturday. | sav
Detective Ward, and | had reason to think tha
properly.

1481. Do yolknow the names of those four ménRo, | have not got hem. | telegraphed for tiderr
[looking at a telegraid No, | have not got them. The man in charge was Sewinstable Armstrong, an
one man was named Duross, and two others | do not remember the nanses. d§ t o War d,

somet hing about that party,o and | fancied fr
sai d, Awel | , I -.wiidHt staryd fatomeihghte da®cl ock th
and lwi | | go down to the place myself just to s
was starting Ward said to me, AfYou need -baorelled:
gun and my revolver)urlreaodyverfiYiou yawm I iake.
Beechwort h. | got down there a little after

shapé [drawing the samie The house is about the size of this room we are in, about the sagtie, land
perhaps not quite so wide, with a partition in the centre of weatherboard and canvas door which for
bedroom.

1482. Thirty feet long® About that, thirty feet by twelve, and with a fireplace at one end, and o
opposite end was the bedmoThe house is situated about fifteen or twenty yards from the Eldorado
road from Beechworth. | had never been there

1483. Is it fenced in® No, nothing; no fence whatever, just on a hillock of rockyugah amongst



some | ow timber, not very |l arge trees.

remaining in the road myself. Ward was away longer than | thought he ought to be, and | heat

whispering. | made my horse springfaw d t o see what it was, and
and one of the constables, one of the men whose name | do not recollect, came forward to speak
heard Ward say, AiThere is Hare down ethingeaseviongi As
I say, lwentupatonéel sai d, AWhere is Armstrong?0 He sc¢
AWith Aaron Sherritt.o | said, AWhere are the
sai d, i Wh amto ameen ydou ng here?0 One of them ans
go when he went, but | sai d, AWhy did Ar mstr

there was something wrong by ¢ hreamanldésdaomamaote!
take me down to where these men are?0 iOh,

| sai

to remain at the hut with the horses, and | would go down with these men to where Aarohteals two

with me; | left the
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other two behind, Duross and the other. One
to think of it; and | sai d, AwWhy?o6 He said,
water across the creelo | sai d, ifiLead the way; | et me go

went through the creek, and got up to my waist. This man was a long time taking me to the spot; lost
once or twice on the way. | do not know whether he didriafpurpose or not, | thought at the time he ¢
and at | ast we came to within fifty yards of
watched there before. He said, fAYes; 0 andedr i
He sai d, fil do not know where Armstrong i s,

within thirty of forty yards of Byrneébés door.
I call ed out , hefe&xplamiat| dever called hgnhAaron when | was out, and in sendil
the telegrams we invariably used the name AT
AfMoses, 0 so that the telegraph pe ogdlhiem omthegdot anc
beckoned him to come with me; and we went up in the bush away about 10 yards. Just at this tir
Armstrong as | was wal king up; he came towar
this?06 He s aispbke toiyduhattherhat told yoh a lte, sir. | was collecting some wood \
you were at the hut, and directly | heard you had gone down to the party | followed, and | reached t!
before you did. o I called theg meaerd luim,g ared sluc:
word to say for himself. | gave him a great rating at the time, and told him he ought to be ashe
hi msel f; and then | had a |l ong talk with Aar
her e s0aiHe ifThe man in charge is an excellent
world. o Armstrong was there, and | sai d, i We |
remaining here?0 He s aetagetthen' i they aré in theomountaias; thew &
come to their motherds place to get provisio
woul d you do; what is your plan of oper ainitheyn
were the outl aws, if Aaron told me they were
a good blowing up. o

1484. About what day wasth# E x act |y t he Saturday before
house.

1485. Was theutlawry act then in operatiod?Undoubtedly. Perhaps the Board are not aware |
it became inoperative as soon as Parliament dissolved. The Governor gave the dissolution on the
and on the Monday morning the outlaws were shot; it was in opengtida that Saturday morning, ar
directly the House dissolved that Act expired.

1486. It was the following day the affray took pla@e@n the following Monday.

1487. You consulted Aaron Sherritt as to the qualifications of thé rd@hhe express any opinio
as to the other§?He implied as much, he did not think much of the other three, they were all equal ir
| thought Armstrong was a good man, and | did not think much of the other two, deceiving me in tl
they had done. This was the night | refdrt® in my former evidence. | spoke to Aaron Sherritt ¢
subsequently to his wife about lying out in the cold without his coat. He was lying under a tree, anc
lie there until four or five the next morning. The ice was on the water that morningtilbbe was lying
there from eight in the evening till that time. | made him (Aaron) walk back towards his house, whit

about a mile or a mile and half from Mrs. By
much about of the other 8ir r i t t 6s house. It was towards 1
Beechworth way, where he lived previodsly e ar hi s mot her 6s house. H
long conversation about affairs, and he seemed very confident about thef rgutinly stuck to it, and |
told him what we were doing about the other hodsddsar t 6 s and Skill i onds.
success, so much so that when he brought me up to the river in going to his house, | made him wall
the river because he r i ver was full of hol es, and he

Aaron, come up and get a cup of tea at your v
asked him to go to the hMuBlae, this i$s Saturdag nightHand | snasit
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back

at once to the men. o | thought to mysel

month® is this put on or is it realify so | sat on the bank of the creek to see whether he did r
afterwards, and remained, | suppose, about a quarter of an hour just to test him, and | could hear
going further and further up in the direction of the ranges, and | left confident that his whole heart a
were in the work. | went back andund Detective Ward there, and | had a cup of tea myself. As |
before, this was on the previous Saturday, the very time that Joe Byrne and Dan Kelly were a
Sherrittds house. | do not think it i 06 Sheéeritt.oTver
police reported it so, but it is generally believed that Joe Byrne and Dan Kelly were the only two, t
Ned Kelly and Steve Hart were at Glenrowan at
had left Aaron Shertitd s house be at Gl enr owan, gal l opin
o6cl ock; the distance i s, | should think, ahb
complained to Ward about the behaviour of Duross and the othgtiabtey and he told me that immediate
after | had left with the men that took me down, Armstrong appeared, and he told him to tell the
once, and what he was doing. Well, | took no further notice of the matter; | gave them a good blow
and| thought that was sufficient. When men are on that sort of duty you cannot be as severe as in t
in town here, because you have not men to replace them, you must make news of the material you h

1488. Armstrong was not with them in the firsag¢ with Sherritt® No, Sherritt was watching
alone. As regards of shooting of this men, | have heard the evidence of Captain Standish, but I thi
was a great blame attachable to those four men, and | do not think there ever was an enquiry #itert

beyond
since.
Sunday

the coronerds inquest. | was wounded t
Another thing those men did. The infec
at twel ve déreasthey Weresmck uprathetBeemniheand eleven p.m. |

the men should have done more than they did. | do not think they ever fired a shot.
1489. That is certaid?ls it. They got into the bedroom, a part of the building that is divided by
of canvas, and they remained there without doing anything.
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1490. Do you know if it is true that they secreted themselves under thé bed?not know at all
what they did] know merely from the report they gave they were in the chamber that was used as a be

1491. Did you ever hear such a thiigl?am not certain that | did; in all probability the bed wa:
most rustic one, and it was probably what they would do.

1492.Is it true they were not with sufficient arndésNo.

1493. What arms had théyDoublebarrelled guns each of them, and revolvers; we allowed
men to select their own arms. They were well provided with arms in my opinion, and | fancied at o1
that the could have knocked out the bark at the back of the house, but | found out afterwards, as | ha
above, that the house was weatherboard, not bark. The door was running right throughdlikediting
the samp here is the fireplace, here is thedroom.

1494. There would have been no difficulty in forcing their way out of the hut under
circumstances? | should think not, under the desperate circumstances.

1495. Do you know whether the police fired at@&ll?am not aware that they did; | dot think that
they did.

1496. Is your own opinion of what you have read, or your memory, that Byrne did know the
were there or no&? | believe they did not know the police were there from the questions they put tc
Sherritt; when they heard teoi se of the guns or rattle insi
been them, | suppose they would have shot them also.

1497. They would not approach the hut if they knew the police were &h&le?l am sure they
would not. And those fououtlaws would no more have thought of approaching the hut than flying. O
24t h June | received a communication from Cap
to be sent back to Queensland.

1498. Before you go from that, in your pieus paragraph where you say they were particul.

active, and you were fAprivately informed tha
woul d not only astoni s hd yAwhsave noadivensany infoumatiort as ® wibah
nature of that information wa8?”The very words | have said, ATEF
wi || not only astonish Australia, but the who

1499. You have no particulars of the nature of thatiernded outragé&?Nothing whatever, not the
small est conception of what it was to be. The
Aiboys. o6 | had but one Queensland black of our

into his detachment when he was here, and on leaving he gave him back to the Victorian Governmr
there was another at Mansfield of the name of Spider. | telegraphed for the one at Mansfield to be s«
to Benalla at once, so that | might have twaxkers in case anything happened before Mr. Chomley, whc
gone to Queensland for a fresh supply of trackers for our force, returned, as | did not expect him bac
eight or ten days.

1500. You telegraphed, so that you might have the two trackerBenallad Yes, at my
headquarters, in case anything occurred betw



Choml ey. On Sunday the 27th of June | was at

telegrams from all thetations in the district that everything was quiet. | made an appointment wit
telegraph master to be at the office again at
memo. from the railway telegraph office to go to the ganéslegraph office, as there was import:
information for me there, and a memo. had been sent to the same effect to the telegraph master. | lo:
in going there, and received a message from Beechworth, that Aaron Sherritt, in whose housewdiat 1

party, had been shot the previous evening at
together as to the best course to adopt. First of all we decided to give Captain Standish all the inforr
our possession, and ask m t o request Mr . O6Connor to ret

Afboys, 0 as we considered they might have a go

1501. What time was th&?That was about half a s t t wo o06cl atavés the first
notice | got and we decided at once that was the first thing we would do. Mr. Sadleir suggested 1
O6Connor should be sent for, and | agreed to
that evening | received telegram from Captain Standish, informing me that he had written out tc
O6Connor asking him if he would return to th
would send him up by the first train on Monday morning. | repiigill f. MdP6 Connor doe
night, it is no use his coming at all; and | will take my two blacks with my party, and startroff tg h t
answer to that | got a telegram from Captain
hewoul d | eave town about ten odclock. | then t
be got ready for me at Benalla, and asking whether | might take that as a pilot efidireeMr. Sadleir also
says he suggested to me, but | domeabllect whether he did or not. If he says he has a recollectioh béit
claims to have recommended that | should send for the black trackers, get the pilot, and that he also
go with the party to Beechwoidhif he did, | do not contradictiiCa pt ai n St andfiAhg
idea, there is no knowing what desperate deed the outlaws may now be guittyeok e a pi | o
his words. The whole afternoon, Mr. Sadleir and | were engaged in the telegraph office warning
stations tobe on the alert. At places where they were no telegraph offices we sent private messeny
convey the information of the outrage at Beechworth, and to be on the alert hlsent myself to the
railway station, which was about a mile or a milel anquarter from the telegraph office, where we had t
engaged the whole afternoon, and made arrangement with the-staster there about the engines, and t
they were to be relieved at Wangaratta and the different places. | think there is atdifideenf engine use
between Wangaratta and Beechworth to that between Benalla and Wangaratta. Thenasiéomenderec
me every assistance in his power, and compiled with every request that | rhad@anged to have the truck
all ready forourbr s es, so that we would go up by the
Beechworth. | then returned to the telegraph office, where Mr. Saddeirremained during my absence, ¢
made arrangements for horses, provisions, and everything wud require, to g o
to Beechworth,as that was the nearestpoint that the railway went to Aaron
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Sherrittds house. My idea was that we would F. A Hare,

horses at once, and go downtotNe ol shed where Aaron Sherritt g continued

pick up what information we could there. | selected Seoimstable Kelly, and Constables Arthur, Bar
Gascoigne, Canny, Kirkham, and Phillips to accompany me, leaving a party lshialteady equippec
with two black trackers, for Mr. Sadleir, at Benalla, in case anything occurred whilst we were
Beechwort h. Having completed alll my arrangem
before | s t aak in ¢he mornikg, | washat theadlvweal siation, had the horses put in the ti
and waited the arrival of the special, which, | think, arrived atfhadfs t one or t wo o

arrived, Mr. Rawlings, a gentleman whom | had only once seeny life before, asked me to allow him 1
travel in the train, as he had a free pass on the railways, and he would not be defrauding the Gove
told him I had no objections to his doing &

Benalla, with his five fiboys, o6 and | think t]
ladies in the train also. One of the engineers at Benalla came to me before we started and told me
wished me to put a man on the pietgine, one of my men, to keep a lemkt to see if there was anythir
wrong with the line. | selected Constable Barry. | did not put him, as is generally supposed, on the b
the front of the engine, but | put him alongside of the boiler, stangingo that he could see at least ter
fifteen yards in advance of the engidiever and stoker, and | fastened straps so that he could hold or
them; | did not fasten his body. After this, there was some alteration as to the engine that was piltc
and the next engineer declined to let the man go upon it. He said it was very dangerous position to
in, and in case of anything occurring the man would be killed, and | withdrew him. The engine that t
up Mr . O 6 C o n nas pilét,sas they bhad brokemeheit brake, and they attached avamalan to
the engine. With reference to this pilot, | may state to you a bit of information that occurred not this tit
| have it in my recollection of the previous time of my beipghere, and it will come in as the reason | tc
the pilot. About the time that the sympathizers were being remanded from week to week, we receive:
from some of the agents stating, with other information, that the outlaws intended to blowtnaintiéth

dynamite about a certain period. Just at this period alluded to, something went wrong with the te
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wires; at a certain hour every night in Benalla the wires refused to act, they could not waikttieeenwas
no communication between Bermland Beechworth, or, | should say, there was a stoppage be
Tarrawingee and Beechworth. The Government were informed of it, and Mr. Woods, who w
Commissioner of Railways at that time, took steps to protect the line in certain dangerous piabeshad
men watching them for some tidhe think for three months they watched the heskee bend coming dow
a very step incline from Beechworth. They sent up best telegraph men, who were enquiring into the ¢
and could not find the reason of @enerally, it was supposed every night, a piece of wire was thrown
the main wire, and a ground connection made, and they could not work the wire. Men were sent eve
examine the line and nothing could be discovered, and they sent up somdeaidihg telegraph men ii
Melbourne to try and discover what was the cause of the stoppage, but to this day it has ne\
explained. On Friday evening, during this week | have alluded to, we were all going up to Beechwc
police constables, theitmesses, and the reporters from Melbodr@enumber reporters were going up
Beechworth of that Friday evening, during the week the stoppage was going on, and when we hes
the dynamite. Just as we were leaving Benalla, a message was sent thatnthe wires had stoppe
working, and that there was no communication with Beechwatttlat the same stoppage that had occul
all the week occurred on that night just as we were leaving Benalla. We had the train crowded,
consulted together whatas best to be done; we were in a great fix, and we decided we would go,
events as far as Wangaratta, to see if the line was open between Benalla and Wangaratta, ot
Wangaratta and BeechworthThere was no intermediate station between Bsedf and Wangaratta, an
when | got to Wangaratt a, the man said, i We
B e n al Than. My. Sadleir and | consulted again as to what was to be done, and we said we wou
far as Tarrawingee; we had aperator from town with us in the carriagélVe got to Tarrawingee; ther
was no telegraph master there, and there was no communication from the wires to the détiamere
very much perplexed to know what to do, to give the alarm to the pass®rigerght be a false alarin

and | went up to the statema st er and | sai d, A Wil | y o u Hesadp
ANo, | have no pawdar ffid o isupe&rintendent of
fi £ a n n o thendushed forward to the train to the engihe i v er , and | sai d t
of police, and | want you to stop the train till | tell you to g@ dhere is something wrong with the line,
f e a Eveybody by thistme had egun t o call out in the trai
keeping us h e rtevorfed me cenkiderablyj agchther® Icconsulted with the telegraph ofl
who came with us from town, a e dp aboee trer,il chn tellovhetm
the current is going through, by putting the

could, at a point away from the statiorThis all took time, and all the people were yelling at us in e\
diredion. When he got the wire between his teeth, he said the current was through between Tarrawil
Beechworth. We decided to go on and to chance it; and we did chance it, and fortunately it cam:
right, and the line was never stopped after tigtitn We subsequently got some information that the outl
did not know how to work the dynamite; whether it was true or not | do not know; | merely giv
information we received. That was the reason we decided to take precautions on this occasiamdk
they might tamper with the line. This has not been known till this moment, because we did not want 1
the passengers on the line, they were alarmed enobijh.party already mentioned joined the train
Benalla, and just as | was startingaisked the statiomaster to give me the key of the carriage, fear
something might occur on the line, and he did so. The pilot engine started, | think, about five minute:
our train. We went along pretty rapidthe ordinary pace, and when withabout two miles of Glenrowal
stati on, I was sitting in the carriage with
thought it was a strange thing the engine should whistle here. | put my head out of the carriage anc
three ed lights at the tail of the pilot engine. | at once took my debhteelled gun down from the rack, p
a couple of cartridges in it, put my bag
cartridgesround my neck, openedthe door, and jumped out of the train.
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F. A. Hare, | walked towards the pilot, and when | got within haty between the pilot and out engine | met a n
continued, carrying a lamp the guard of the pilot engine. He told me he had been stopped by a man holding u

Sth April 1881. handkerchief with a match at the back of it. 888d he was the schoolmaster at Glenrowan, and tha

Kellys had taken up the line. He did not make me quite understand which side of Glenrowan was t:
The school master had said to him that t heywere
going to c atdcttesetwhretheiwordsphe usédahatdhe guard told me. | took three men w
from the party | had. | do not remember who they were, but | left Senmstable Kelly behind. | sprea
them out above the bank, one orleaide, and | walked on the other side of the line. | told them to ke
look-outd that anything might happen at any moment. | walked towards the pilot, and | spoke to a ma
and he told me the same st@rihat was one of the drivers. | said to hanf t e r consider a
plan wil|l be for you to go quietly along to C
stated here in my printed report that it was the endimeer, but he called upon me subsequently afdine
it was the stoker or fireman that spoke todnibat the fireman knew me and he did not. | wish to make
correction at his own request. He said he had been branded as a coward. The man | was speaking t



a little, andwill Is ajidmp AcAh | t mé gdhgine with my
Then from something he said (I do not remember what it was) we decided to shunt back to the train ¢
the pilot onto it. When | got back to the train, | spoke to everybodydhiere reporters, Seni@onstable

Kelly, and everybody. I said, AfKelly, you get
this one. Put the men amongst the coals of the tender, and you yourself stand as | do, at the dc
engne. 0o | mentioned then, and I never remember

whether we could get them out anywhere there, and it was decided we could not; so we went u
platform in the manner | have described. Whergatto the platform the engirdriver thought he saw som
one about on the platform, so | waited for about half a minute before | gave orders to the men to jum,
engines. Just at this moment, | t hi nika lighivtlown thBre
atthe statormast er 6s house. o (I do not exactly know
I have never been at the place since, and had never looked at the ground before, though | had often
place, 8 | give the evidence just as the i mpress
there, and we wil/l go and see if he can give
walked down there with me. When we got there wkrtit go to the door, but to the window where we ¢
the I ight. | tapped at the window, and | coul
husba®he owoul d not answer , but went on we eap,idm
be calm f a minut e; tell me where is your
ken him away?0 and then there was
hey have stkelden fAWNhm awa yy.o0u Imetame nb
lys.o | said, Ailn what direction they have
mountains. | am certain she did not say a
1502. You say in thenountains, meaning the Warby Range¥zs.
1503. Where are the Warby Ranges from that posiioftfe house of Mrs. Jones is between
statormast er 6s house and the Warby Ranges, and i
Jonesedls; hboutt | feel confident she said, iTake
as far as my recollection serves me. As | was walking to the statoos t er 6 s house,
offered me his services, and on my return he said ¢o, fi am not ar med ; ce
rifle?20 | sai d, fil do not think so, bubatrwell
He asked me to give him the gun, b u ok the resodver,cand |
began to explain how it is worked, and he sa
returned to the railway station, and | sai d,
notice to be takemf this, because numbers, some have given different versions of this. | am givil
version impressed on my mind that the horses were never taken out till | returned there, because
information to take them out till then. Before | took them bhbad the information that the Kellys had be
there five minutes previously. | was standing on the platform in amongst all the reporters, police an
one; and as we were all together, and a number of the horses had been taken out (say fivettmmgix (
they were not in horskoxes, but trucks), Constable Bracken at this time appeared. Where he came f

how he came upon the platform, | do not know,
are there, and | have justescaped om t hem; they have a number o
I said, AiCome on, me n , here we have got them
delay; the delay seemed to me a long one, but | suppose it could notdesvéb more than four or five
seconds before | again called out, AOh, c ome
they will escape from us. o Some one called ou

horses and come along as quickly as you canatbe
remainder of the horses that had not been takeh thetre was a few had been taken out. They scamp
away as hard as they could in between the fences. | kregwctiuld not escape. | then, when | saw four

five, a group of men (I cannot tell the numbe
by the group of men that were there. | remember going through a little iron gate that ched&ethméme,
and | made straight forthelditand si de of Jonesébés house. I hact

1504. How many men had you with y@u® could not possibly say. There was a group around
there may have been four of five, there was Queensland man among them. | ran towards the extren
of Jonesbés hotel, and whilst running up | sav
verandah, out of it.

1505. The flash of a gud?Yes, and the report also followedslould say, and my hand dropp
beside me. | had no more pain then than if | had hit my hand likedHatustrated his meaning My
hand dropped just like that immediately the shot was fired on the left by a man, Ned Kelly, | h
afterwardsthree flashes came simultaneously first the one which hit me, and then three almost within
half a second of the first. The second my hand dropped beside mk.fired with my gun in this
positiord [the witness illustrated his meaiingld with my right hand. As | told you before, | had
been
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accustomed to fire a doublbarrelled gun almost ever since | was l@®ever since | could waék being  F. A. Hare,

continued,



born at the Cape of Good Hope. | remember distinctly firing those two shdisnanediately after | fired, | 5th April 1881.
put the gun between my legs. It is a brebdder, with the action between the hammers, and in touc

this action the barrels drop forward, and then | took the two cartridges, pulled out the old ones, anc

new ons in. | have the most distinct and positive recollection of that. The firing on my right was taken

my men, or the men that followed me up, and it was continued for, | should think, five minutes. Duri

time, at intervals, | fired my gun off ahe outlaws. | never moved from that one spot. | kept firing

intervals. The effect that the shot had on me was just as if | had looked at the sun. Immediately | we

my eyesight was affected, my eyes became dim. | kept firing from time to timew®hghots, | recollect

most distinctly, were the two | fired immediately my hand dropped beside me, and | know | fired ¢

after, how many | would not like to swear. | think six.

1506. Where did the bullet entérPThe witness showed his wrjét.l washit when running up, anc
carrying my gun in this position ready to fire, with the hammer on full cock, and my finger in this \
generally carry my arm further advanced than most people do, and the bullet ented@ddbscebing the
same by gestufeln the middle of the second or third rodngerhaps three or foérrl heard, when we
replied to the shots from the verandah, the shrieks of women and childred in$igersons inside. | cannc
say women and children, perhaps the better word will be penssidg.i As long as the firing continued «
the verandah, | continued firing at those who were firing at us. | had but one thought, to keep firing
as those men kept firing at us. I n t hd@d ;miéudad doe
us no harm. o6 That man was standing about, |
man that fired at me, for, after firing at me, he retreated backwards into the verandah. One of the
afterwards found that his nameas Gascoi gne, who was in my p
voice. 0 Suddenly the firing ceased, and | i mi
certain of that; | imagine that; that is a fact not impressed on my mind.

1507. That is the firing into the verand@&Yes. The firing ceased, and | imagined the persons

gone inside the house. | called outto Semsiasn st abl e Kel | vy, AKel Il 'y, st
take care those f el | mengrevibusly thad lthaddeen shgt i thé wrikt, ahdd ¢
AKel |l vy, be careful that those fellows do not
then where | had stood. | declare positively | never moved from the spot until itftee Had ceased.
returned to the railway station, and on my \
direction of the station towards Jonesds hot
wayd [describingthesanf@ andad | passed him | called out,
arm. o | do not remember that he made any rep
there collected together. | sai d, | hawd Hedn shotoimte
wrist.o | was bleeding most profusely. I fel

the blood was spurting from me as if out of a spout. One gentleman, | think it was Mr. Caérihdtac
never seen angne of them before in my lie got a handkerchief and bound up my arm, assisted by ¢
other gentleman. | felt no faintness whatever then; | felt as well as | do at the present momen
remember distinctly being as collected as | am at this presememovhen | went on to that platform.
knew Mr. Melvin of theArgus he came up and patted me on the back, likét(ilitistrating the samg@

whil st my arm was being bandaged, and he sai
haveeverythig el se you have undertaken. o | had onc
Lancefield robbery. The other three gentlemen of the press | had never seen before in my life. | sta
the consequence of a remark that was made whereittanorning the papers came out in my favor. | ne
saw one of the reporters after | left the platform, to my recollection. | may have seen them when |
bed, but | do not recollect ever seeing them. After my hand was bandaged, | started of witarttion of
going round the sentries, and as | was passing a certain spot in front of the hotel, somewhere nea

had seen Mr. O6Conoaonsftramhne nfelulpy &Sainli®ed out
ammunition; please have somesee d ou't to us. o0 Mr. Rawlings,
round to them, if you Ilike. 0o | said, AYes, dc

1508. Was that on your retudh?es. | then proceeded to do as | intended to ldaves, that was tc
post the men, commencing from where | had left the ground before, and when | had got into the op:
of ground | left as if | was getting very weak, and | began to stagger. | might tell you here there is sol
wrong with my heartthe doctors told me at home, and | felt my heart throbbing tremendously. | deter
then to go and sit quiet for a little while and keep my heart quiet, because | had been rushing abot
deal, backwards and forwards. | went up to a fence, | t&maw where the fence is, but | know it has a1
rail and several wires; that was to the near of the railway station. | tried to get through this wire fenc
my gun in my right hand, and | got half my body through, and then | found my hand hédistessly
beside me, and when | lifted it up it dropped down and | could not get it through the wire fence. | dre
again, and | sat down then for | think about ten minutes behind a tree, and | had full command of tr
at this time.

1509. In viev®d Yes, in view under my rifle, so that if anything turned up | could have fired. |
giving this from my recollection, | have not been there since. Whilst | was lying there my hand was
listlessly beside me. | saw a stream of blood running dowstrutk me that this could not last very lor
that the blood was flowing so freely, and | thought | had better return to the platform. | had a great d
in getting to the platform, and just as | got under the verandah of the station | calledauetoody, some
of the people on the statiofi, Cat ¢ h me, please, 0 and with that
sacks; | remember dropping on something. | remained there; | do not know how long. Whether | fa



not | do not know, but all events the next thing | remember | was sitting in a railway carriage witl
ladies that were there.

1510. They had never left the carria§ePhey have never left the carriage. received some
refreshments from those ladies, and | understood | wasygo Benalla with them. The refreshments
received put new life into me as it were, and | jumped out of the carriagé aveht to the guard of the
train, the engine was in front of the carriages, and I said,
fi H o lng will it take you to run me down

F. A. Hare,
continued,
5th April 1881.
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to Benalla and back again?06 | forgot the answi
that Kkind. I snai dowhAlals giuglktk)| yt akeyou can. 0

| turned deadly cold and the engidaver and stoker opened the furnace. The blood was still running all
the engine, right down from my arm all this time.

1511. Were yown the enging? Yes, on the engine, in front of the furnace. | should say previot
my going | had started the engine to Benalla, but | cannot tell dvitéda out of my recollection altogethir
and told the guard to go and give all the news to Mr. Sadiledto request him to bring all the men he ha
Benalla with him to Glenrowan, but | cannot say when this was; it is a blank in my mind when | di
whether it was when | was returning on the second occasion, or whether it was upon the firgt.dogasto
Benalla, and | gave instructions to the telegraph master to telegraph to Beechworth, and also to Viol
and Wangaratta, to have all the available men to send down to Glenrowan without loss of time. | then

think, Mr. Lewis, theis pect or of school s. He was on the Be
have been shot by the Kellys; would you kindly give me your arm to go to Dr. Nicholson, and from the
the telegraph office?0 Hes oanséssi shtoeuds eme .| |wockael |

fancy, between three and four in the morning. | told him | had been shot through the arm by the Kelly
was anxious to go to the telegraph office, and begged him to follow me there, and come and @mess
When | got to the telegraph office | was terribly excited, and it was some two or three minutes before
collect my senses. | dictated a telegram to the telegraph master to Captain Standish, telling what had
Immediately after this #y begged of ni& | was sitting on a high stool, without any béackir. Saxe, the
telegraph master, begged of me to lie down on the ground on the mattrass, where they intended to h
alongside the instrument. | took his advice, and stretched mysetinotlite mattrass. Just as | lay down N

Sadl eir came into the office. I said to him. f
consequence. I owi | return with you to thyeuarn
regular glutton; you have got one shot throug

after this Dr. Nicholson came in. | do not think he had seen me when Mr. Sadleir came into the office
the handkerchief that was@r my wrist, and he said that a mistake had been made in tying it up; that | w
bleeding from veins, but that | was bleeding from arteries; that the artery had been shot through; that t
from my heart could not get into my veins, and thatydeop of blood was running from me. He got the bz
of a book, and made an impromptu splint. He fastened it under my hand, and then | lost conscioustr
fainted away. How long | fainted | do not know. | have never seen Mr. Saxe since, except lie saeeme
that afternoon, and when | came to myself | was perfectly prostrate. | found that they were throwing
down between my teeth down my throat, and | got Mr. Saxe and one of his assistants to assist me o
hotel where | was staying, asduld not walk myself. When | came to myself Mr. Lewis had left me, an
my way to the hotel | met him returning, and he advised me on no account to go back to Glenrov
assisted me to the hotel, and got me upstairs, and put me to bed, wheraé¢deioraihe remainder of the da
suffering excruciating agony. | have given the whole narrative of this as far as | can remember, and |

make few remarks wupon it. Mr . O6Connor has st
after | was struck.

Mr . O 6 G bsaid you never loaded again; | did not say you did not fire again; | admit tha
fired.

The Withes The i mpression on me was that he sai

evidence that he called otat the men to cease firing as there were men and women inside the house. |
deny that Mr . O 06 Co dn anrsurd if he sagsat, hé is convimcedrhe di@ do fit; but | s
called out before he did, that his narrative commences atrntigel tsaw him running up the drain. Not for
moment do | wish to say that Mr. O6Connor was
not; all | say is | did not see him, and that the other persons whom | have spoken to, who wereomithat:
occasion, that | knew were present, stated di
that | called out to cease firing, where | have stated in my evidendaytdHere is a paragraph in thge
dated Tuesday, 29th Jung8Dp i Mr . Har e coul d be plainly seen
towards the hotel, and when within 25 yards on the verandah the tall figure of a man came round the ct
fired. The shot took ef f ec tnhmmafodran whelwoule rdosshrink friol
him. Seniofconstable Kelly and Rawlings were close to, and the former promptly returned the fire, whit
taken up by Hare, although wounded, and Mr. R ¢

1512.Mr . O 6 6 Whorwotethat?

The Withes. The reporter s name was McWhirter, a



six months after the occurrence. | will read another paragiapi¥h en about 60 shot
walls of the building the clear voice ofare was distinguished above the screams of the terrified womel
children, who were in the hotel, giving the order to stop firing. This was now repeated by-@esiEble
Kelly, to the men who under cover were surrounding the house at the back, Ketlyisefired three or four
more shots, after which one of them gave vent
There is another paragraph | wishtoréad:Seei ng t he wound, the | adi
the fight, but he did so; his rappearance in the trenches was the signal for renewed firing, and the valle
became filled with smoke. Mr. Hare then became faint from loss of blood, and was compelled to le
field. o | s ay t h a tentlerhae lshave peaer seaninany lifesbeford, or aamtill aix npi
after, when he stopped me in the street one day, and gave me the narrative of the proceedings, are sil
said to himd i | donot know whether | h aby emitihg Imisenanhdy can y&
assist me in the matter; did you see him go u
him |Ilying in the drain, and | was near him at
postively that | did not leave the ground till | saw the outlaws in the house, and ®enitable Kelly setting
to work to surround the house.

1513. Till you saw the outlaws retreat into the hods@dl | saw the outlaws retreat into the
house;thent al | ed out A @aeatsldk myfintentibmvwas toé have gone round the house to
the sentries after my arm was bandaged upremembergoing towards a tree on the left-hand side of
the house,and seeingtwo men behind the tree, and that is as far as | went. | did not speak to
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anybody, for in my repodt which was written while | was verydll see | st ated he
mean | saw two or three of the men behind trees.

1514. Didyou speak to thend?l did not. | do not think | spoke to anybody when | went back
second time, until | returned to the station, or on the way to the station. | heard it stated afterwards tl
one on the platform saw meomespridarcdéd,i ngs dnd
staggering up to the station. | heard that stattdo not know who it was that said®it was supposed tc
have been at the hotel drinking.

1515. Had you had nothing at this tidelPhad not. | had not drunk a drop l@uor or any sort or
kind that night. There is one remark | wish to make, with reference to an incident that | gave y
morning, about the man Aaron Sherritt. Wh e n
information that they hadihr ai ni ng a grey mar e, in Mrs. By
unusual thing in a small place of that sort, to keep a horse fed on oats and hay, and every afternoon
by one of the Byrnes. | have stated that, because about threafttayishad visited Aaron Sherritt, in th

interview | menti oned when | went out to the
the horse that had been kept in training, and was supposed to be kept for Joe Byrne, in casesa
commi tted, had been removed, at two ob6clock o

1516. From whom® | cannot tell you; it was officially reported to me. | got a copy of the le
yesterday, and | have it here, and my memo. goes Before reading that, | will read the report to whi
mine was a reply, namely, the followidg:

(Copy.) Report from Constable ArmstromgPaddy Byrne.
North-Eastern District,
Beechworth Police Station, de 23rd, 1880.

| beg to report that at 11.15 p.m., on the 21st inst., Paddy Byrne left his house, riding his grey mare, and ke
the road, high up the range, going in the directi
Byrneds house.

The other constables and |, who were watching the house, did not consider it advisable to follow him, as he w
at a halftrotting pace, and the night was so light we could be seen for several hundred yards off; besides, being
that it was Paddy, we thought it better to let him pass on than run the risk of being found out. We remained wat
house until 3.30 a.m., at which time he had not returned home. | may further add that the dog kept barking for tt
part ofthe night, so we were obliged to take our position almost at the foot of the range, far away from the house.

On my return to camp, | came into Beechworth to report the matter, prior to which | requested Moses to keep
look-out, and obtain all the farmation he could in the meantime.

(Sgd.) HENRY ARMSTRONG
F. Hare, Esq., Benalla. Const. 2475.
0000693
Beechworth, 23rd June 1880.

Ibegtoreportf or t he information of the Superintendent,
to instructions, | proceeded to the Woolshed on yesterday afternoon. Moses (that is Aaron Sherritt) was abse
arrival there. He returned at abouB® p.m.; he said he was watching to see if Paddy Byrne returned, but he could
either Paddy or the horse; he also said he could find no tracks where they saw him riding. In my opinion Paddy m
bet ween the hours o fnood w80 Moges feft to search fod téaickso Bram tlee dikection in w
Paddy was seen riding, and from previous reports from Mrs. Sherritt, as to horsemen being heard passing by hi
night or early in the morning, Paddy must be spying about 8herd s house, for what pur
t o Mr s. Sdyeandrascerthiifsthey heard any noise during the night of Monday, or the morning of Tuesd

(Sgd.) M. E. WARD,

F. A. Hae,
continued,
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F. Hare, Esq., Supt. Of Polidgenalla. Det. 2358.

My memo. was as follows:

Police Department Benall a, Supe
MEMO. :

Nothing is said in thssonewatthwhwethernr h@Tommamyo I\
could not have followed Paddy to see the direction he had taken, or the gap in the mountain he had passed throut
| am aware our men might have been seen if they had attempted to do thss,shbuts ur e A To mmy o
without the slightest fear of being detected. In future, should anything of this kind occur, | would suggest :
following plan be adopted. That when any one takes the horse out of the stable at an unusualtimud be ®llowed a
short distance to see the direction he is going, and, when he has turned up any of the gaps, that the spot be mar
man return to the watch party. At daylight @ Ta acayahn
distance, to see the direction the horse is heading for, and by that means he will be able to tell whether it

advisable to get the trackers to follow them; the
throwthhe whol e responsi bi |l it igtrackingHe coud look outandrskeiiflars persdnTisomm
about. One of the watclparty should be sent on the hill to keep a look to see if the horseman returns, so that
direction he came fra would be known.

In a matter of this kind it would be impossible to give definite instructions, for circumstances alter cases, the
must leave a great deal to the discretion of the man in charge. What | wish him particularly to rememberdavette
responsibility of the affair to ATommy; o he is an
senior man of the party. Shortly | hope to have two trackers stationed at Beechworth, so that there may be nc
following the tracks.

What | particularly wish to impress on Detective Ward and Sertinstable Mullane is not to take a body of men n

Mrs.B06s should there be any tracking to be done; a
distance, say a mile or so, and then, if nothing comes of it, the fact of the men watching would not be discovered.
On the 21st the whole responsibility was thrown

Armstrong goes to Beechworthsiead of sending any one of his men and he remain to take the management of aff
| trust that on the next occasion, when anything of the kind occurs, a little better management will be shown.
(Sgd.) FRANCIS HARE,
Superintendent.
Those are the instructions | issued, and that may be takesh@sing the tenor of the instructions |
usually issued. In my evidencethis morning | said, on my return to Benalla on th2nd of June, | saw

all the agents. | wrote to a manknownas #fADi seased Stock, o6 and r
seeme. He camein about four or five days after | wrote the letter, and | had an interview with hin

the office, in the presence of Mr. Sadleir. I had known him pevious to

my removal from the district, and | said, i Wel | ,soand

so, how have you beengettingo n ? e said,fi Alr li g hltsaihi Ha yoe

POLICE M
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F. A. Hare, got any news?0 He said, AfiThere is no doubt tF

5;‘\”:3561%81 said, AHow do you know?0 He s aSadd,l efilr ksnadwd itth
"been telling us this for the |l ast six or seve
up a bank Il ong ago. o | said, dl hear they aide
AfiHow is it to be used?0 His reply was, f@AThey
proof?0 He said, iYes, at ten yards. o | sai d,
would stand a MartinHeny bul | et at ten yards; 0 and he sa
reason to believe the direction, or position,
say anything on the subjonahichddohotieraethbea | ot of

1517. Was he a supposed supporter of the Kéllyd6t in any way.
1518. Not by then® Not in any way. He was not a supporter; he was, | think, one of the
respectable and reliable men that had ever been engaged in thatycdipdcg the Kelly search. He was

little too sanguine, and after he |l eft the of
these men are going to commit some outrage ¢
inf ormation for mont hs; 0 besides he said, fiHe

1519. Had Mr. Sadleir faith in hid?Yes, all of us had; no one doubted he was doing his best
Sadleir said on one occasion, some months ago, he wroldr.tdNicolson a letter not giving mucl
informationd the old thing that they were about, and he could not get any definite information; ant
writing the letter and signing his name, he added a postscript, that since he had written the let
important i nf or mati on had been received, and to |
nothing of him for three or four weeks, and we were kept in the highest pitch of excitement, and then i
out to be all a mistake, or the informatbmot so good as he expected. ¢
man6és name to Mr. Ni col son when he relieved m

1520. Did you state he had been in your pay@do not remember whether | had paid him anyth
ever; at any rate he wanot a paid agent on day wages.

1521. Duri ng Mm.l doNat know. swasab hss houseroe tAree occasions, and
met him.

1522. Was he following any other occupation besides acting as agées? he was following his



ordinary occupation ifife. | state it for the reason to show that | did not put my faith in working by ac
alone; but | formed parties, that is to say these watch parties, and also men at Benalla, Wangat
Beechwort h. | shifted one placéto another. INbelieve hesntendédsdoira
himself when | relieved him. It was suggested to me by Mr. Sadleir to do so, and it was a very good
think. | had no increase of constables in the district when | went there (that is the seconultimefprming
those parties | merely shifted the men from less important stations, so that in the event of the Kelly
seen at Beechworth or in that district, the Beechworth men could at once proceed without taking up
train with a large bdy of men, and its becoming known all over the country, because | might tell you
outlaws used to use the telegraph in their way as well as we did. | will give you an instance. WI
sympathizers were arrested, amongst others there was a man,|dinyau have heard of over and ov
again. He asked the gaoler if he could send the telegram away, and one of the warders said yes, ant
telegram to the following effect to somebody at GE@:Tur n t he four bull oc
wasnot reported to us for some weeks afterwards, and then it was reported to us. Undoubtedly it me
the four outlaws out of the paddock in which they were in. Therefore, | say they were well able to te
friends when special trains left with @ along the line of railway.

1523. Had you your own, the Bourke men, with you on the second ocaadimd had just men
that | found at Benalla. | had one man, Canny, and another of the name of Barry, who had been out
on two trips. | wish to sta the Commission that | cannot speak too highly of the assistance rendered tc
Mr. Sadleir, although he was opposed to my relieving Mr. Nicolson; and wrote and begged me not 1
up. Still, when I did go up, he afforded me all the informationisrpower.

1524. Have you got that lettért is a private one. He said that it was a fatal mistake in my cor
up.

1525. Did he assign any reason, that it would not be fair to Mr. Nicolson, or any @3t |
think. The purport of the letter was thiatvas a fatal mistake of Captain Standish to relieve Mr. Nicolson,
send me up in his place; and he added that many mistakes had been made, and this was the greates
the lot in his opinion.

1526. Did he give you any reason for ti§afo, he g@ve no reason beyond saying it was a miste
Hesad i We have gained some information during t
my relieving Mr. Nicolson | was thrown into a position, and the most difficult task imposed upon me,
fair greater amount of responsibility than | can possibly explain to you. The whole affair rested
shoulders.

1527. The whole of the responsibility of the Kelly captdré/zs, the whole of the responsibility ¢
the Kelly business; and one false raplymight commit the most fatal mistake, and it might end in everlas
disgrace to me. | think it right to say this, because of certain statements that | was afraid to go th
different reasons given why | did not go, or objected to go there.elslsons werk | felt that there being
other officers senior to me, it was unfair to impose such a responsibility on me when | had not the r.
entitled me to be put into such a position.

1528. What you mean by rank is that there were seniors in tHees8res.

1529. Two® Four.

1530. Not subordinate in positiah™No, | was their subordinate; that is to say, there is a certain
in which officers come up the list, which has not yet been explained to the Board. You see how the lig
theréd [handingin a papet.

1531. Superintendents Winch, Chomley, and Chambers are senior t Yes?and Mr. Nicolson,
he was senior to me.l need hardly sayfor my past career in the police force, tHatid not object to going
up on this particular duty from any fear, or disinclination for the duty itself®
in fact, the duty was of
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the kind which | much preferred to any otddvut, as | pointed out to the then Chief Secretary Rams:
had on a previous occasion, namely, the captuieoafer, been encouraged to undertake the duty, w
would naturally have fallen on those senior to me; but he answered me that not only shouldalrtea
blanchein regard to expenditure and the conduct of affairs generally, but in the event of the cdphe
gang, | should receive some substantial recognition of my services, and | then expressed my rea
proceed at once. Power was captured; and although | was organizer, at least in my opinion, of the
whom he was captured, and placedte Government in that position, | personally received no benefit :
his capture; on the contrary, the benefit was received by the very officer whom | was now ordered 1
to relieve (Mr.Nicolson), and | was naturally anxious to protect myselhagai recurrence of my forme
experience. | frequently told Captain Standish that | held a rank which entitled me to be selecte
important occasions to be sent on such duty; that | should be only to glad to carry out my orders, k
felt it was unfair to pick me and never reward me in any way; besides which, | was not sent in tl
distance, but when others failed, | was ordered up, as in the case of Power.

1532. Who was superintending officer in charge of that district when Power wasedaptas it Mr.
Barkly® Mr. Wilson.

1533. He was captured in the Beechworth dis@idtthink it was. It was at the head of the Kir
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River. The late Mr. Lyttleton was the inspecting superintendent at the time Power was captured; and
Mr. Littleton, there was Mr. Furnell, Mr. Disney, and Mr. Wilson. They were all in search of Power w
was ordered up to visit the district. | will now state to the Commission the facts, as it has been me
from time to time, about the capture of Power.

1534. Béore that | want to ask a question as to a matter which made a considerable sensatic
time: Had you any information as to what arms the bushrangers were using, so that, if you met th
knew you would be met by men armed in a particular @ay®, | had no idea.

1535. Did you know whether they had Webley revolv@rsknew that they had taken Weble
revolvers from Sergeant Kennedyds party. They

1536. Was it the one taken from ScantThey had doubldarrelled guns takendm Lonigan,
and they had the New South Wales police rifles.

1537. What rifles are thos&? think they were new rifles and breeldaders.

1538. All those weapons required special ammunition not obtainable in townships such as
and Beechworth® Certanly.

1539. Is there any truth, within your knowledge, that they bought ammunition during the tim
were oud at any particular placé?l heard of no ammunition being bought in the district; but on -
occasions, perhaps more, ammunition was bought frosieR in Melbourne.

1540. Did you hear of any being bought of anybody but Rasiedid not.

1541. Did you hear who got that ammunitién¥?es; it was got by young Tom Lloyd, | think.

1542. Bought in Melbourné?Yes, bought in Melbourne from Rosier. Inforioat came up they
were to return next day to get more.

1543. Whod Tom Ll oyd and Kate Kelly were the ¢
some ammunition.

1544. What ammunitiord?| think for Spencer rifles an
ammunition that was wanted for the rifles taken from New South Wales.

1545. Do you believe that that ammunition was taken up t@ddeRloubtedly it was. | have not th
smallest doubt in the world it was taken to Benalla.

1546.By Mr . @oWhat was gour exa position when you received the wound referred t
the house® As far as | can recollect, that was the hé@udiee railway station is hede[Mr . 06 C
handed a plan to the witngss

1547.By the Commissiod.Have you been there sinée®ever, and exceph going through in the
train, was | there previously. I was at paintingtol
the plar.

1548By Mr . @Wdlloyounstate to the Commission the direction you came kadk
cannot, | am soffimly impressed that | am right with regard to &halbat the man fired from my right fron
and of course the bullet naturdlyhe standing on the verandalwould enter there and come out ttéere
[pointing to his wrigt

1549. Can you remember the direction yaume bac# started back to the statiah? fancy so; |
am under that impression, but I will not be certain about it, that | returned the same way as | went. |
swear to it. | did not get over a fendd The Commission directed that a plan of Glenrovahould be
obtained]

1550. Would you state to the Commission where the reporters were at the commercddoeyd®
mean when | left the train?

1551. Yesd On the platform of the station.

1552. Are you not aware they were in the carriage of the train invithdows barricaded witt
cushions® | feel confident they were on the platform when | left.

1553. If any person in the train were on the platform, could he have seen me in the drain wh
saw me coming back?No, | do not think anybody could. The positiol may mention, there was
depression in the ground, and Mr . O6Connor
direction | was coming from.

1554. Where was this, nearer the station or the platfbrAg?far as my memory serves me, abc
midway between the two.

1555. Not near where you were wound&d®ot within twenty or thirty yards. As | passed you
called out, AfThe beggars have shot me in the

1556. In your opinion, that was a considerable time after yere wounded? | fancy the men were
firing five minutes, and | might have remained two minutes after speaking to Kelly from the time we s

1557.By the Commissiod.Did the police receive the information on the first occasion when
young fellow purbased ammunitior® Yes, the detectives did in Melbourne, and we received it up
country.
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1558. Was there any action taken thiery2s, we searched. | was out on gearch party, but Mr
Sadleir went himself to the railway station on that night, and there were two or three very strong symg
in the train, and he searched some of them indlests carriages, one particular person and all her goods
she wagnost indignant at it. She was a well known sympathizer of the Kellys; and they searched eve
carriage along the line, and no other trace was found.

1559. She is a person in business up tlie®te was at that time.

1560. That was the first occasion which this ammunition was obtain€d?s far as my knowledge
goes.

1561. Did the police give any information to the party who sold the ammunition as to how he
act if those parties again visited him for the same purgoseannot tell you; | was ughe country at the
time, and the information was given to the detective at the time.

1562. Did they buy on mo b eremembemparticulagly, and Ichave i
idea that there was information of a second occasion. | may say Rosiarwhom they bought the
ammunition, gave information at once, as he had received instructions from the police to give inform
once.

1563. Without that ammunition those weapons were valuélegss.

1564. It struck me, if they did make second vigiey might have been kept confinédEven then we
could not do anything. Tom Lloyd could go and buy ammunition as well as we could. The detective
informed halfan-hour after it occurred, but they were outwitted in some way, and found nothing.

1565. Yau are aware that a large quantity of New South Wales notes were taken from Jerilder
at Jerilderie®@ Yes.

1566. When you were on duty, from December to July, had you any information on notes
passed in large quantities that were in your opinf@ngtolen noteg?Yes, | am quite positive a bundle ¢
notes to the amount, | think, z30 or z40 was

1567. Which bank® | am not quite certain about that.

1668. Would you know it was the Bank of New South Walekthink it was.We got information of
itd the police did and we telegraphed over to Sydney to ascertain whether notes of the numbers of th
were paid into the New South Wales Bank had b
then telegraphed teedlderie asking them whether they could say if notes of certain numbers had bee

out of the bank at Jerilderie, or were they p
them. We cannot say whether we paid them over the coonter wh et her they were
after this, | happened to go to try to get sc
did you get those notes?0 and he said, ifiBét we
AWhat do you mean?0 He said, AThey think | am
gener al opinion about the district is that yo
yourself | did not give themtooyu , 6 and he sai d, AYou know. o0 Th

information.

1569. Did you get information, from Mr. Sadleir, that on a certain day, of notes bearing
consecutive numbers, and that those offered in Wangaratta were the otesy brearing consecutiv
numberd do you remember hearing th&t?P do not remember. Yes, | think | did, that they were
consecutive notes. | am somewhat mixed up in my recollection of that, | was out so much, but all thos
were told me.

1570. Are ypu aware whether any action was taken for convincing those persons for havin
notes in their possessianNo, because we could not prove that they did not pay them over the counter.

1571. Would you say the bank was desirous to go on with it, othtbgtolice dropped i | most
certainly think that the bank did not care about going on with it; but | think Mr. Sadleir will know more
that.

1572. As a matter of fact, do you know tldad paid in Bank of New South Wales notes, similar
those of Jelderie® Yes.

1573. Do you know that provisions were bought to any extent, when you were on duty at B
such as the Kellys would be likely to requide¥es, from time to time, by Kate Kelly, tobacco and st
things.

1574. They would be things suchweuld suit the outlaws? Yes, in large quantities; and when
| oad of things was taken out from Benall a, we
house; and, whilst watching, they were invariably discovered by Mrs. Skillion, @tddgs. She used to tal
a circuit round, extending about a quarter of a mile, working round to see if there were any police ¢
near the house; and many and many a night have the police been found by her. That was a
occurrence.

1575.Havegu been to OKes .| yd6s house?

1576. Have you any information how many people were resident in the Bouse?not knovd
principally Tom Lloyd.

1577. Lloyd had a house of his ovin®lot young Tom. Old Lloyd had. Young Lloyd is, | believ
living now with theSkillions.

1578. There was Mrs. Skillion, Kate Kelly, and another sisteérace Kelly® | have not seen Grac
Kelly.

1579. And some childred?l have not seen children.



1580. Any men@ | have not seen any men of the Kelly breed.

1581. In your opinion, have you any doubt in your mind that the quantity of provisions taki
from Benalla was for any other purpose than for the outidwsRink they got a great deal of their suppli
from Benalla for the outlaws. There was one morning, this woman Skillion happenedto know that
the constables were watching her house, and they were not aware loftlhe morning, about daybreak, sl
got upon a horse, and rode up a steep gully at a walking pliogas a great ascent, at the back of the o
and those men on foot followed, thinking they had a splendid cl8be had a bundle in front of herWhen

they got to the top, there was Mrs. Skillion, sitting on
a log, with her fingers to her nose, making fun
of them. On anotheroccasion,somethingof this sort came out. They followed her, and when they
got there, she was behind a rock, with one leg sticking up, and she drinking water. The great
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difficulty, we had to contend witlthroughout the whole thing, was planting our men by day. It was all
well, we would put them on the hills by night, but of a-diaye, what were we to do with the men? Peo
were scouring the whole country, and they would look for tracks; and y tbalk a policeman makes
different track from any other man, for they were always found, and the men could not return to |
wi thout that , it was too far. On a second oc
the police stadbn which Mr. Nicolson had formed in the interval between then and my return.

1582. You stated at the closing scene of the tragedy you heard the cries of persons in tide t
Yes, while the men were shooting at us.

1583. Did you give orders at that timedease firing® Certainly not; as long as the men fired at
on the verandah we dared not move from our position; we had to return the firing, but directly the

ceased. | <called out AStop firing. o

1584. Did you heard Ndrldormbsayhe dichnotr | dacnatlpretend to sag I
O6Connor was not there; al | | say i s, | di d
four out of the seven; they also say t heNowdni
reference to Powero6s <case, unfortunately for

office to bear out my statement, because most of my communication of this nature, that is to st
important nature. Captain Standish usedeénd up to me to come to his office and he would give me v
instructions.

1585. Up to what timeé®? That was all along, up to the present timiewas so with the Kellys also.
had a good deal to do with the search for Power, previous to my beingostnetre. | sent a great many
my Bourke men in search of him.

1586. You were then in charge of the Bourke distdicY®s, at the time. | was sending out parti
and | was constantly communicating with them, and after Power had been out about eightien
Captain Standish sent for me one day. He told me that Sir James McCulloch had decided that | w
sent up to take charge of the Power business. | told him that there were officers senior to me in tha
two of thend they have gone naivoneleft the force, and the other dead; and he told me it was nc
protesting against it, hi s or der sartevidanohdo tooas yoe
pl ease and to take whom you please, aftrhid officed anck
received those instructions | met Mr. Nicolson. He was then superintendent of police in charge
Kyneton district.

1587. Is that called still the Kyneton distridtNo; it is the Bourke district now. Mr. Nicolson aske
me if | wouldtake him with me. He said Captain Standish told him that the Government had ordered

ther e. | sai d, AfiCertainly, Mr . Ni col son, | S
you think we will have to undergo some very great hapisin this matter, and that your health is not str
enough to carry you through them?d He said, f
go up.o0 | said, AVery well .0 That af t eoundercertair

conditions. At this time Sergeant Montford was a clerk in my office. | had sent him to Wangaratte
week or the days previously, to make some enquiry on the Power business, and | sent a cipher te
him to meet us (Mr. Nicolson armdyself) at a certain spot on the following Sunday. The instructiot
think, were given me about Monday or Tuesday; | think Tuesday. | picked out five of the best men |
my district, who had not been previously sent to the Benalla district, assitasmed then. | told two ¢
them to go to Wangaratta and three to Benalla, and remain there until they heard from us.

1588. Wh é Mi. Nicolson and fhyself. On Friday, that was the 28th of May &8V0.
Nicolson and | started away from Benalla. Itsa@efore the railway was opened. | drove Mr. Nicolson u
my buggy, and we got to the appointed spot on Saturday night.

1589. Did you relieve any officed?Nobody. At the spot where we met Mr. Montford the followi
day, Sunday, we obtained a blackfellow from Berdalfaere were some black stationed there éhand we
consulted and made our plans. On the morning of the Sdalliawing we captured Power. The capture w
this way: We were |l ooking for a hollow tree
the morning. There was a narrow track from this tree up to a hill on which we were told that Powdrev
found. Mr . Ni col son stated the previous even
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and take the |l ead. o We had some discussion

guestioned as to Inhli srilgehtded sWe pgotl tsaidhi $ At
up to hill, the blackfellow was standing by t
and | do not think the other two saw it, but we all started off immelgtizaind rushed up this narrow track
the mountain, Mr. Nicolson first, | second, and Mr. Montford behind me. | suppose we did not cover i
of more that six feet altogether, we were so close. When we approached we saw the fire and ¢
gunyah anong the trees. Just as Mr. Nicolson got within ten yards of the hut he beckoned with his |
me to go round the back. | thought that he meant so that Power might not escape from the back, at
my eyes upon the feet of the person | saw in theyajn. We all rushed up together, and simultaneously
hold of this man. | put my hand on his leg, and he bawled out at the top off his voice; he was aslet
time. We handcuffed him, and took him into Wangaratta that day, | think a distancg ofils, and on ou!
arrival at Wangaratta we sent a telegram to town announcing the capture of Power, Mr. Nicolson sig
telegram. That is all | wish to say in reference to that. | merely now state that | considered myself ol
of the party. | eckoned that, in case of failure or mishap, the Government would have held me resp

and no one else.

1590. Did you on that occasion believe that you superseded any dffiche® orders from Captail
Standish to do what | liked in the district. | ptd out to him that officers senior to me were there, an
wrote up to those officers to tell them the position which | held thetrés was the first conversation.

1591. Because the documents are all [&eldtad never seen them from that date.

1592. Hee is a letter from Captain Standish to Superintendent Nicolas; the purport of that it
he informs Mr. Nicolas that Mr. Nicolson and Mr. Hare would take chardehat he (Mr. Nicolas)
remonstratesagainst the course taken, and writes as folis to Captain StandishfiHa v i n g
superseded in the charge of this district by the officers namedairgin (Superintendents Nicolson ar

Hare)
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in consequence of the alleged prevalence of bushrangidgniemo, 25th ult., attached), | have the hoi
most respectfully to point out that | do not consider any blame can be attributed toffieeasn charge of
the district.o The date of that is 2nd June 1
him. Attached to that again is a document giving all the account in detail which you have given comn
in this way® fiFrom the Police Department, Wangaratta, 6th June 18 V8& have the honor to report th
in accordance with your instructions we proce
and so on, through several pages of foolscap, givirgpfuticulars, and signed at the end C.H. Nicols
Supt., and Francis Hare, Supt. Now in giving your evidence, you made use of a remarkable word, °
Afweo did this and that, so that it woul d uyquef
when you wrote that considered you were equally acting with Mr. Nicalsah@loubtedly.

The witness withdrew.

Adjournedtiltomor r ow at el even o06cl ock
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WEDNESDAY, 6m+ APRIL 1881.

Present:
The Hon. F. bNGMORE, M.L.A., in the Chair;
J. Gibb, Esq., M.L.A,, W. Anderson, Esq., M.L.A.,
G. R. Fincham, Esq., M.L.A,, G. W. Hall, Esq., M.L.A.,

E. J. Dixon, Esq., J.P.

F. A. HARE further examined.

1593.By the Commissiod Will you proceed with your narrativ?Mr. Nicolson, in his evidence
stated, in regard to Power, that he reaped no benefit from the capture of Power. As | stated before, |
the time in charge of the Kyneton district, and, immediately after the capture, was transferred to Mel
and he received an extra hundregkar as officer in charge of the detectives. At the time we went togett
the Power case | was a secanass superintendent.

1594. What was Mr. Nicolsod?At that time he was a firstlass superintendent. He was receivi
z375 a year , d&avelreachedti3eiop of thé\de@mimks superintendents, and was about tc
promoted to the first class, the whole of the classes were amalgamated. But | was next for promotic
vacancy had occurred at the tpaenei ntMan dé rcto,l swa
subsequentl vy, he was Acting Chief Commi ssi on
according to the Estimates.

Mr. Nicolsond The amount is down in the last Estimates, but | have never received ie hbagr
asked for it.



The Witnes§. When Mr. Nicolson gave up the city police, his successor, Mr. Winch, did not re
that z100 a year as officer in charge of the
officer in charge. | have looked over thBolice Gazette and | find Mr . Ni cc
theGazetteof 1869 that he was alone superintendent and officer in charge of detective&870 his name
appears under t h ain 1891f ther®lris. no Wist naf hoffisers published, that |

canfind; andin 1872 Mr . Ni col sonds name albatis allr lsaveaddsayvol
t hat subj ectin hidvstatemedtids olainmed the, credit of capturing, or being instrumentaf
the capture of

the Lancefield bank robbers. He made his statement,and | just wish to make mine, as it occurred in
my (Bourke) district, and was away from the Kelly country altogether. | will state exactly what
occured. On the 8th of August 1879, | was walking down Collins street, Melbourne, when Mr. Gi
stoppedme and said, i Diydou hear that the Lancefield Hsaiuk
no, | had not; and | immediately jumped intoab and wentup to CaptainSt a n ddffiseh @hd found he
was at the telegraph office in Melbournd. drove down there as rapidly as possib@d met Captain

Standi sh, who decided that Mr . 06 Co n anoce to moceskd tc
Lancefield by special train, the train taking them as far as Kilmoréhis was exactly one 6 c | o c k
day. | took a special train myself at two obé6cl o

and horses duwf the train, and drove off to Lancefield, with some men, as quickly as | could.arrived
there between f ouraftanoah;| hddtwego sixieen mies by road. Imnfediately |
got there | made all kinds of enquiriesddiound that, beyond a doubit, was not the Kellys that stuck ug
the bank. | took the necessary steps under the circumstancé&iting pati ently f or
ordered food for his fAboyso t ¢ saltatelpgram mkmoeed asking
at what hour Mr . Otkennepl Yefvas Ki iider eh.as not
morning, staying The neght matnKngmoaboat eigh
sent otireturned to Lancefield with the information that the offenders had called at a hotel between Lat
and Pyalong, had got provisiorthere, and had a large parcel with them, beyond a doubt the money

that had been stolen from the bankAbout anhour after wards Mr. 06 Con
told him the information | had received, and asked him why he had not come ovaretheus evening. |
do not remember what his reply was, but | sdid| have got itmnoseontermere late rast

night; you had better proceed at once with the man who brouglihntiee i n f o r maHe ilost ma tine

in going; he started off immediately, without dismountind\fter a consultation in the office of ten minute
or a quarter of an hour, he started off at a rapid pace irditeetion indicated. Mr. O & C o npicked up
the tracks of those men from this roadside inn, andtinued themtill he got to Pyalong. At Pyalong,
just as he approached the tahip, a terrific storm of rain came on, and obliterated all the tracks, ar
remained that night in Pyalong with his menThe next day he proceeded towards Heathcote, but gc
tracks whatever. That very day (that would be two days after the banilbery) a constablet Kangaroo
Flat, nearSandhursi | think his nameis Sainsburg obtainedinformation that two men answeringthe
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description of the robbers had come from the direction of Wild Duck Creek, which is a place neaotde
They had got out of a cart when they neared Sandhurst; the cart was sent back, and those men we
Sandhurst. The information was given that night to the police in Sandhurst (that would be on the Sund
police made enquiries; found thatt Saturday men answering the description of the robbers had purch.
large quantity of supplies, clothing, &c., and the whole of the police set to work to find out where the
were. One man was seen with a bag walking across the square in Saradftutbe other was taken up
Eaglehawk, asleep in bed, drunk, with the notes all lying about the bed. Those are the true facts of the

Mr . 0O 6 6 dhe iCommission can get the full facts from Saobpector Baber, who can giv
evidence on this matte. Mr . Harebés evidence is only hears
and if we had not stuck to the tracks the men might have escaped.

The Witnes®. Mr . O6Connor has stated that, throug

him to capture the Kellys. | merely mention this to point out that on the two tangible occasions when (
Standish and | had information, or thought we had, of where the Kellys were likely to be, we at on
for Mr . O6Connor , namethekKellgtaselateGiemrawvan. el d and i n

1595. You did it under the impression in both instances that they were the Bellgs?

1596. And therefore the effect was the saingfe effect was the same. We had only one objec
viewd to capture the Kellys. We threw awagp chance. When | relieved Mr. Nicolson, on the 2nd of J
1880, he gave me no information whatever concerning the Kelly armour, and it was only in conversati
different peoplé Mr. Sadleir especialfy that | picked up that, and found that it was saggul that wher
the Kellys next appeared it would be in armour.

1597. Were all the men acquainted with tBalfo; not one, except Sergeant Steele, at Wangaratt.
is the only one | have heard of that knew anything at all about the armour. Mr. Nicosogofirthe
information about the armour on that 26th of March 1880; that is as far as | am aware.

1598. You went up in June 188D%¥es. On one occasion, about a month before | was order:
Benalla, a constable named Phillips came to me at the Richmodt #iepwas a horselipper, and came tc

F. A. Hare,
continued,
6th April 1881.



the dep6bt for the purpose of clipping the horses there. He is one of the men alluded to by Mr. Nicc

never having fired a gun in his 1|ife. I s aistdn
conversation, whil st | was | ooking at him cli
never been into the Benalla police station ye
there about twelve or thirteen mbst and | have never yet been two miles out of Benalla; there has not |
party out searching for the Kellys since you

Jack Sherritt and William Sherritt being taken into the policeefol naturally wished to do something for tl
Sherritt family, after all that Aaron had done for us, and | thought unless we showed some consider:
the families of those who had assisted us, that on any future occasion we would have the iffieatgsird
getting men to work for us. | had never seen Jack or Willie Sherritt in my life (when my nar
commences), and after | was convalescent about a month after | was shot, | was in my own house in 1
when Mr. Ramsay, then the Chief8eet ary, came t o see me. He sai
on our hands. o | said, AwWhat are you going to
l and and allowing them to settl e oneyanditwibbe & grea
difficulty regarding them; would it not be better to let them join the force, if they behaved themselves
can remai n in the force, and i f they do beh:e
nothing abouthem myself, except what Aaron Sherritt used to tell me. He said that they were not lik
that they had never committed any offence, and | was to be careful not to be seen by them, as the
wish to mix themselves up with the Kelly businessliatb@cause he looked upon them just the same a:
public, that they could not assist me or the
idea; wild.l you speak to Captain Standi sohManday It
saw Captain Standish, and he told me Mr. Ramsay had been speaking to him about the Sherritt:
(Captain Standish) thought it was a very good idea, taking them on in the force. He then wrote, and t
men to report themselves at hepdt. They were then living at Oakleigh.

1599. Where they then in the employment of the poficH®, they were paid by the Governmel
receiving 6s. a day. | do not know who sent them to Melbourne, or how they ever came to Melbdheye
came to the gt and they remained there, | think, about ten days before they were sworn in. During th
days Captain Standish communicated with different people as to whether they knew anything about tl
young men. | instituted enquiries, by Captain Stan s hés di screti on, and t
Sherritt was that a constable, whilst he was watching in the cave alluded to by Mr. Nicolson, h:
Sherritt killing a sheep; that would be between daylight and sunrise in the morning.td $a@man that sav
him killing the sheep, Heeidgdaiydu sedimdn nfeWhtohsaete
sai d, fil do not know, but the squatter who |
sheep, 0 allydonchaed thismwasi aneof them. | reported to Captain Standish about Willie St
We never heard a word against him; he had never mixed himself up with the Kelly business, as
know. Upon that Captain Standish swore them in as constablEsse two men remained at the dep¢
think about six weeks, and during the period no two men | have nevér aadn have been fifteen years
the dep& worked so hard, or showed such an inclination to become good constablesiwo sergeant:
over them, mounted and foot, gave them most excellent characters, and there was not anything duringc
they were at the dep6t that could be said against thdere was once Jack Sherritt went into Melbou
when he went and applied to the detectiffice for a warrant against a person; his statement was not «
and | referred it to the head of the department, Mr. Nicolson, recommending that no furthe
should be taken in the matter, as | fancied that Jack Sherritt had not given thd facts of the case; and h
approvedof my suggestion and said nothing more was to be done in the nfalttertly after thus | called a
Mr . Ni col sonés office and said to him, il am g
under a very
excellent constable, who will teach him his duty, and if he misbehaveshimself he will be reported
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F.AHare, | mmedi ately. o0 Mr .AlNi desl s1on usai d otud maki

contnued, K 3y e recommended their discharge from the

6th April 1881.

1600. Did he say upon what groundsile did not. Subsequently | was takél again, and Mr.
Nicolson came up to the depét and told those men that they were discharged from the service forthwit
three of four days after their discharge the InspeGemeral of Police in New South Wales called upon |
and sated that MMNicolson had requested him to take those two young men into his force. He s
declined to do so, as he did not care having our leavings. Subsequently Willie Sherritt went to Que
and | am informed took letters of recommendation from Mr. Nigotsothe authorities there, but they wot
not take him into the force there either. That is all on the subject.

1601. There was no cause given for their disché&rdé®, | believe the Government gave therr
gratuity, because they have purchased theirunifor | t hi nk about z50; I d
about that sum. | will now just give a short record of the special services | have rendered the countr
joined the service. Mr. Nicolson was called upon to produce a return to the affdct,think | may be
allowed to do the same.

Mr.Nicolsond That has not been done in my case; at the same time, | do not object to what Mr






